Executive Summary

West Virginia Department of Education
Office of School Operations & Finance — School Facilities

Introduction: The Wood County Board of Education respectfully requests approval for the closure of
Fairplains Elementary School and its merger into Martin Elementary School. This closure is not contingent
on any other actions and is proposed to occur at the end of the 2024-2025 school year.

Action: The Wood County Board of Education requests approval of the following:

e The closure of Fairplains Elementary School and its merger into Martin Elementary School. This
closure is not contingent on any other actions and is proposed to occur at the end of the 2024-
2025 school year. In consideration of this closure, applicable West Virginia State Board of
Education policies were reviewed and followed. Documents were available for public inspection
for the required amount of time, and hearings were held on October 23, 2024, for Fairplains
Elementary School and Martin Elementary School respectively. The Wood County Board of
Education voted to approve these closures at their October 24, 2024 board meeting.
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SCHOOLS

November 12, 2024

The Honorable Michelle L. Blatt
Superintendent

West Virginia Department of Education
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Charleston, WV 25305-0330

Dear Superintendent Blatt:

The request for consideration is the closure and merger of Fairplains Elementary School,

615 Broadway Avenue, Parkersburg, West Virginia, 26101, to Martin Elementary School,

1301 Hillcrest Street, Parkersburg, West Virginia, 26101. The closure of Fairplains Elementary
School would be at the conclusion of the 2024-2025 school year.

Wood County Schools Board of Education has completed all requirements for the final closure
of Fairplains Elementary. The Wood County Board of Education voted 4-0 to close and merge
Fairplains Elementary School into Martin Elementary School on October 24, 2024. All required
documentation has been completed and submitted.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. If you need additional information, please

contact me at your convenience.

Respectfully,

Chniatad. TN Waltdy

Christie M. Willis, Superintendent
cwillis@k12.wv.us
304-420-9663

1210 Thirteenth Street, Parkersburg, WV 26101-4198 ¢ Christie M. Willis, Superintendent ¢ Phone: 304-420-9663 ¢ Fax: 304-420-9033






IMPACT STATEMENT AND SUPPORTING DATA
FOR THE
CLOSURE AND MERGER

OF FAIRPLAINS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
INTO EXISTING MARTIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

WOOD COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

Prepared Pursuant to

W. Va. Codes §18-5-13 and §18-5-13a and
WVBE Policies 6200 and 6204.

Wood County Schools
Under the direction and authority of
The West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE)

Public Hearings October 23, 2024
County Board to Vote on Proposal October 24, 2024

This template (revised 12/06/23) is provided by the WVDE as a technical assistance tool for county
boards to use in the preparation of their supporting documents for a proposed school closure or
consolidation. This template does not reduce or eliminate the requirements found in WV State Code or
WVBE Policy 6204 as they relate to school closures or consolidations. This document does not replace
or supplant legal assistance provided by counsel engaged to represent the county.






Wood County Schools | Fairplains Merger into Martin Elementary

3.1 County Procedures
WVDE Application for school closure and/or consolidation

Wood County
Closure and merger of Fairplains Elementary into existing Martin Elementary

Scheduled Date of Hearings: October 23, 2024
Scheduled Date of County Board Vote: October 24, 2024

County Procedures
This template shall be used to accumulate and present the data that is requested in Policy 6204
and W.Va. Code 18-5-13a to support the closure or consolidation of a WV public school.

The county shall prepare and submit an impact statement and supporting data concerning
proposed school closings or consolidations to the WVBE for approval in accordance with this
policy and W. Va. Code §18-5-13a. The impact statement and supporting data shall:

[ be available for public inspection in the office of the county superintendent during the
30 days preceding the date of the public hearing,; and

Be delivered in duplicate to the:

4 principal of a school that is proposed to be closed or consolidated, and of any school
which the county designates to receive the students who are relocated as a result of
the closure or consolidation; and

(4 chair of the local school improvement council (LSIC) representing a school that is
proposed to be closed or consolidated, and any school that the county designates to
receive the students who are relocated as a result of the closure or consolidation.

[4—A copy of the notice shall be posted at all schools, bus garages, and maintenance
areas in the county in conspicuous working areas, for all professional and service
personnel to observe.

Christie M. Willis

Clhrs Tt I W04 ) 1224

Superintendent Date:

Reasons and Supporting Data for a Proposed School Closure or Consolidation | Page 3





























































































Wood County Schools | Fairplains Merger inta Martin Elementary

3.6. Superintendent Verification of Board Actions
County Procedures

Date(s) of public hearings:

Closing School: Fairplains Elementary School on October 23, 2024
Receiving School: Martin Elementary School on October 23, 2024

Date of county board approval:
October 24, 2024

Wood County requests the West Virginia Board of Education approve the following
Closure and Merger of Fairplains Elementary into the existing Martin Elementary School.
Checkmark each section and sign below:

[~ The county assures that the applicable sections of the W. Va. Codes §18-5-13 and
§18-5-13a, and WVBE Policies 6200 and 6204 have been addressed.

4 This action is justified by the provided supplemental data and information pertinent to the
following subjects: enrollment, facilities, finance, personnel, transportation, and
educational programs.

4 Documentation of all hearings, motions, written public comments, a synopsis or
transcript of verbal comments, and other actions concerning the proposed school
closings and consolidations were provided in this document.

4 All hearings were properly advertised with a class Ill legal advertisement.

Christie M. Willis
Signature of county superintendent attesting to the completion of all requirements as stated in

W. Va. Codes §18-5-13 and §18-5-13a and WVBE Policies 6200 and 6204.

pmuﬁa'}m,mahi) eg2-24

Superintendent Date:

Reasons and Supporting Data for a Proposed School Closure or Consolidation | Page 34

























































































































































































































































Tuesday, September 17, 2024
Special Meeting
Bailey Board Room
6:00 pm
Doors open at 5:30 pm

1. Opening of Meeting

Subject : A. Call to Order

Meeting : Sep 17, 2024 - Special Meeting

Category : 1. Opening of Meeting

Access : Public

Type : Procedural

Subject : B. Moment of Silence/Pledge of
Allegiance

Meeting : Sep 17, 2024 - Special Meeting

Category : 1. Opening of Meeting

Access : Public

Type : Procedural

Subject : C. Roll Call

Meeting : Sep 17, 2024 - Special Meeting

Category : 1. Opening of Meeting

Access : Public

Type : Procedural

2. Delegations/Public Comments

Subject : B A. Delegations/Public Comment

Meeting : Sep 17, 2024 - Special Meeting

Category : 2. Delegations/Public Comments

Access : Public

Type : Information

Public Content

1120.2.10MANNER OF ADDRESSING THE BOARD AND TIME LIMITS

1. Any citizen may appear and address the board during the Delegations portion of any meeting. Persons who desire to address the
board at a Special Meeting may only discuss the topic(s) that are on the agenda of that meeting.

2, Persons who desire to address the board are encouraged to meet with appropriate school personnel prior to addressing the board.

3. All persons who desire to address the board at a Regular Meeting or a matter identified within the stated purpose of a Special
Meeting as a Delegation must register with the Superintendent no fater than fifteen minutes prior to the scheduled commencement
of any regular or special meeting. They may do so at the Superintendents office during regular business hours. The Superintendent
or the Superintendents designee will also be available to accept registrations at the piace of the meeting, beginning thirty minutes
before the meeting starts. The following information must be provided to the Superintendent by persons who desire to address the
board: name, address or phone number, a concise statement of the subject to be addressed, a list of Wood County personnel who
have been involved in the matter, and a statement indicating the desired action of the board.



Category : 4. Closing of Meeting
Access : Public

Type : Procedural



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

PROPOSED CLOSURE AND MERGER OF FAIRPLAINS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
INTO EXISTING MARTIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

WOOD COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Wood County Board of Education will hold two (2) public hearings on the Superintendent’s
recommendation to close Fairplains Elementary School at the end of the 2024-2025 school year,
and to merge it into the existing Martin Elementary School at that time, as follow:

e LOCATION: Martin Elementary School, 1301 Hillcrest Street, Parkersburg, WV
DATE AND TIME: October 23, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.
Sign in to speak between 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

e LOCATION: Fairplains Elementary School, 615 Broadway Avenue, Parkersburg, WV
DATE AND TIME: October 23, 2024, at 7:30 p.m.

Sign in to speak between 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

If, at the time a hearing is called to order, the Board determines that the location is of insufficient
size to accommodate all who desire to attend, the hearing will be recessed and moved to a new
location of sufficient size to accommodate all those who desire to attend. If that happens, the new
meeting location will be posted at the original meeting location.

If a public hearing is not completed by 11:00 p.m., it will be recessed, to be continued on a date
and at a time designated and announced by the Board just prior to the hearing recess, to be
continued day-to-day until concluded. The public hearings, as well as any reconvened session of
the public hearings, shall end at the conclusion of each hearing’s business or at 11:00 p.m.,
whichever occurs earlier.

ALTERNATE DATES AND TIMES
If, due to inclement weather or other cause, any hearing cannot be held on the scheduled date, the

hearing or meeting will be held at the same location and time as originally scheduled, but on
these dates and times:

e for the hearing at Martin Elementary School, on October 28, 2024, beginning at 6:00 p.m.

e for the hearing at Fairplains Elementary School, on October 28, 2024, beginning at
7:30 p.m.

If for any reason a hearing cannot be conducted on the alternate date or time, the Board will
determine a date or time.

HEARING PROCEDURES

For a period of 30 minutes prior to the commencement of a public hearing, persons may and are
encouraged to register at the hearing location for the purpose of making statements, offering
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CLOSURE AND MERGER
OF FAIRPLAINS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
INTO EXISTING MARTIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Wednesday, October 23, 2024

The specific proposal is to merge Fairplains Elementary into the current Martin Elementary,
resulting in the closure of Fairplains Elementary School.

Fairplains Elementary enrollment has decreased by 58 students over the past ten (10) years.
Over the past 10 years, the height of Fairplains Elementary’s enrollment was during the 2015-
2016 school year at 233 students. Fairplains Elementary has a building utilization capacity for
482 students. The program utilization of Fairplains Elementary is a capacity of 482 students.
With a student enroliment of 162 students, the program utilization of Fairplains Elementary is
33.6%. The desirable program utilization for a school is 85%.

Martin Elementary enroliment has decreased by 54 students over the past 10 years. The 2016-
2017 school year was the height of enrollment in the past decade at 279 students. When the
impact statement and supporting data information was compiled there was an error. The
enrollment on July 22, 2024, was 223 students and not 225 students at Martin Elementary as
stated in the document. | want to put new information on the record for the Board tonight. As
of October 23, 2024, the enrollment at Martin Elementary was 254 students. The October
enroliment number would increase the existing program utilization as stated in the impact book
from 44.4% to 50%.

The current enroliment as of Friday, October 23, 2024, at Fairplains Elementary was 160
students. To put on the record this evening a new program utilization rate utilizing the October
23 enrollment, the projected total enrollment of a merged Martin Elementary School would
change from 389 to 414 students. This would change the program utilization rate from 82.1%
to 87.3%.

The merger of Fairplains Elementary and Martin Elementary will resultin a reduction of
7.5 professional personnel positions and five (5) service personnel positions.

Martin Elementary is located 1.4 miles from Fairplains. Transportation will be provided to
current Fairplains Elementary students to Martin Elementary. The routes will not exceed the
thirty-minute guideline as outlined in the WVDE Policy 6200.

Fairplains Elementary School is not compliant with the American Disabilities Act. Martin
Elementary School is ADA compliant. Martin Elementary will have a secure vestibule
constructed this school year.

