Purple Star Award Application
Private, Charter, or Mountaineer Challenge Academy Schools
2026-27 Initial Award
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The Purple Star Award is a designation assigned to schools which display a special commitment to supporting military children and their families. Common Ground Partners review applications and the West Virginia Department of Education issues awards to schools meeting the award’s eligibility criteria. Schools receiving the award are recognized for a period of three school years (including the current school year) and are issued an official certificate with additional electronic materials which may be used to pridefully display their status as a military-friendly school throughout the building. This award contributes to our partnership‘s efforts to build strong bonds between schools, military service members, and community organizations which meet the unique needs of children and enhance the success of all students.

This application to receive a Purple Star Award must be submitted by the school's principal once the school has worked to meet all requirements of becoming a Purple Star School as described on the Purple Star Award section of the Common Ground Partnership website. The required Military Family Point of Contact Training must be successfully completed, by watching all the required videos and scoring 100% on the required assessment to earn a successful completion certificate. The military family point of contact training certificate must be submitted with the school's application to become a Purple Star School to Robert Mellace at rmellace@k12.wv.us. If you have questions about the application or military family point of contact training, please call the Office of Educator Development at 304-558-3119. 

Contact Information and Confirmations 
	School Name: 
	

	School’s Address:
	

	Principal’s Name: 
	

	Principal’s Email: 
	

	Name of Military Family Point of Contact:
	

	Position of Military Family Point of Contact within the school: 
	

	Email Address of Military Family Point of Contact:
	

	School URL: 
	

	School’s phone number: 
	

	County where the school is located:
	

	Confirm that your school’s Military Family Point of Contact has completed training and the required assessment, receiving a certificate from the WVDE (Respond Yes or No)
	

	Confirm that your school is committed to annually celebrating Purple Up Day, on a day of the school’s choice, during the month of April (the Month of the Military Child) (Respond Yes or No).
	

	Provide the URL on your school’s website where a link to the Common Ground Partnership’s website is located.
	

	Identify if your school is a private, charter or MCA school:
	



Localized Plans of Action
Please answer the following questions about how your school plans to meet the needs of military-connected children, creating a positive school climate and culture supportive of military families during the three-year award period:
	Name ideas gained from the professional development training(s) and resources found on the Common Ground Partnership website, which could be useful in assisting military children, their families, or collaborating with military and veteran organizations at your school to support the success of students.
	

	If your school receives a Purple Star Award, what is the plan for communicating the military family point of contact's role within the school and how will school staff be informed about available supports for military families?
	

	Provide information about how your school will uniquely meet the needs of military connected children and create a military friendly environment during the three-year award period. Your response must be at least three sentences in length.
	



Military Support Activities
Every Purple Star School must participate in at least two types of military support activities annually.  In this application, the school must identify and submit evidence of activities officially scheduled to occur or completed during the first year of the school's recognition (July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027).  Please identify, describe and submit evidence of the school's official scheduling or completion (e.g., Newsletter, Official Minutes, Posters, News Article, Pictures, Videos, etc.) of a minimum of two types of military support activities described below for the 2026-2027 school year (July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027).  Please note that one activity may not be used to qualify for two separate types of activities, as the two types of activities must be unique from one another. Additionally, since all Purple Star Award recipients commit to celebrating Purple Up Day, it may not be used for credit in the responses below.

	The school participates in the in the HOLIDAY CARDS 4 OUR MILITARY CHALLENGE or another activity designed to have students send supportive messages or positively interact with veterans or military service members.
	

	The school has an area displaying appreciation or support for veterans, those in military service and/or their family members. The display may include images of staff, parents or students serving in the military; provide a memorial; or another type of positive recognition. The display is available to view for a minimum of one week.
	

	Please describe your military appreciation night at a sporting event (include date, time, sport, etc.).
	

	A school event with military service member(s) participation has officially been scheduled or has taken place for a nationally recognized military holiday, such as the Day of the Deployed (October), Veterans Day (November), Pearl Harbor Day (December), Rosie the Riveter Day (March), National Medal of Honor Day (March), Armed Forces Day (May), Memorial Day (May), etc. 

Notes: The event must take place during the 2026-2027 school year (July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027) and Purple Up Day cannot be used for credit in this category.
	

	The school has a military family support committee or organized groups of military-connected students which meet at least annually. Please describe your military family support committee or groups for military-connected students including the makeup of the group and when they meet.
	

	The school has a Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC) program, National Defense Cadet Corps (NDCC) program or Future Leaders Program (FLP). Please describe your JROTC program, NDCC or FLP program.
	

	The school utilizes the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) Career Exploration Program with students and/or offers ASVAB testing at least annually.
	

	The school participates in professional development regarding effective supportive strategies and/or special considerations for military-connected students and their families during times of deployment or school transitions as a staff meeting or workshop. Please describe the professional development regarding effective supportive strategies and/or special considerations for military-connected students and their families during times of deployment or transitions as a staff meeting or workshop.
	

	The school provides students a career exploration event or day, when military representatives display information about their career opportunities and may hold voluntary seminars. This event may provide guidance for attending post-secondary national military academies upon graduation. Please describe the career exploration event with military representative participation.
	

	The school has invited a military service member(s) to participate in a guest speaker activity in cooperation with and under the supervision of school staff. This activity may cover topics of the Speaker Series, such as read-aloud visits, ceremonial flag folding instruction, substance abuse prevention, or other topics of the Speaker Series. School staff may access the Common Ground website to request a Speaker Series visit or communicate with military representatives local to their school's location. Speaker Series visit requests must be made a minimum of 35 days prior to the event.

Notes: This activity must not be the same activity as identified earlier in this application for recognition or celebration of a nationally recognized military holiday. This activity must not be a career exploration day, as that type of military support activity is found earlier in this application and you must submit evidence of two different types of activities.
	

	The school participates in Military Signing Week or a related event on a date outside of the identified week. Please describe when and how your school participates in Military Signing Week (to be held during April of 2027) or a related event recognizing students who symbolically commit to military enlistment. Complete details may be accessed at https://wvde.us/commonground/military-signing-week/.
	



Assurance Statements
The school's principal must certify the following information by typing their name and identifying today's date below:
	I hereby certify all statements and information submitted in this application are true to the best of my knowledge. I understand that false or inauthentic statements may disqualify my application. I understand and agree that the West Virginia Department of Education and Common Ground Partners reserve the right to modify or revoke an award status at any time and for any reason. I have submitted verifying documentation of all identified activities and our school will notify the West Virginia Department of Education if our military family point of contact changes or if a scheduled military support event identified in our application is cancelled. Our school will annually participate in celebrating Purple Up Day during the month of April and two types of military support activities as described in this application. If our school fails to participate in annually required activities, we will notify the WVDE and I understand our school may lose its award recognition status. If our school receives the award, we agree not to use or reproduce the award logo in ways other than how the WVDE describes through written award notifications and communication with the school. I understand that our school may request in writing, permission from the WVDE to use the award logo in a specific manner.
	

	Principal's full name:
	

	Today’s Date: 
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