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1. Observe the individual in a variety of activities/routines and with multiple partners.

2. Generate a list of potential signals by identifying any vocalizations or body movements that the individual can control. (Ex: cry, reach, look, giggle, stretch, kick, smile)

3. Select a few of these as signals to shape communicative intent.

4. Attach meaning to the selected signals.

5. Determine corresponding partner behavior. (Do, Say, and Shape)

6. Respond consistently and immediately to selected signals by all partners.

7. Team may use the dictionary as the framework for a data collection tool (number of partners, opportunities, environments and individual’s changes in behavior).

My Pre-symbolic Signal Dictionary Example

[image: ]


image1.png
Each time I DO
‘thi

Pullat my trach

Fully extend my body

It will be
interpreted to
MEAN thi

I want attention

1am done with this
activity

My partner will My partner will
SAYthis.

Cometome “Do you want
Something?"
Stop the activity “You are finished.”

How my partner
will SHAPE my
behavior to a
more
CONVENTIONAL
form

Vocalization or call
switch

Shape to push away
the object in the
activty.