The closure of Fairplains Elementary School and merger to Martin Elementary School would
save the Board of Education $861,244.49 (eight hundred sixty-one thousand, two hundred




fourty-four dollars and forty-nine cents) annually. This cost savings is needed as a result of
declining enroliment. Wood County Schools will have less funding for next school year as our

most recent full-time equivalency enrollment number has dropped by 176 FTE to 10,991; this is
the number used in the state funding formula.
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the Centradtor has a weitten
plan lor adrug-izee workplace
policy. Failiire o complete the
Drug Frea Workplaca Genlor-
manoe Affidavil Bid Form shall
result In disqualification of the
Bid. Attantion cf the BIDDERS

dga
HthJuidicial Gouﬂ

- Preparedand submittedby:
AlJohnA. Wiliams, Esq.

- Leigal Axdol West Virginia, Inc.
327 Ninth&t. . .
Patketsburg, WY 26101
(204) 485-67 00ex. 2916
fwilliams @lawy.net

e

lnr‘ the ﬁearlng at ¥an-
Devéndet Middle School, on
Oclobsr 25, 2024, begin-

..
for 1ha hearmg al Jacksan
Middld School, Dn Qelaber -

. copies, Is subrnitted to and

Sign'in to speak batween .

. the Iocal achoo[ Impruva-

. VanDevendar, amition and
Mddie

mesling tasation will be -
posted at the uri inal mest- .

I!apht;ﬁcﬁéanr;g(srm .
- able fof public Inspecl.'on n

-"13th Siréat, Parkersburg,

hsa_mg 196855. N

“the Supemlendenla prope-

- Middio Schoot and Hamilion

.:VIQI'!I'IS, Wes! Virginta,
|h,a schedu'led dale, the -

- hearmg of meallng will bs *_wijng af 83 30 p.m. i, didé te

Septao 0cl7 14 i

.;ll [oc any rea_épn a haa_r-_,

g the propos
eifal, with six (6}

received by the Difiee of the
Supaﬂntendenl of Schdols
at 1210 13th Streat, Park-
ersburg, West Virginia, be-
fore noon on Ogtober 17,
2094, inicll ng any findings

mént couriclls représenting

AEASDNSAND . -
quP_OHTINGI_JA_‘I‘A

hearlnq, wnmn re 3

‘g recom- | -
#endations in the torm of { *
*'an Impaci Statement and

Supporting Data are avall-

the Offica of the Bupeﬁntan—
dent of Schaols at 1210

Wagt Virgin'a, on weekdays
the h:

The Buard 01 Education
ke’ lorrnat cllon on

anibevendar
piddle 5 al the end of
the 2024-20 schoo[yea:,
‘and 15 rigrga it into Jackson

Middle School, al its mest-
Ing at Jackson Middla
Sohool, 1601 34th Street,

Octobar 24, 2024,

egir

Inclement weather or ofher
£ause, the Board mealing
cannpt be hald of the
soheduled dals, the mesting

wili ba higld at the sama le- | |

calion arid time a% originally

sthedufed, but on Uctober -

29 2024,

ChristieM. \Mllis.

S _Supeﬂnmendsm

: W : Dwanoerdd
T - Education

stalsments, offering 1es- Board of Education will hafd
timony, and qisestioning two (2) public heatings on ¢
s¢hool offictels éonce " }ihe Superintendéni’s feconm-
the proposits.Each hearing mendatien ko ¢ldse Fair:’
vl begin with &n oral sum- plaing Elementary School at -
math a rapresenlawa of the end of the 2024-2025
Waod Cnunty Bchools of school ysar. and 1o merge it

inte the gxisting Martin Ele-
menWySchoo! at thatuma
aslollows:

LD¢ATION: Martin Elg-
mantary Bchool, 1301
Hillerest Stres, Parkars~
burg, W¥

DATE AND TIME‘ Oc'tober
23,5004, 8t6:00p.m.

-18lgn in to speak balwesn
5:30p.m. andsoop.rn,

LOCATION Falrp1alns Eler
mentary-Schaal, 61 §
Broadway Avenue, Pafkars
burg, WV

DATE AND TIME: Dclober
23, M-i alTﬂOp moo

. 7-00p .an\ﬂ'Sﬂpm.

. il at lhe imea hea.rlnu
is called to order, the Board
detarrnines that the location
is of insufficlerit siza to &g«
" | é6mmodafa all who desire -
to atanid, the hearing will be
recessed and moved o & |
new logation of sufticient -
size lo A odate all

. 1ha proposals, Each hearing

will bagn with an oiel Saim-

mary by a reprasenlative of | -
. Weod Colinty Schools of '
* the ressons and supporting

. data in connecticn with the
pruposed action by the
Board. Speake;s wilk then

. be'vecognized [n the order

in 'which thay remstered
Each speaker shak b {imil-
ad ta fivae (5} inutes ui-
tess; In accordance with
Baard Policy. 1000, the
President feduces that time
mil lo provide all persona
wlshlng 1o spea he op-
‘portunityladosd, -

SUBMISSIONOF

; WHI'I'TENW\TEH:IAL

* any writteri matenial submit-

ted bymambers of the pub-
lip goreniing the proposals

- i the material, With $iX (6] -
. coples, Is submitted 10 and | -
‘7eceivad) by thez Cfice of the

ipal dadent of Schodls
at 1210 130, Strea!, Park-
- ersburg, West Virginia, be-
fore_noon on Qelober 21,

- 2024, inalwling any fincings

and reoommendalions from
the, focal sehool Irnprcwa-

‘rilent ¢obacls tepresanting

Falrplalns and Marlln Fle-
mentar

K triobe Who deslra to attend.

If that happens, 1he new
meeling location will be
posted 4 at the original meét-
Inglocauon_

1 & public hearing Is not
cempletad by 11:00 pam., it
will be regessed, 1o be coft- -
tinted gn & dals add al a
time dasignated and an-’
nousiced by ihe Board just’
prlono the heanng recess,
10 ba conl.lnued day-lo-day
vitil conclided. The public
haarlngs as well as any |
facanvensd sessicn of the
public hearings; shall end at
the conclusion of ¢ach
hearing s business or at
11:00 p.m., whiche\rar e
wrseallier

ALTEHNATEDATESAND
TIMES -~

, dué 1o inclement
weathér or olher causs, any
hearing cannel ba hald on .
‘| the seheduléd dats, the

. heating or mastinig will be

- | held at the same location
|ard time as ariginally

scheduled, but on these
dalesandtimes: .

+ for the hearing at Marttn -
*| Elénientary School, on O¢-
tobar 28, 2024, beginning at
&00p.m.

plains Elemantary Schicol,
ningat7:30 g.m.

Ii for any teason a hear-
Ing canngl be éonducled on
~]the ailerna até ar tima,
the Board will determine a
daleorlirna_

b

« for the hearing at Falr- B

on Oglober 28, 2024, begin- -

 Seplan,0cf7, 14,21

EASONSAND ,
SUPPORTINGDATA.

Lintil the date of the first

. hearing, wittein reasons for

the Supermendsnt's recoi-

."mendatfons in the form &f

afi Impact Statemant and

_Supponiing Data’aré ‘avall-
~abla for putlio. rnspecﬁnn i

the Office of i Superinlen:

“dent of Sthaols at 1210

131h Sirest, Parkersburg.

“West Virgina, on weekdnys

belwasnlha haurs of am
a.n, and4:30p.m
EINAI,A(_:TION

s Boerd of Edugalicn
" will take o action en
the Stipernierident’s propo«

- gl o clo Falmplalns Ele-

mentary Schaol and merga
g Martin Ela-
menlary School at s mest

ing at Jackson Middla |-

Schnol 1301 34u1 Slragt,

Oclobei 24, 2024 :
ning at §:30 g.m. If, ‘dua fo
inclement waather or cther

cause, ihe Board masling -

cannat be held an thé
scheduled date, the meeling

wifl bé held 21 tha same.lo- | -

cation and fme aa originally

. scheduTed, but on Ocl_o‘bar

29,2024,

Chitsta! M‘ WIIE

: And rl apﬁaarlnu by an af-
f:davll tiled in this action that -

. tha plaintiff has used due dili-

gence te ascerlaln !he

‘sHaat,

Sentz3.80

r ot
1he defendanl(s) without ef-

WVLegaJs .
htlszIvMsgalacom
Thls webiite |8 a

ublic
service made possible by

TRAIN ONLINE TO Do

. MEDICAL BILLING! Ba-
come a Madicat Offics. .
Professional online at CTi!
Gt Trained, Cerlified &

" readyto! work In months!.
Gall 877-635-0244, - The
Mission, Program (nforma-
tion and Tuman is localed
atCarger-Tech

T consumar- mfurmatlon.

tsthat niove
(-Foam Forresul atiiove

Susan Burfield,

MISCELLANEOUS
_DONATE YOUR CAR. : il
- truck, boat, RV and more "
o support our Va!erans1
Schédule a FAST, FREE
vehicle'pickup and ecelva’
a top tax daductiont Call
Vateran Car Benations at
833-964-4 B?tndayl

1.

BATH & SHOWER UP-
: BATES In as ljtlle as ONE ™~
DAY! Affordable prices -
. l};lalyrnents for 18
g mnn Lifetinie warranty
L& profeasmnal Insta! 5.
Senier,

" Discounts avallable Calr QGSWSSOS‘i@Qma!'ioom
: MBO1 -2044

. L aulaMcHenry, Broker
ELIMINATE GUTTER 5
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, lhe most ad-
vancéd debris-blocking
gutter protection.

chedulé a FREE Leafs
et B b

" off Enlire Purchase, Plus :

. 10% Senior & Military

Discounts, Call == EALTY)

—844—295—2840 :

- Bmp Wiry Covprpesie

PFIEPARE FOR POWEE
QUTAGES TODAY wilh

Generatar. Act
caivé a FREE 5-
" ranty wilh qual

o hd
1 844 901 2301 today to
schedule a fre@ quote, it's
not just a gener:lor It‘s a
puwsrmm'e i

UP 7O $15 #00.00 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE 1N
SURANCE! Na medical
exam or health questions.
Cash 1o help ?ay funeral

- and other final expenses;
Call Physncians ife In-'
‘surance Compal

. BB88-217-5558 or visit
wwwi.LifeSEplus.infolwy | -

SAERCIE WARTH

“TUB. Cumprahenswe l| SW6 Raalty Is one °f the
time warranty fastagt %rowing indepen-

Top-of-the-line lnstallatlon * dent real gtate agencies

sefvice. Now fealuring ~int P

our FREE shover pack- R

age and $1600.Off for a

limited timel Call 1oday!

