
Sample Communication Dictionary
Individual Dependent

Each time I DO 
this……..

It will be 
interpreted to 
MEAN this…….

My partner will 
DO this….

My partner will 
SAY this….

What symbol will be 
ADDED to  my abstract 
symbol...

Select the abstract picture 
“drink”.

“I want a drink.” Provide the abstract 
symbols for “milk” and 
“juice”. Allow time for 
individual to choose. 
Provide additional symbol 
for “want” or provide the 
communication template.

“You want a drink. Do 
you want milk or juice?” 
The partner should point 
and/or display the model 
in grammatical order.

The abstract symbol selected will 
be paired to the “want” symbol.

Select the abstract 
symbol for “go car”.

“I want to go in a car.” 
or
“I want to go to 
_________ .”
(Situation dependent)

Provide an additional 
symbol of either “want”, 
“in”,  or the destination. 
(home, Grandma’s, store)

“You want to go in a car.” 
or “You want to go to  
Grandma’s.”
The partner should point 
and/or display the model 
in grammatical order.

The abstract symbol for “want”, 
“in” or destination will be paired 
with “go car”.

Expand, expand, expand!