.. Finanting avalla all
SBafe Step 1-844-903—1232
S NQTIGE L
JAll real gstate advertised
herein is subject 0 the

KlmW|Ison

- gin, or intentloni inéike
any stich preferences, lim- -
Ilauonsorn’ scﬁmlnau

- Slate laws Iorhld dlscnml-
natlon in the sale, rertal or
adverlising of real estate -

based on factors in addi-
tion to those proiected
undar fadaralta:

- LindzMaster
- OwnerBrokerGHEWV
40) 3501452

OV Benchmark
Realhv. LLC
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o PR ¥ | ey
e Py s - Classified |
5-Legals §-Legals . 5—lLegals . . 5~Legals . §-Legals “5=1egdls 15—Specialotice 40— Reallors
—— - - - —— e And L appearing by énal. - YETZER at any time Financin available, Call g
NOTICEQF Ing cannot be conducled on NCTICEOP : fidawit 11Iedpin Ihis action that thersaltr. A copy of said Safe Step%-SM—BOS-m&
. PUBLICHEARINGS ihe alterrate date or tims, PUBLICHEARINGS HEARINGPROCEDURES the plaintfl has wsed dus dil-  complaiet can be oblalnad
o the Board wiit determine a Lo S Ece lo ascerialn the from the undersignad Clerk at PREPARE FOR POWER
PROPOSEGCLOSURE dale o time. PROPQSECCLOSURE Fo1 a period of 30 ?eslﬂenca or whereabouts of beroffice. e QUTAGES with Briggs &
. ANDMERGEROFVAN- . . . ANGMERGEROF minutes prior 10 tha com- the defendani(s) without ef- X Siratton
“DEVENDERMIDDLE HEARRNG PROCEDURES . FAIRPLAINS mencement of @ public  tec), Entered by e Cleik of PowerProtect(TMA stand- " °
SCHOQLINTGUACKSON ELEMENTASIYSCHOOL  hearing, persons may and sald Colr 10/1/24. ) by generators - the most
MIDDLE SCHOOLAND For a 'pariod of 30 INTOEXISTINGMAATIN  are encouraged 16 regisler " It Is ardered that TEARY powerful home standby ;
HAMILTGNMIDDLE minutés prior fo thé com- ELEMENTARYSCHOOL  at lhe hearing location for| L ARCHER du serve upon Jst; Pafina Yearago ?enqralors availzble, i
SCHOOL - " mengement of & public the purpose of making|  Magistrale Waters, magls- MagietrlaCowtclerk 1ndustry-le ading
- hearing, persons may and WOODCOUNTY BOARD statlamatits, offering tas- \rate, whoss address is 401 . comprehengive warranty -
WOODCOUNTYBOARD  are ancouraged lo register OF EDUGATION _(imony, and questioning |*  znd Sirset Suite 12 Parkers-  Det7.14 - . 7 yoars ($849 valus.)
' OFEDUCATION at the haaring locatien for . schoel offictals goncerning |~ purg WV 26101 anansweror Proudly made in the
: the putpose ol making The Wood Colnty - the progosals, Fach hearing | gther detensd to the complalat - . 15.8,A, Call Briggs & Strat-
Tha Wood County - statements, oHering 185+ Board of Education will hold  will begin with an- oral sum- filed In fls action on or Betore W Legals ton1-855-609-1433.
Board of Education will hold  1lmony, and queslioning two (2) public heBrings on " mary by 4 reprasent tive ol iomber 16th, 2024, other- -ege - T
. lthree (3} pitblic hearings on  school cfilclals cemir fhe Superintendent’s fecom- . - Wood Gounly Schools o1f  yise judgment l;y datautt will hitpswegals coin : GET A BREAK ON YOUR
. |the Superintendent's recom- _ the propdsals. Each hearing mendation fo clase Fair-  he reasons and suppartng| e taken zgainst TERRY L: - TAXES! Donate your car,
mendation to clase Van- - will begin with an ofal sum- plains Elementary School a1 'data In connectionwithhe | -~ ARCHER at any time This websita is & public truck; or SUY to assist the

Devender Middla School at

the end of the 2024-2025

schao! year; and to merge it

Inte Jacksdn Middle School -

and Hamlton Middle School

atthattme;asloiow: .~ -
i

LOCATION: vanDevender
Middle Schesh, 918 31st
| street, Parkersburg, .

" | DATE AND TIME: Octaber
.| 21,2024, t6:00p.m.

§lgn in to speak belween
530 p.m. and 50020

LOCATION: Hamilton Mid-
dle §cheol, 3501 Cadilias
1 | Drive, Parkersturg, WY
DATE AND TIME: October
24,2024, 816:00p..

.. | sign in Yo speak betwesn
5:30pm.andé00p.m. -

LOCATION: Jackson Mid-
. |d1e Scheol, 1601 34th
Strael, Viema, WV .
|DATE AND TIME; Cctober

24,8024,8t730pm. <
. |siga In to speak belween
7:.00p.m.ard 7:30p.m.

- If, at the fime & hearing
Is ealled to ordar, ihe Board
determines 1hat the location
35 of Insufficient size to ac-
commodate dll who dasire
to sttend, the heating will be
recessed and moved lo a
naw Location of sufficient .
size to acscommodate all
those who desire to atlend.
o7 |If that happens, the naw”™
meellng location wil ke,
“s. ]posted at ihe original meet-
.~ |ingiocation,

A if a pubile hearing is not
completed by 11:0¢ p.m., it
will be fecassed, lo be con-
tinued on & date and at 8
{ime designated and an-
noinged by {he Board just
| prior te.the hearing racess,
to ba continued day-to-day
untit canclused. The gublic
. [hearinga, 48 well'as any
| reconvenad session of the
" | public hearings, shall end at
the gantlusion of each
haaring‘s business or at
11:00 p.m., whichever ot-
cursearier. ! .

ALTERMATE DATES AND
TIMES .

if, due to inclement
L, wealher or olher cause, any
- heating cannot be held oa
tha scheduled data, the
hearing or meeting will be
hald a1 the same lacation
and time as originally
.+ |scheduled, but on these
datesandiimes; " : T

. [ter the hearing a1 Van:
Deverider Middle Scheol, on
October 25, 2024, begin-
ning&tg:00p.m. -
tor the hearing at Hamilton

28, 2024, beginning at 6:00
pm. : .
; for the haaring at Jacksen
| Middle Schéal, on October
24, 2024, beginning a1 7:20
pm. .

If fos any reason a hear-

“‘ersburg, West Virgi

Middle Sencel, an October ™~

mary by a represenitative of
Wood Gounty Schools of
the reascns and supporting
data in cennection with the
propesed action by the
Board. Speakers will then
be recogrilzed in the order
In which they registered.
Fach spaaker shali be limit-
ed to tive {5} minutes un-
lass, in accordance with

‘Bodrd Policy 10900, the

President reduces that time
limit te provide all persons
wishing la speak the op-
portunilytodoso.
SUBMISSIONOF
WRITTENMATERIAL

The Roard will conslder

 any written materlal submit:
ted by mambers of the pub-|

fie concerning the proposais
it the matarial, with six (8)
coples, is' ubmiited io and
racalved by the Office of the

. Supe:intandent of Schaols

ark-
be-
fors naen on Oclober17,
2024, including any lindings

and recommendations from | -

the loéal school Improve-
mient councils representing
VanDevender, Hamilton and
Jackson Micdle Schools.

REASONSAND
SUPPORTINGDATA

-_Uniil the date of the first

hedring, Writler feasans fer | -

the Superintendant’s revem-

‘mandaiions in the lorm of

an Impact Statement and
Supporting Dala are avail-
able tor public inspection in
the Office of the Superinten-

darit of Schoals at 1210

13th Street, Parkersburg,
Wast Virgin'a, on waekdays
betwsen the hotfs of 8:00
am.and4:30p.m.

FINALAGTION

Tha Board of Equa;.‘allon .

will take formal action on
ihe Superintendent's prope-

'sal to close VanDevender|
* Middle School atthe end ol .
‘| the-scheduled date, the .

the 2024-2026 schbol year,
and to melge |t irito. Jacksoa
Middle School and Hamllon
Middle School, atits mest-
ing at Jackson Middle
School, 1601 241h Steest,
viénna, West Virginla,'on

_Oclober 24, 2024, begin-

ning &t 8:30 p.m. if, dus lo
inclement weather or cther

.cause, 1he Board mesling

cannot be held ‘on the
schieduled date, the meeting

" will be held at the sams ls-
[cation and time as originally |-

scheduled, but on Octebar
2=9.2D24, :

. - Buperintendent
Wotd CountyBoard ol
Education

Sept30, Oct?, 14,21

. ChiislioM. Wilis, | -

school year, and fo merga it
fnto the existing Marlln Ele-
mantary Scheal al that time,
as 3

LOGATION: Martin Ele-
maniary School, 1301
Hiltcrest Straet, Parkers-

23,2024, 2t6:00p.m,
Sign In 10 speak babieen
5:30p.m.and6:00p.m. .

LOGATION: Falrplalna Ele-
mentary School, 615
. j Broadway Avenue, Parkers-
burg, Wy - oL
DATE AND TiME: Oclober
23,2024, &t7:30p.m.

Sign in t¢ speak between
7:005.m.and 7:30p.m. -

is called to order, the Board
datarmines thal the locafion’
is of Insiifliclgnt sizd to ac-
commodate all who desire
10 attend, tha haaring will be

new location of sufficient
$lze_to acdommodale alt
those who desirs to atlend.
If that happena, the new
meeting localion will be
posted at the original mest:
inglocation.

If 2 publlc hearing Is nct
¢ompleted by 11:00 p.m., it
will be recassed, to be con-
firiuad 6n & date’and st
time designaied and an’
nounced by the Board just
prior to e héaring recess,
to be continuzd day-to-slay

hearings, as well ag any
raconvened $esslon of the
public hearings, shall end &t
the conglusion of each
hearing's business or at
1100 p.fs,. Whichever o~
cursegriier. :

ALTERNATEDATESAND
TIMES

- 11, dus lo Inclenient
weather oF other cause, &ny
hearing cannet be held on

hearing o meeting will be
heid at the same lodation
and ime as originally
scheduled, but.on thass
datesand times: .

tober 28, 2024, beginning al
&:00pm. .

pialns Elementary Schooi,

‘| ninga17:30pm.”

1na Board will delarming 2
dateortima. -~

the snd of the 2024-2025 - proposed ‘action by the

burg. WY
DATE AND TIME: Octobar -

It, at the timo a hearing

recessed and movedto a .

until concluded. The public -

. It Tritg existing Martin Fie-

= for the r'\e'a:ing al Martin !
Efemsntafy Sehool, 6n Oc- -

* for tha hearing at Falr-
on Octobor 28, 2024, baginr
* Iffor ahy reason s heai-

- | ing cannot ba conduéted on
{1he altatnate daté or lima,"

Board, Speakers will then]”
be récognized in the order
in which they registerad.
Esgh speaker shall be limit-
ed to five (5) minules un-

ihereafter. A copy ol sald
complaint can ba eblained
trom the-undersigned Clerk at

hetoffice

Enieted by ﬁ'ge Cterk of

WUntil the date of the first
hearing, wiitlen reasons for | -
the Superintendeni’s recom-
mendalions in tha form of
&n impact Stalement and

less, it accordance with
Soard Policy $000, the| - _“pdcw"mm“
President reduces lhat time fss;PaulinaYearego
limit io provide all persons | Magistrale Court Cletk
wishing ta speak tha op- -
porunitytodaso. . Oct?, 14 s
SUBMISSIONOF ‘QRDEADFE ..
- WRITTENMATERIAL PUBLICATION
a0 : I . INTHEMAGISTRATE
The Boarid will congider | - COURTOFWOODGOUNTY,
any wrilten materid] submit- * .- WESTVIRGINIA
ted-by membsis of tha pub- : Co
Tie e ing the propo: CityolP
it the material, with six {8) PQBox 1827
coples, is submitied to and Parkersburg Wy 26102
recelvi by the Office of tha .o Pt
Siperintendant ¢f Schoojs . ‘
at 1210 13th Straet, Park- v . C
ersburg, West Virginia, be~ - Clvll Action
fate noon on Qetober 25, No.24-M54C-01302
2024, nciuding any findings . L
and recommendatins from DAVID& KATHERINE
tne lgcal school impiove- LIPSCOME : - c
ment coungils representing | * 161916th St ) :
* Falrplains and Martin Ele- Paryersburg, WV26101 ° .
" mentary Schools. .. . Daefendant
FREASONSAND . The object of the above
SUPPORTINGDATA - gniitlad action Is Yo obtain

judgment in the aniount of
51262,55 plus cours cost and
inlerest from the datd of judg-
melagainsithedelandant(s) -

And it appearing by an af-
fidavit tited in ihis action fhat

Suppertirig Data are avail- :d [n 1his :

able for public inspection in | - the plainiifi hias used dus dili-
the Office of the Superinten- gence'to ascertain the
dent of Schools at 1210 residance or whareaboiits of
‘1ath Street, Parkersbur ::\; (s} without et

West Virginia, on weekdays
betwean the hours of 8:00
a.m.and4:30p.m.

FINALACTION

. - The Board ¢f Education
wlli 1ake formal, action on
tha Supériniendsnl’s propo-
@l 1o close Falrplaing Ele-
mentary Schedl afid merge

meniary Schooi at fis mest:
Ing at Jackson Middle
Schaol, 1601 34th Stres!,
-Vignna, West Virginia, on
Cétober 24, 2024, begin-| -
fing at 8:30 po. 11, dus to

"Incleniént weather of other |

cause, the Board meeting
cannot be heid oo fhe
the meeting

29,2024,
" Christis, Wi, |-

<. Superiniedent
Wood CountyBoardof | -

Septan, 0ci7, 14,21,

i’arketﬁbilrg,\h‘\'zaﬁj .
v .. Dotendan

~-—The abject of the above -

entitled actian is 1o obtain

_ Enteréd by the Clerk of
said CountUsr3o/s. -

T ek PavinaYearsge 17152378t

tis ordered that DAVID &
KATHERINE LIP$COMB do
serve upon Magistrate Purkay,
maglstrate, whose, address, s
401 2n¢ Streat Suite 12 Parke

" grebiirg WV 26101, an answer

ar ether defenisa to the com-
plaint filed in thig acfion on of
betora Novéimber 15th, 2024,

otharwise [udgment by default - - -

-l ba taken againit DAYID &
KATHERINE LIPSCOMB ot
any time fhereafiar, A copy of

‘said complalnt can be ob: - : - -
. taiged from the u_ri'der'slgnad Ingtal, Ffaa H-DVE: Up

Clerkatheroffice. -

Enterad by the Clark of
sald Court 39/30/24. .

Isr..Pauﬁna'Year_etjo
Magigirate CourtClerk
oct7,14 - -
ORDEROF.., © '
** PUBLICATION .- .-
 INTHEMAGISTRATE
GOURT OF WOQD COUNTY,
- WESTVIRGINIA -

City ol §Mar§l;qrg

. POBOXY6ZT.° . L., .
ParkersburgWv 261

Plaintft
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- EARTHLINK. E.nicié

- -speads from 5 and 4
LTE networks, no con-'

_service made possible by
‘The Parkarsburg News
and Seéntinel and West
Virginla Préss. Al legal
ads published In The
Parkersburg News and
Sentine! are also pub-
lished on the wabsite at
NO additional cost. This
_easy to uge wabsite is
designed to assist ciizans

who want 1o know more-

abotr the 2ations of local,
county and state govern-
ments as well as events
" ogeurring in the local and
statecolttsystems. - -

+ 15 Speciallotice - -
| HEMTEHUMEDICAL -
'DONT LET THE STAIRS
LIMITYOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal soluticn
fof anyons who stuggles
..on the stairs, Is congerne
~about a fall or wants 1o re
ga[n access 1o thelr entire

ome. Call Ameritilide to-
dayl 1:844-592-5113

‘PORTABLE OXYQEN
CONCENTRATOR May
Be Govered by Medicaral

- Reclaim Indepandence

* aihd mobility with the com-

act deslgn-and
long-lasting battery of Ino-
en One.’ Fres [nformation

KillGal833-274-3943
DENTAL INSURANGE
frem Physicians Mutual In-
~gurance Company. Covar:
.age for 400 plus pro-
¢edures. Real dental in-
surasce - NOT Just a
* discount Eﬂan. Do not waitl
“Gall now] Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all-the.detalils!
1-8655:405-
ww.dentalsOplus.comy . -
pressfE268 .

WTERNET/TV
GET DiSH SATELLITE
TV + INTERNETI -Fras

rade,- s
n-Demand Movias, Plus
Lifnited Time Up To $600
1n Gitt Cards, Call Todayl
18857364350 .

'CONMEGT. TO THE

BEST WIRELESS HO%'IE ’

NTERNET WITH

- fyacls, eas inglallation,
‘and d_a'lg&_ans up to 300
+ G3B.Cal| B44-230-3640

‘{0 $25Qyear on yous talk,
19x1 and data. No contract

"+ and no hidden fees. Un-

fimited talk &nd text with

{lexble data plans. Prami-

um nationwida coverage.
100% L.3, based ousto-

mer s@rvica. For mare in- .1

cformallon,
1E65-6156411

SWITGH AND SAVE up

blind and visually im-
“paired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and
secure a %eneraus fax
‘credit for 2025. Call Heri:
tage forthe Blind Today at
1:856-368-§004 today

WHEN YOU WANT THE
BEST; you want Omaha
Steakst 100% guaranteed -
-and delivered to your
doorl Our. Butcher’s
Deluxe Package makes a .
graa! gift and comas with
8 FREE Burgers ONLY -
$8¢6.99, -Call
1-877:460-6356 and
mention code 77318CKG
or - vl s it
www.omahasteaks com/
Delwe9637

.. 'NOTICE -
ANl real estate advertised
_hefein is subjsct to the
“Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes H illegal to
advertise any preference, .
limitation or, discrimination
based on tace, cator, ioli-

icn, sex, handicap, fami-

jal status or hational ori-
gin, or Intention to make

ny such preferences, lim-
ital

Forresﬂﬂshatmovg;{ou.
SusanBurfield, Broker

R

RE#AA

. . 2510MurdochAva.; -
Parkerstuig, WY 26104

g4@gmeail com

e InWV.
PaulaMcHenry, Broker
B &

gas

3 of diserimination.

State laws forbid discrimi-
- natioh in the sale, rental or
advertising of real estale
- based on factors in addi-
tion to those protected
_ underTederallaw. )

Wa will not knowingly ac- .
“cepl any adver g fo

yea! estale which is in vio-
lation of the law.-All per-
sons are heréby informed
that all dwellings adver-
tised are avajigble oh an
equal opportuntiybasis.”

Belors responding to any
advartisement requesting
-that money be sent or in-
-vasted, you may wish to -
Investigale the company -
and offering. The Parkers-
burg News & Sentine) -
Qﬂl‘l[’lO assume any
. fes ;lbj_litr for the valldi-
ty of the offerings ad :
- tised within the classified
pages. For more irforma-

-tion and assistance re-... SWC Reall
garding the nvestigation | Cell:304-615-4774
of Business Opportunities, Office: 204-485-9569

.- The Parkersburg News & TR
Sentingl urgas Its 1eaders * SWC Really is one of U

tastast growing indepe

to contact the Better Busi-
deptreal eglate agench

- ness Bureau.

nessBuread. .. - @

_AII:‘UBll.lS}«lig|:_|'5_:|,,'c,?:.1t g nthecountry. ;
real estata adverlising N S

"in this newspaper is sub- SWCrealty.oom,

jact to the Fair Housitg - - Seott Cavinee/Broker

-Act which makss it d1egal Lol

10 advertise “any prefe:- o emall: -

ence, limitation or discrim- lnorfnan@swcfealty,con

.ination based on race
color, refigion, sex, hang
cap, familial stalus or n:
tioria) origin; or an inten-
tion to make any such
preference mitation or
discrimination”. Familia
status includes ¢hildren
urider the age of 18 living

- with patents or légal cus-

odians, pregrant women

gall. and psople secyring cus-
. 2 b
* This newspaper will pot

ofchildrenunder18. .
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POBax feg7 ALMADOVAR do serve upon PO Box1627 trate, whose address is 401
NOTICEQF ing cannot ba conducled on NGTICE OF
PUBLICHEARINGS  he allsrnate date or time,
the Board will determing 4 PUBLICHEARINGS .HEARJNGPROCEDURES
KE‘D’Z‘E%E%S?S\,”&E dateortine. PROPOSEDCLOSURE  For a period of 30
" ANDMERGEROF Mminytes priof to tha com-
S&Eo‘g":ﬁ?gmgﬂé%r‘ HEARING PROCEDURES FAIRPLAING mencement of a public
MIDDLESGHOOL AND e . ‘ ELEMENTARYSCHOOL hearing, persons may and
HA TONMIDDAL.; _For a period of 3¢ INTOEXISTINGMARTIN  are encouraged to register
I3 minutes prior lo the com- ELEMENTARYSCHOOL  at the hearing location far
SCHOOL mencement of a public the purpose of making
hearing, persons may and WOODCOUNTYED, t i "
WOODCOUNTYBOARD are encouraged 1o ragistsr oy B0ARD T, bRt
OF EDUCATION al the hearing localion for "

the purpose af meking

The Wood Countyslatemants, oifering tes-
Board of Education will holdtimony, and questioning
threa (3) public hearings anschool officials concerning
the Superintendent's recom-the proposals. Each hearing
mendatlen to cless Yan-will begin with an oral sum-
Devender Middle School atmary by a represantative of
the end of the 2024-2025Wo0d County Schools of
seheol year, and ko merge ithe reasons and supporilng
inta Jacksan Middls Schooldata in connection with 1ha
and Hamilten Middls Schoolproposed action by tha
atthattime, astollow: Board. Speakess wlil then

i} be recognized in the order
LOCATION: YanDevenderin which they registarad.
Middle Seheal, 918 31siEach speaker shall ba limit-
Street, Parkersburg, ed to five {5) minutes un-
DATE AND TIME: Octeberlass, In accardance with
21,2024, at8:00p.m. Board Policy 1009, the
Sign in o speak betweenPresident reduces thal time
§:30p.m.and6.00 p.m. fimit to provide all parsons

wishing 1o speak tha op-

LOCATION: Hamilton Mid-portunitytodoso.
dle Schoo}, 3501 Cadillac
Drive, Parkersburg, YW SUBMISSIONOF
DATE AND TIME: OcloberWRITTENMATERIAL
24,2024, a16:00p.m.
Sign in to speak between
5:30p.m.and &:00p.m.

The Board will consider
any written malerial submit-
ted by members of the pub-
LOCATION: Jackscn Mid-lc conceming the propesals
dle Schaal, 1801 341hif the malterial, with shx (6}
Street, Vienna, Wy copies, Is submitled 1o and
DATE AND TIME: Dcloberreseived by the Oftice of the
24,2024, at7:30p.m, Superintendant of Schools
Sign in to speak betweanal 1210 13th Street, Park-
T:00p.m.and 7:30p.m, ersburg, West Yirginia, be-

{ora noon on Cctober 17,

H, al tha lime a hearing2024, incluging any findings
¥s called to order, the Boardand recommendations from
determines that the locationlhe local school improve-
is of insuficlent size to zc-ment councils representing
commadate all who desireYanDevender, Hamillan and
1o altend, the hearing will beJeckson Middle Schools.
recessad and moved to a
new focation of sufficientFEASONSAND
size to accommodate 21ISUPPORTING DATA
those who desire o altend.

IF that happens, the new  Until the date of the first
mesling lacation will behearlng, written reasons for
posled at the original meel-the Supsrintendent's recom.
inglocation, mendations In the form of
an Impact Statament and
! a public hearing is notSupporting Data are avail-
completed by 11:00 p.m., ilable for public inspection in
wili ba recessed, 1o be con-ths Otfice of the Superinten-
tinyed on 2 dats and at adent of $chools at 1230
Wme designated and an-13th Street, Parkersburg,
nounced by the Board jusiWest Virginia, on weekdays
ptior ke iHe hearing recess,between the hours cof 8:00
to be conlinued day-to-dayam. and4:30p.m.
until concluded. The public
hearings, as well a5 anyFINALACTION
reconvened session of the
Publichearings, shall end at  The Board of Educalion
the conclusion of sactwill take formal action en
hearing's business or atthe Superintandent's propo-
11:00 p.m,, whichever oc-sal 1o close VanBDavender
- | cursearfler. Middle School at the end of
the 2024-2026 school year,
ALTERNATE OATES ANDand ta merge i into Jackson
TIMES Middla Schoo! and Hamillon
Middle School, atils meet-
If, due to inclementing at Jackson Middle
weather or alher cause, anySchoal, 1601 34th Sireet,
hearing cannot be held onVisnna, West Virginia, on
the scheduled date, theGetober 24, 2024, begin-
hearing or meeting will bening at 8:30 p.m. If. dve to
held at the same locationinclement weather ar other
and time as originallycause, the Board meating
seheduled, bul on thesecatinot be held on the
dates andlimes: scheduled dale, the meeling
) will be held at the same lo-
fer the hearing at Van-alion and ime as orignally
Devender Middie School, onscheduled, but on Oclober
Qctober 25, 2024, begin-20,2024.

ningaté:00p.m. ChiistieM. Wilke,

for ths hearing at Hamilton Supesintendent
Middle School, on Oclober Woad County Boardal
29, 2024, beginning at 6:00 Education

.
for 1he hearing at JacksonSeptd0, 017,14, 21
Middle Schoal, on October )
28, 2024, beginning at 7:30

p.m,

If for any reason & hear-

" lis cafled 1o order, tha Boardersburg, West Virginia, be-

sehoal officials conceming

The Wood Countythe proposals. Each hearing
Board of Education will holdwlil bagln with an oral sum-
twa {2) public hearings onmary by a represantalive of
the Supsrintendent's recom-Wood County Schools of
mendation {o clase Fair-the reasans and suppoding
plains Elemenlary School aldata In connection with the
the end of the 2024-2025proposed acilon by the
school year, and to merge itBoard. Speakers will then
Into the exlsting Marin Ele-be racognized in the order
mentary School al that time,in which they registerad.
asfoflows: Ezch speaker shall be limit-
ed 1o five (5) minutes un-

LOCATION: Martin Eledess, in accordzance with
mentary School, 130180ard Paticy 1000, the
Hillorast Sireet, Parkers-President reduces that time
Burg, Wy limit to provida all persons
DATE AND TIME: Octoberwishing to speak the op-

23,2024, 516:00p.m, portunitytodoso.

Sign in {o speak betwean

5:30p.m.and §:00pm, SUBMISSIONOF
WRITTEN MATERIAL

LOCATION: Faitplans Ele.
mentary Scheel, 615  The Board will consider
Broadway Avenue, Parkers-any writtan material submi-
burg, Wy ted by membevs of the pub-
DATE AND TIME: Oclaberlic concerning the propasals
23,2024, 817:30p.m. it lhe matariat, with six (6)
Sign In to speak betweencopies, is submitted to and
700 p.m.and 7:30p.m. recaived by the Ofiice of the
Superintendent of Schoals
If, at the 1ime & hearingat 1210 13th Sireet, Park-

delarmines that the focationlore nacn an October 21,
is'of insutilcient size to &c-2024, including any findings
commodate all who desireand recommendations from
fo attend, the hearing wil' bethe tacal schoa! improve-
recessed and moved le ament councils i

ClvitAction
No.24-M54C-01580

Gregory J Yetzer

1137 LynnSt

Parkersburg, WV 26101
Defendant

The objact of the above

entitled action js to obtain’

judgment in the amount ot
$1126.73 plus court cos] and
Interest from 1ha date of judg.
mentagainstthe detendant(s)

And it appearing by sn at-
1idavit filed in this action that
the plaintilt has used dus dili-
gence 10 ascertain the
residence or whereabouts of
the defendant{s} withoui al-
foct. .

It is ordered that GRE-
GORY J YETZER do ssrve
upan Magistrate Purkey, mag-
Istrate, whose address is 401
2nd Street Suite 12 Parkars-
burg WV 26101, an answer or
ather defense to the complalnt
filed in thiz action on or befora
November 18ih, 2024, cthar-
wise Judgment by defaull will
be laken agalnst GREGORY J
YETZER al aay time
thereafter. A copy of said
complaint gan be ‘obtained
from the undersigned Clark at
heroffice.

Enlered by tha Clerk of
said Court 107124,

15/, PaviinaYearego
Magistrate CounGlerk

Oct7,14

10~-Happy Ads

new tocation of suflicientFairplang and Martin Ele-

size to accommodate altmentary Schools.

1hose who desire 10 allend.

)l that happens, the nawREASONSAND

meeting location will beSUPPORTING DATA

posted at the original meet-

Inglooation. Unill the date of the first

hearing, written reasons for
# a public hearing is notthe Sup: endent’s recam-

complefed by 11:00 p.m., itmendations in the form of

will ba recessed, 1o be con-an [mpact Slatement ang

linued on a date and a1 aSupporiing Data are avail-

time designated and an-zble for public inspection in

noungsd by the Board justtha Office of the Superinten-

prior 1o the hearing recess,dsnt of Schoals at {210

ta ba conlinued day-lo-day$3th Street, Parkersburg,

until coneluded. The publicWast Virginiz, on weekdays

hearings, as well as anybotween the hours of B:00

recanvened session of thea,m.and4:30p.m.

public hearings, shall end at

1he conclusien of eachFINALACTION

hearing's business or at

£1:00 p.m., whichever oc-

The Board ol Edycation

cuseardier. wiil take formal action on

the Supariniandent's propa-
ALTEAINATEDATESAND szl to cluse Fairplains Ele-
TMES mentary Schoal and merge

it Into existing Marlin Ele-

. due to inclemenimentary School at its mest-
weaiher or other cause, anying al Jackson Middle
hearing cannot ba held onSchool, 16801 341h Street,
the scheduled data, 1heVianna, West Virginia, on
hearing or meeting will beQctober 24, 2024, begin-
held ai the same lacationning at 8:30 p.m. K, due to
and lime as originallyinclement weather or other
schaduled, but on tha . the Board ting
datesandlimes: cannot be held on the
scheduled date, the meeting

* Jar-the hearing at Martinwill be held at the same lo-
Elementary Schoel, on Oc-calion and Ims as originally
tober 28, 2024, beginning atscheduled, bu! on Oclaber

8:00p.m, 29 2024,

* for the hearlng at Fair- Christi M. Wilis,
plains Elementary School, - Superintendent
on Celober 28, 2024, begin- ‘Wood County Board of
ningat7:30p.m, Education

IF tor any reason a hear-Sept30.0ct7, 14, 21
ing cannot be condugled on
the alterpate dala of fime,
thia Board wlll determine a
dateorbime.

Farl(ersbur_g WV 26102

2nd Sirsel Suite 12 Parkers-
Plalntift  burg WY 26101, an answer or
p}her. defense !o the complaint

WVLegals
hitps:/wviegals.com

This webslte is a public
service mada possible by
The Parkersburg Naws
and Sentinel and West
Virginia Press. Ali lega)
ads published in The
Parkarsburg News and
Sentinel are alsa pub-
lished on the website at
NO additional cost. This
easy to usa website is
designed to assist citizens
who want to know mora
about the actions of local,
county and state govern-
ments as well as evenis
occurring in the local and
state court systems.

15-SpacialNotice
HEALTHMEDICAL

DONT LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY?
Discover the ideal solution
for anyone whao struggles
on the stairs, Is conoérned
about a fall or wanta to re-
ﬁain access to thalr entire

ome. Call AmeriGlide to-
day! §-844-662-5113

PORTABLE OXYQEN
CONCENTRATOR May
Be Covered by Madicare!
Reclaim indépendenca
and mobility with the com-
act design and
ong-lasting battery of Ine-
gen One. Frea information
itlCall833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANGE
from Physictans Mutual In-
surance Company. Gover-
age for 400 pfus pro-
cedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Denta! Information Kit with

Scheduls a FREE Leaf-
Filter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchasé, Plus
10% Senior & Military

Diseourts. Call
1-845-205-2840
PREPARE FOR POWER

QUTAGES TODAY with a

Generac Home Standby

Generator. Act now to re-

celve a FREE 5-Year war-

ranty wilh_qualifyigg plﬁ
a

chase.
1:944-901-2301 today to
schedule a free quote, It's
not just a generator. it's a
powermave.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE IN-

SURANCGE! No medical,
@axam or heglth quasticns.

Cash to halp pay funsral

and other finat expenses,

GCall Physicians Life In+

surance Company‘-

888-217-5559 or visit
www.LHa55plus.infofwy

SAFE STEP. NGRTH
AMERICAS #1 WALK-IN
TUB. Comprehensive life-
time warranty.
Topet-the-lina installation
and service, Now lealuring
our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Cali today!
Financing available. Call
SafeStep 1-844-803-1282

PREPARE FOR POWER
QUTAGES with Briggs &
Stratton @
PowerProtect{ TM} stand-
by peneraters - the most
powarful home standby
?enerators avallable,

ndustry-leading. -

comprshensive warranty -
7 years {$B49 value.)
Proudly made in the
U.8.A Call Bﬁ%%z& Strat-
ton 1-856-609-1433.

GET ABREAK ON YOUR
TAXES| Danate your car,
truck, or SUY to assist the
blind and visually im-
paired. Arrange a swilt,
no-cost vehicle pickup and
$8CUre @ generous lax
ereditfor 2025, Call Heri-
tage for the Blind Today at
1-855-368-9004 taday

WHEN YOU WANT THE
BEST, you want Omaha
Steaks! 100% guaranteed
and delivered to your
doar! Qur Butcher's
Deluxe Package makes a
great giit and comes with
& FREE Burgers ONLY

99.909. Call
1-877-460-86356 and
mention cods 77318CKG

or vl os-it
wiww.omahasteaks.com/
Deluxegba7y

N

OTICE

All real pstate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Falr Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
adverlise any preferance,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, refi-
ﬁion, sex, handicap, fam)-

a? stalus or nationat ori-
gin, or Intention to make
any such preferences, lim-
flaficnsor discimination,

Stata laws forbid discrimi-
nation in the sale, rental or
advertisin? of real gstale
based on tactors in addi-
tion to those protected
underfedaral law,

We will not knowingly ac- '
cept any advertising for
real estate which is in vie-

‘lation of the law. All per-

sans are hereby informed
that all dweliings adver-
tised are available on an
equalopportunity basis.

Before responding to any
advertisement requesting
that money be sent or in-

Soro Wrre Coxpiveacs

AngelaFlorence

Salesperson .
SWC Properties

Cell:304-916-6096
Office: 304-485-2568

SWC FReally is one of the
lastast %ruwlng indepen-
dent real estate agencles
inthecountry.

SWCrealty.com.
ScoltCavinee/Broker

Debby Tanner,
TS00
8-7016

LicensedinWva OH
Douglass & Company
Real Estate
Forresultsthatmove you:
SusanBurfield, Broker

B @

Geni Astorg, Salesperson
REAMA
2510Murdoch Ave.,

. Parkamhurg‘wveaiﬁm
gastorgd6094@gmall.com
Licensedinwy
FaulaMcHenry, Broker

Linda Maslers,
Owner/Broker OH & WY
{740)350-1452

AW Ranchmade

their marketing efforts.
Responsibilities:

+ Selling daily newspa
magazineg, and digital
verlising to active and

businesses using ve
andwritten skills

° Provide good cusio
senvica

+ Follow through to m
tatn lgng-term client r
tionships

* Manage multiple pri
lies across a variaty
plattorms

Qualifications:
= Basiccomputer know-
ledge . .

= Positive attilude

* Organizedanddetail-
orignted .

= Abilitytosell-generate
leads

= Strongproblem solvin
anddggs\'on making b%—
ties

+ Communicata eftectivel:
withpeers, supsriorsand
customersin written and
verbal form

= Maintaindapendability
and prolessionalism

* Abllitytemulti-task and
workefficlantly undertight
deadlnes

* Resultsorented and
highachiever

Compensation:

= Mileage Reimhursema
Health, Dentaf and Visic
Insurance

* Paidtimeoft

a Sickleave

+401K

* Hourly Pay $12plus
bonusandcommission

WorkSchadule

* Daily, Monday - Friday

e Hours, 8a.m.-5pm,

° Most major weeken
andholidays off

The Marfatta Times Js par
of Ogden Newspapers
Inc. Founded in 1890

- Ogden Newspapers ha:

since grown to over 4¢
daily newspapers, aiong

“with a pumnber of weeklia:

and a magazine
division-stretching from
New Yorkio Hawafl.

If you are lookin? tc
evolve, grow and deliver
custom sofufions, please
appiyby Sept. 6.

Multi-Media Gonsultant

The Parkersburg News
and Sentinel and The
Marielta Times are seek-
ing & full or part time In-
side Sales Multi-Madia
Consultant. This position
focuses on deveioping
revenues from new ad-
vertisers and growing
revenue from existing ad-

" vertisers. This position is

ideal for those looking far
an opportunity to help lo-
cal businesses succaed in
their marketing efforis,
Responsibliies;

= Seliing daily newspapar,
magazine, and digial ad-
verlising to active and new
businesses using verbal
and written skills

« Provide good customer
service

* Folloi through to maln-
tain iong-term client rela-
tionships

* Manage multiple priori-
ties across a variety of
platforms

Qualifications:

= Basiccomputerknow-
ledge

* Posilive attitude

* Organized and delail-
oriented

[P O T S
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NOTICEQF Ing cannol ba conducted on HOTICEQF SWlTCH AND SAVE up  PUBLISHER'SNOTICE Mult-MediaConsuitant
PUBLICHEARINGS the alternate date of time, PUBLIGHEARINGS HEARING PROCEDURES 10 $250/year on your talk, All real aslaté adverlising -
tha Board will delarmine a fext and data. No contract n this news; f Is sub- The Parkersburg News
PROPOSEDCLOSURE  dateortime. PROPOSEDCLOSURE For a pariod of 30 and no hidden fees. Un- Joct 1o the Fair Housin and Santinel and The
ANDMERGER OF VAN- ANDMERGEROF minutes priar to the com- fimited tatk and text with  Act which makes it illegal Manella Times are seek-
DEVENDERMIDOLE HEARINGPROCEDURES FAIRPLAIRS mencemen of a public|  Néxible data plans, Premi- lo adverlise anyé)raier- a fulf or part tims in-
SCHOOLINTOJACKSON ELEMENTARYSCHOOL  hearing, persons may and um nationwide covarage. enca, limitalion o discrim- sn e Sales Multi-Madia
MIDDLESCHOOLAND Far a period of 30 TN are wiegisier]  100% U.S. based cuslo- ination based on race, Consultant. This position
HAMILTONMIDDLE minutes arlor 1o the com- ELEMENTARYSCHOOL al the hearing localion for mer service. For mare in=  color, reh?Ton sex, handl- tocuses on developing
BCHOCL mencemant of a public ) the purposa af making foarmation, call cap, {amillal status or na: - revenues frm‘111 new ?o‘-
heating, persons may and WOOOOOUNTYBOARD  statements, olteringtes- | 10006166411 tional orlgin, or an intea- verlisacs and grow "dg
WOODCOUNTYBOARD  ara encouraged to fepister OFECUGATION timony, and quaslianing tion to.make any such - re\:fnu::s rgrrll;n:ms wng a
OF EDUCATION at the haaring location for schiool olficials conceming | JOBs p;eferancai limitaticn ar verlige i$ PO:
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Middls Sichoal, $18 3451

arkevebury,
DATE AND TIME: Octobar
21,2024, a8 p-m.
Sign fn lo spaak betwasn
£30p.m. and5:00p.m.

LOCATION: Hamilton Mid-
dle Schaal, 3501 Cadillac
Dvive, Parkersbug, WV
DATE AND TIME: October
24,2024, 216 00p.m.

Sign In 1o speak betwesn
5:30p.m. and §:00p.m.

LGCATION: Jackson: Mid-
dle Schook, 1601 34th
Street, Vienna, Wy

DATE AND TIME: October
24,2024, at7:30pm.

Sign in fo spaak batwean
TOGpam. and 7:30pm.

1, &t ha lime a h#aring
is calied to order, the Board
detamines thet tha location
i of Insulfilant size ta ac-
commodate att wha desira
o attend, tha heasing wikl ba
recassed and moved 10 a
néaw location of sulticien!
slze 10 accommadata all
hosa wha desica 10 aftend.
It (hat happens, lhe new
meeting Jocation will be
posted at lhe original meet-

focation.

1 a public hearing is not
compieted by 11:00 p.m,, it

tinugd on a date and at a
time desigraied and an-
nounged by the Board Just
prior to lhe heaning recess,
1o ba conlinued day-fo-day
until concluded. The public
hearings, as wali a5 any
Teconvenad session of Lhe
public hearings, shall end at
the cenclusian ol sach
heering’s business or at
11:00 p.m., whichever oc-
curs parber.

ALTERNATE DATES AND
TIMES :

11, dua to Inclement
waather of other cause, any
hearing cannel ba held on
the scheduted date, the
haaring or meating will be
held at tha sama location
and tima as orlginally
scheduled, but un these

&Ny wiitten matarial submit-

will b recessed, to ba con- .

Each spaaker shall be limit-
ed Lo fiva {5) minutas un-
lass, in accordance wilh
Board Policy 1000, the
President raduces that ime
limil to provide all persons
wishing to speak tha ap-
Pporunity todo 5a.

SUBMISSIONOF
WRITTENMATEAIAL

Tha Board wil consider
12d by membars of the pub-
e

proposals

It ihe material, with st (8}
coples, |5 submited 1o and
received Offica of the
BSuperiniendant of Schools
at 1210 13th Street, Park-
ersburg, Wast Virginia, ba-
lore noon on Oclober 17,
2024, including any indings
nd s from

Hillcrast Sirest, Parkers-

Wy
DATE AND TIME: October
23,2024,a18:00p.m.
Sign In lo speak belwesn
5:30p.m.and8:00p.m.

LOGATION: Falrplains Ele-

Avenua, PamersA_

23,2024, 01 7:Xp.m.
Sign in to spask betwesn
T00p.mand7:20p.m.

If, at the ima a hearing
[ cadled 1o order, the Soard
dolemines that the location
e ol insufficien| size to ac-
commodate 2 wha desire
. | o attend, tha haaring wil ba
racassad and moved to a
naw localion of sulliclent
size 1o al

mentary Schasl, 615 -

burg, W
DATE AND TIME: Ordnber -

Prasidant reducas that time
fimt to provide all persens
wishing lo speak tha op-
portuniytode so. -

SUBMISSHONOF
WRITTENMATERIAL

The  Board wﬂl r-oﬂswder
ny wriffet malarial subimit-
fad By membars of thé pub-
lic.concerning Lhe proposals
H the matasial, with six ()
coplas, Is submitted to and
received by tha Office ol tha
Superintandent of Schools
at 1214 13th Sueet, Park-| |
ersburg, West Virginia, be-
fore roon cn October 21,
2024, mdnJmp any findings
and recommendabons from
the focal Echoc! improve-
menl Godrkils representing
Falrplalng and Martin Ela-

the local schonl improva-
maAt saungild reprasenting
VanDevender, Hamiion and
Jackson Mﬂa Schoals.

REASONSAND
SUPPORTING DATA

Unlil the date of the first
hearing, writlen reasons lor
Hh Superinlendent's rectm-
merdalions In the lorm ol
an Impact Slatement and

Supporting Oula arg uvan
abla for public

thasa wha desire 1o atiend. -
1 that happans, Tha new
meeting location will ba
postad &l the onginal meet-
Ingiocagon.

B a public hearing k not
completed by 11:00 p.m., it
will be recessed, 1o ba con-
tinyed on a date and ala
tima designalad and an-
ntunced by the Board just
prior t2 Lhe heating recess,
ta ba conlinuad day-lo-day

tha Offica of the

dunt af Schools at 1210
13th Strast, Parkersburg,
Wesl Virginia, on weekdays
betwean the hours of 8:0¢
am and4-30p.m.

FINALACTION

The Board of Education
wilf take formal action on
tha Supedintandent’s propo-
sal o close VanDevender
Middie School at tha end of
the 2024-2026 schoal yaar,
and lo merge H inta Jackson
Middle School and Hamitton
Middia Schoof, at its meet-
ing at Jackson Middle
School, 1601 34Lh Slrasl,
Yianna, YWest Virginia, on
Cclober 24, 2024, bagin-
ping at 3:30 p.m. I, dua o
indement weather of other
caugn, the Bosrd mealing
cannot b held on the

for the hearing at Yan-
Davender Midde Schoo, on
Dclober 25, 2024, bagin-
fingal B:00p.m.

tor tha haarfng at Hamiflon
Middle School, en Octobar
#9, 2024, beginning at 6:00
pm.

for the hearing at Jackson
Middla School, on October
29, 2024, beginning &1 7.30
p.m.

I For 2ny reason a hear-

will ba hald at the same lo-

cation and lima a5 ofiginafy

scheduted, but on Oclobar
29,2024,

OhmbeH Willis,

i |

Suparintandent ) -
WoﬂdenlyBoerdoi

$ept30,0c7, 14,21

knhil
hearings, as well a9 any
reconvengd sasslon of tha

Prearings, shall snd &l
the conclusion of each
haaring's buainasa or al
100 pm., whw:huvuroc
s earbar.

ALTERNATEDATESAND
TIHES

It, dus to inctemenl
wealher or other cause, eny
‘hearing cannel be held on
1ha schaeduled data, lha
hearing or maeting will be
held &t the same localion
and lime as origlnally
scheduled, but on thase
dalaundlmss:

+ for the heanng at Martin
Elementary Schaol, on Dc-
tober 28, 2024, beginning af
8o0am

. hearing, wrilien reasans for

- 131h Street, Parkersburg,
The public *

REASONSAND
SUPPORTINGDATA

Unti Lha dale of the first

the Superintendent’s recom-
mandations in the torm of
an Imgact Slalemenl and
Supporting Dale are avail-
abio for public inspeciion in
Ihe Offica of the rinten-
dent of Schools at 1210

‘West Viginia, on weekdays
between Lhe hours ol 8:00
am.andd30pm.

FINAL ACTION

The Board ol Educalish
will teka lormat attion on
tha Suparintendsni’s propo-
sal lo closa Fairplalns Ele-
mantary Schodl and merge
it inta existing Marlin Ela-
mentery School al s meet-
ing at Jackson Middie
Schoal, 1601 3dth Sireat,
Vienna, West Virginia, on
October 24, 2024, begin-
nlitg at 8:30 p.m. 1), due Ip
inclemenl wealher ot olher
tause, the Board mesting
cannol be held on the
schaduled dale, tha meeting
will be held at ihe sama fo-
dation and lime a5 orginally
scheduled, but on Oclober

= Ior [he ha'irinﬁ st Fair- Chaistia M, Wills,
glains Elamenlary School, Superntendenl
| 2024, begln- . Wood County Boardof
Angat?Mpm, Education
W Tt any reason a hear-  SepI3C,Oct?, 14,21
- | canhol be eonductad on AR
tha sltemate date or ime,
1ha Board will determine a
datacctime.
bidat sale. News'Sentinelon:

B, Thesuccesshi bidder al
sals will be responsible for
paylng any and all transfer
stamps, Bx¢lsg fees and

Qelover 14, 2024 and Octubet
21,2024

Lender: Wesbanco Bank, Ine.
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CLEANING FOREVER!
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off Entire Purchasé. Plus
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PRAEPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
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Generalor, Act.now to re-
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ot just a generator. It'sa *
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SURANCE! No medical
-exam or health questions.
Cash 16 help pay funeral
and other final expenses,
Call Physicians

surance Company -
. B88-217-5558 or Misil
wn LifeS52us.infolwy

SAFE STEP. NORTH

AMERICAS #1 WALK-IN ~

TUB Comprehensnle Fife-
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Date: September | 7__' , 2024

WOOD COUNTY SCHOOLS

1210 13™M STREET, PARKERSBURG WV 26161

} m@w . have received one (1) copy of the

Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of

Fairplains Elementary School into Martin Elementary School and one (1) copy of the
Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of
VanDevender Middle School into Hamilton Middle School and Jackson Middle School.

SIGNED RECEIPT OF EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & IMPACT STATEMENT

o OM Wl
DELIVERED BY

VERIFICATION FORM OF RECEIPT




Date: September \] , 2024

WOOD COUNTY SCHOOLS

1210 13™M STREET, PARKERSBURG WYV 26161

I,Q\O\\\\}\\;D L= ;\C)‘é_ . have received one (1) copy of the

Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of

Fairplains Elementary School into Martin Elementary School and one (1) copy of the
Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of
VanDevender Middle School into Hamilton Middle School and Jackson Middle School.

SIGNED RECEIPT OF EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & IMPACT STATEMENT

Egggayggdiéﬁgz;;@ ___________

RECIPILENT

ChAb s el )

DELIVERED B

VERIFICATION FORM OF RECEIPT ,



Date: September )7 , 2024

WOOD COUNTY SCHOOLS

1210 13™ STREET, PARKERSBURG WYV 26161

—
1,\54/‘4-V\ 9 /0N S€n i) | have received one (1) copy of the

Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of

Fairplains Elementary School into Martin Elementary School and one (1) copy of the
Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of
VanDevender Middle School into Hamilton Middle School and Jackson Middle School.

SIGNED RECEIPT OF EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & IMPACT STATEMENT

RECIPIENT

SAopt 172029

oATE /T T
DN

DELIVERED BY

VERIFICATION FORM OF RECEIPT



Date: September /7 , 2024

WOOD COUNTY SCHOOLS

1210 13™ STREET, PARKERSBURG WV 26161

E C/dﬂ// 7LA \-/95/766/"7 , have received one (1) copy of the

Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of

Fairplains Elementary School into Martin Elementary School and one (1) copy of the
Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of
VanDevender Middle School into Hamilton Middle School and Jackson Middle School.

SIGNED RECEIPT OF EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & IMPACT STATEMENT

/.
At el
DELIVERED BY

VERIFICATION FORM OF RECEIPT




Date: September (7 , 2024

WOOD COUNTY SCHOOLS

1210 13™ STREET, PARKERSBURG WYV 26161

| &‘jz’ 09“”‘]56 , have received one (1) copy of the

Execut)ve Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of

Fairplains Elementary School into Martin Elementary School and one (1) copy of the
Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of
VanDevender Middle School into Hamilton Middle School and Jackson Middle School.

SIGNED RECEIPT OF EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & IMPACT STATEMENT

DELIVERED BY

VERIFICATION FORM OF RECEIPT



Date: September _jjf 2024 P

WOOD COUNTY SCHOOLS

1210 13™ STREET, PARKERSBURG WV 26161

L, Ml.ld(«( DU [ , have received two (2) copies of the

Executive SummaryJand Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of

VanDevender Middle School into Hamilton Middle School and Jackson Middle School.

SIGNED RECEIPT OF EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & IMPACT STATEMENT

DELIVERED BY

VERIFICATION FORM OF RECEIPT




Date: September _,Lé__,, 2024

WOOD COUNTY SCHOOLS

1210 13™M STREET, PARKERSBURG WV 26161

4 . ;
l (. i lf L1 O , have received two (2) copies of the

Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of
VanDevender Middle School into Hamilton Middle School and Jackson Middle School.

SIGNED RECEIPT OF EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & IMPACT STATEMENT

RECIP

A\
N

ﬁﬁﬂmﬁp_fﬂi-_lﬁiﬂg ___________
DELIVERED BY

VERIFICATION FORM OF RECEIPT



Date: September /O . 2024

WOOD COUNTY SCHOOLS

1210 13™ STREET, PARKERSBURG WV 26161

. ();deg@ , have received two (2) copies of the

Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of
VVanDevender Middle School into Hamilton Middle School and Jackson Middle School.

SIGNED RECEIPT OF EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & IMPACT STATEMENT

/L

DATE

uE;mm}mJUMw ______________

LIVERED BY

VERIFICATION FORM OF RECEIPT



Date: September |, 2024

WOOD COUNTY SCHOOLS

1210 13™ STREET, PARKERSBURG WV 26161

JQULY}(]JQ /D()JLILU! . have received two (2) copies of the

Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of

Fairplains Elementary School into Martin Elementary School.

SIGNED RECEIPT OF EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & IMPACT STATEMENT

ﬂ D

DELIVERED BY

VERIFICATION FORM OF RECEIPT



e

Date: September _}_X/_, 2024 o

WOOD COUNTY SCHOOLS

1210 13™ STREET, PARKERSBURG WV 26161

I S he (‘N MC) § T\S . have received two (2) copies of the

Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of

Fairplains Elementary School into Martin Elementary School.

SIGNED RECEIPT OF EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & IMPACT STATEMENT

DELIVERED BY

VERIFICATION FORM OF RECEIPT



Date: September [ , 2024

WOOD COUNTY SCHOOLS

1210 13™ STREET, PARKERSBURG WV 26161

[f l() [‘ bﬁﬁl\ , have received two (2) copies of the

Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of

Fairplains Elementary School into Martin Elementary School.

SIGNED RECEIPT OF EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & IMPACT STATEMENT

DELIVERED BY W

VERIFICATION FORM OF RECEIPT




Date: September _Li_, 2024

WOOD COUNTY SCHOOLS

1210 13™ STREET, PARKERSBURG WV 26161

l /[Wbm&ﬁ \N heﬁ\@( , have received two (2) copies of the

Executive Summary and Impact Statement binder for the proposed closure and merger of

Fairplains Elementary School into Martin Elementary School.

SIGNED RECEIPT OF EXECUTIVE SUMMARY & IMPACT STATEMENT

litrers Whacl

Dga@imm\ L0804
NoalRon  houd

DELIMERED BY

VERIFICATION FORM OF RECEIPT




Wednesday, October 23, 2024
Special Meeting - Fairplains Elementary School Hearing
7:30 p.m.
Fairplains Elementary School
615 Broadway Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26101

1. Meeting Procedure

Subject : A. School Closure Hearing Procedure

Meeting : Oct 23, 2024 - Special Meeting - Fairplains
Elementary School Hearing

Category : 1. Meeting Procedure

Access : Public

Type: Procedural

Public Content

The Wood County Board of Education will hold two (2) public hearings on the Superintendents
recommendation to close Fairplains Elementary School at the end of the 2024-2025 school year,
and to merge it into the existing Martin Elementary School at that time, as follow:

* LOCATION: Martin Elementary School, 1301 Hillcrest Street, Parkersburg, WV
DATE AND TIME: October 23, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.
Sign in to speak between 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

® LOCATION: Fairplains Elementary School, 615 Broadway Avenue, Parkersburg, WV
DATE AND TIME: October 23, 2024, at 7:30 p.m.
Sign in to speak between 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

If, at the time a hearing is called to order, the Board determines that the location is of insufficient
size to accommodate all who desire to attend, the hearing will be recessed and moved to a new
location of sufficient size to accommodate all those who desire to attend. If that happens, the
new meeting location will be posted at the original meeting location.

If a public hearing is not completed by 11:00 p.m., it will be recessed, to be continued on a date
and at a time designated and announced by the Board just prior to the hearing recess, to be
continued day-to-day until concluded. The public hearings, as well as any reconvened session of
the public hearings, shall end at the conclusion of each hearings business or at 11:00 p.m.,
whichever occurs earlier.

ALTERNATE DATES AND TIMES

If, due to inclement weather or other cause, any hearing cannot be held on the scheduled date,
the hearing or meeting will be held at the same location and time as originally scheduled, but on
these dates and times:

¢ for the hearing at Martin Elementary School, on October 28, 2024, beginning at 6:00 p.m.

¢ for the hearing at Fairplains Elementary School, on October 28, 2024, beginning at
7:30 p.m.



If for any reason a hearing cannot be conducted on the alternate date or time, the Board will
determine a date or time.

HEARING PROCEDURES

For a period of 30 minutes prior to the commencement of a public hearing, persons may and are
encouraged to register at the hearing location for the purpose of making statements, offering
testimony, and questioning school officials concerning the proposals. Each hearing will begin
with an oral summary by a representative of Wood County Schools of the reasons and
supporting data in connection with the proposed action by the Board. Speakers will then be
recognized in the order in which they registered. Each speaker shall be limited to five (5)
minutes unless, in accordance with Board Policy 1000, the President reduces that time limit to
provide all persons wishing to speak the opportunity to do so.

SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN MATERIAL

The Board will consider any written material submitted by members of the public concerning the
proposals if the material, with six (6) copies, is submitted to and received by the Office of the
Superintendent of Schools at 1210 13th Street, Parkersburg, West Virginia, before noon on
October 21, 2024, including any findings and recommendations from the local school
improvement councils representing Fairplains and Martin Elementary Schools.

REASONS AND SUPPORTING DATA

Until the date of the first hearing, written reasons for the Superintendents recommendations in
the form of an Impact Statement and Supporting Data are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Superintendent of Schools at 1210 13th Street, Parkersburg, West Virginia, on
weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

FINAL ACTION

The Board of Education will take formal action on the Superintendents proposal to close
Fairplains Elementary School and merge it into existing Martin Elementary School at its meeting
at Jackson Middle School, 1601 34th Street, Vienna, West Virginia, on October 24, 2024,
beginning at 8:30 p.m. If, due to inclement weather or other cause, the Board meeting cannot be
held on the scheduled date, the meeting will be held at the same location and time as originally
scheduled, but on October 29, 2024.

Christie M. Willis,
Superintendent
Wood County Board of Education
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Wood County Board of Education
Special Meeting — Fairplains Elementary School Hearing
Wednesday, October 23, 2024
Fairplains Elementary School and Via YouTube
7:30 pm
Minutes
1. Meeting Procedure

A. School Closure Hearing Procedure

President Raber reviewed the rules established for the hearing. He explained
that the Summary of the Proposed Action would be presented by the Administration,
which would be Superintendent Willis.

2. Opening of Meeting
A. Call to Order

The Wood County Board of Education met on Wednesday, October 23, 2024 at
Fairplains Elementary School, 615 Broadway Avenue, Parkersburg, WV. President
Raber called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

B. Moment of Silence/Pledge of Allegiance

A moment of silence was held, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, led by Rick
Olcott.

C. Roll Call

The following Board members were present: Justin Raber, Rick Olcott, Ron Tice,
and Judy Johnson. Sarah Townsend was absent.

A quorum was established.
3. Fairplains Elementary School Hearing
A. Summary of Proposed Action Presented by Administration

The specific proposal is to merge Fairplains Elementary into the current Martin
Elementary, resulting in the closure of Fairplains Elementary School.

Fairplains Elementary enrollment has decreased by 58 students over the past ten
(10) years. Over the past 10 years, the height of Fairplains Elementary’s enrollment
was during the 2015-2016 school year at 233 students. Fairplains Elementary has a
building utilization capacity for 482 students. The program utilization of Fairplains
Elementary is a capacity of 482 students. With a student enrollment of 162 students,
the program utilization of Fairplains Elementary is 33.6%. The desirable program
utilization for a school is 85%.

Martin Elementary enrollment has decreased by 54 students over the past 10 years.
The 2016-2017 school year was the height of enroliment in the past decade at 279
students. When the impact statement and supporting data information was

compiled there was an error. The enrollment on July 22, 2024, was 223 students and
not 225 students at Martin Elementary as stated in the document. | want to put new
information on the record for the Board tonight. As of October 23, 2024, the
enrollment at Martin Elementary was 254 students. The October enrollment

number would increase the existing program utilization as stated in the impact book
from 44.4% to 50%.



The current enrollment as of Friday, October 23, 2024, at Fairplains Elementary was
160 students. To put on the record this evening a new program utilization rate
utilizing the October 23 enrollment, the projected total enrollment of a merged
Martin Elementary School would change from 389 to 414 students. This would
change the program utilization rate from 82.1% to 87.3%.

The merger of Fairplains Elementary and Martin Elementary will result in a reduction
of 7.5 professional personnel positions and five (5) service personnel positions.

Martin Elementary is located 1.4 miles from Fairplains. Transportation will be
provided to current Fairplains Elementary students to Martin Elementary. The routes
will not exceed the thirty-minute guideline as outlined in the WVDE Policy 6200.

Fairplains Elementary School is not compliant with the American Disabilities Act.
Martin Elementary School is ADA compliant. Martin Elementary will have a secure
vestibule constructed this school year.

The closure of Fairplains Elementary School and merger to Martin Elementary School
would save the Board of Education $861,244.49 (eight hundred sixty-one thousand,
two hundred fourty-four dollars and forty-nine cents) annually. This cost savings is
needed as a result of declining enrollment. Wood County Schools will have less
funding for next school year as our most recent full-time equivalency enrollment
number has dropped by 176 FTE to 10,991; this is the number used in the state
funding formula.

B. Delegation and Public Comment

The following audience members spoke and asked questions/shared concerns
regarding the closure and merger of Fairplains Elementary School into existing
Martin Elementary School:

e Shirley Smith

Recess
President Raber called for a recess at 7:44 pm, due to audio and timer issues.
President Raber called the members of the Board back to session at 7:47 pm.

Chloe Dickerson
Madaline Leggett
Patricia Petty
Jade Perkins
Julie Gibson
Marci Poe

Alisa Shepler
Hannah Schlicher
Brittni Bolinger
Amanda Sponseller
Lacey Roberts
Sherry Sanders
Trampus Hill
James Clark
Brittany Sheppard
Tom Wheeler
Madison Hill

4. Closing of Meeting
A. Adjournment

President Raber adjourned the meeting at 8:52 pm.
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PROCEEDTINGS

BOARD PRESIDENT: And I call the Special

Meeting of the Wood County Board of Education to order.
If you would please join me in a moment of
silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mr.
Olcott.
(MOMENT OF SILENCE.)
BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you.
(PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE RECITED.)
BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. This evening

I will note that four of the Members of the Board

present,

are
with Ms. Townsend not here this evening.

As we move forward with the Fairplains

Elementary School hearing
closure and consolidation
we will have a summary of
by the Administration,
be presenting that,

comments.

in regards to the Fairplains
with Martin Elementary School,

the proposed action presented

which Superintendents Willis will

followed by delegations and public

Sargent's

Court Reporting Service,

Inc.
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This Evening we have 18 speakers. Each
speaker will be afforded five minutes to address the
Board. During this time, we ask that all comments remain
germane to the topic of the proposed consolidation and
school closure. The timer will be to our right, as
everyone can see. If during one of the speakers, if you
have a question for the Administration, we will stop the
time so their answer will not count against your time.

As part of this process for school
closures, you are permitted to ask questions and get
those answers during this process. With the number of
speakers that we have, I'm going to be calling them up in
groups of five. We have five chairs right over here to
my left. And we'll have him come down and sit in those
chairs to keep things moving along as we progress.

When you are up to the microphone, before
the timer begins, we ask that you please state your name,
as well as spell your last name because we do have a
court reporter here so that way we can make sure the
spelling is correct, and if I butcher your name, I do
apologize. I'm horrible at that.

So with that, Madam Superintendent?

MS. WILLIS: The specific proposal is to

merge Fairplains Elementary into the current Martin

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
1-800-727-4349
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Elementary, resulting in the closure of Fairplains
Elementary School. Fairplains Elementary enrollment has
decreased by 58 students over the past ten years. The
height of Fairplains Elementary enrollment was during the
2015-2016 school year, of 233 students.

Fairplains Elementary has a building
utilization capacity for 482 students. With a student
enrollment of 162 students, the program utilization of
Fairplains Elementary is 33.6 percent. The desirable
program utilization for a school is 85 percent.

Martin Elementary's enrollment has
decreased by 54 students over the past ten years. The
2016-2017 school year was the height of enrollment in the
past decade of 279 students. When the impact statement
and supporting data information was compiled, there was
an error. The enrollment on July 22nd, 2024 was 223
students and not 225 students at Martin Elementary, as
stated in the document. This is a difference of two
students.

I want to put new information on the
record for the Board tonight. As of October 23rd, 2024,
the enrollment at Martin Elementary was 254 students.

The October enrollment number would increase the existing

program utilization as stated in the impact book at

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
1-800-727-4349
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Martin Elementary from 44.4 percent to 50 percent.

The current enrollment as of Friday,
October 23rd, 2024 at Fairplains Elementary was 160
students. To put on record this evening a new program
utilization rate utilizing the October 23rd enrollment,
the projected total enrollment of a merged Martin
Elementary school would change from 389 students to 414
students. This would change the program utilization rate
of Martin Elementary, the building, from 82.1 percent to
87.3 percent.

The merger of Fairplains Elementary and
Martin Elementary will result in a reduction of seven
and-a-half professional positions, personnel positions,
and five service personnel positions. Martin Elementary
is located 1.4 miles from Fairplains. Transportation
will be provided to current Fairplains Elementary
students to Martin Elementary. The routes will not
exceed the 30-minute guideline as outlined in the WVDE
Policy 6200.

Fairplains Elementary School is not
compliant with the American Disabilities Act. Martin
Elementary School is ADA compliant. Martin Elementary
will have a secure vestibule constructed this school

year.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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The closure of Fairplains Elementary
School and merger to Martin Elementary School would save
the Board of Education $861,244.49 annually. This cost
savings is needed as a result of declining enrollment.
Wood County schools will have less funding for next
school year as our most recent full-time equivalency
enrollment number has dropped by 176 full-time
equivalency to 10,991. This is the number used in the
state funding formula.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you, Madam

Superintendent. In regards to the package that were
provided this evening, the Statement, as well as the
Fairplains' Merger into Martin Elementary Building
Program Utilization Worksheet, which is three pages, if
there is no objection from the Board, we will make this
part of the record this evening for both hearings and
make it a part of the transcript.

Is there any objection?
(Whereupon, Board Exhibit 1, Statement and
Program Utilization Worksheets, was marked

for identification.)

MR. TICE: ©No objection.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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BOARD PRESIDENT: Hearing none, this will

be entered as part of the record this evening.

(Whereupon, Board Exhibit 1, Statement and

Program Utilization Worksheets, was

admitted.)

BOARD PRESIDENT: The first five speakers

as we move to delegations and public comments. Shirley
Smith, if you guys would come down. Chloe Dickerson,
Madeline Leggett, Patricia Petty and Jade Perkins. And
Ms. Shirley, you'll be up first.

MS. SMITH: First of all, can you hear

with that fan on? 1Is it okay?

Okay.

Thank you for coming to Fairplains
Elementary. We appreciate you coming to share and we
also thank those of you who are out there to share what
you're going to share tonight too as well.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Ms. Shirley, if you can

please state your name and spell your last name for us?

MS. SMITH: I am. I'm getting right to

it. My name is Shirley Smith, S-M-I-T-H, yes, and I am

the Secretary at Fairplains here and I have been for 37

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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years. When I first started my tenure here, everyone
told me that I shouldn't start here because Fairplains
school was on the roster to be closed. Well, I thought
it would be a good way to get my feet wet. And when I
would be offered another position, I would better
acclimated to do the job. Well, I not only got my feet
wet, I got totally submerged.

So many times when a decision is made, the
deciding factor is made because of financial needs. I
understand that. The negative viewpoints overwhelmingly
make that determination. If I were asked to make this
decision, I would look to all the reasons why we should
keep this school open and not close it. There's some
aspects about Fairplains, and I'm sure you all know
because we've been good to share them with everybody.

Fairplains is a community school, and the
nation is losing out on all these little community
schools by going to the larger ones. I see the
surrounding community giving their time and their talents
and their contributions to the students here. The
students are able to walk to school or ride the little
community bus, and this makes the school activities more
accessible when functions are planned.

Number two, it's a family school. I see

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the families getting to know each other and working
closely for all the students. Fairplains is a loving
school. I see firsthand what the teachers and the staff
do by giving themselves totally to the students. I'm
sure that, Judy, you were a teacher, right? You drug
those bags out of the school many a time. And that's
what they do too. ©Not only caring for their educational
needs, but nurturing their physical needs as well.

They get to know them. You get to know

what's making them tick. In a larger school environment,
it wouldn't be the case. Only initial issues would have
time to be addressed. I'm not saying that teachers and

staff in a larger school do not have the capacity to care
for the students. I don't say that at all. It doesn't
take a rocket scientist to understand that more students,
especially with behavior, academic issues, will lose out
on having their needs met.

When I said I have been totally submerged,
I meant that over 37 years, I've seen a lot of changes at
Fairplains. Yeah, our enrollment is down from what it
was when I first started. However, the issues that these
students come to school with have grown larger. Placing
these students in a larger facility will be a detriment

to their success as the trend grows in doing so to save

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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dollars, I feel our students are going to be the losers.

It has been stated that the parent
uprising would be minimum if closing Fairplains wversus a
school such as Greenmont, was brought to the public.
This is a sure sign of taking advantage.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Your time has expired.

MS. SMITH: Pardon me?

BOARD PRESIDENT: Your time has expired.

MS. SMITH: Oh, no, I got a little bit

more. A little bit more. I've got to do this one thing.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Okay.

I know. It stopped, and we're gonna (sic)
——— after Ms. Shirley's done, if you want to wrap up,
we're gonna pause for a second ———.

MS. SMITH: I will. I'll wrap it up right

now.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Okay.

MS. SMITH: I received a message from a

grandma guardian, Misty Wilkerson. She is severely ill
at Cleveland Clinic. She's a guardian with her
grandchildren here. And she wanted this message to be
said. I pray that the school stays open. It's a great
school with great teachers, principal and she said

secretary, among other things. Lily has been here all

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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her school years and she has one more year there. I will
hate it to be the last year there this year. Wish I
could be there to voice my opinion, but I am in the
hospital. Thank you.

Thank you for letting me do that.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: We're currently having a

little bit of technical difficulty with the timer. I'm

trying to remedy that. The other issue that I'm having,

is I'm having a hard time to hear. I can't hear very
well back here. Is there something you can do with the
speakers or —-—-—-? So we're going to recess for a couple

of minutes.

(WHEREUPON, A SHORT BREAK WAS TAKEN.)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Our next speaker is

Chloe Dickerson.

MS. DICKERSON: Hi, my name is Chloe

Dickerson, D-I-C-K-E-R-S-0-N.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you.

MS. DICKERSON: I attended Fairplains for

seven years; Pre—-K through 5th grade. I am currently in

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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7th grade at Edison Middle School. I am here this
evening to voice my opinion on the possible closure of
Fairplains Elementary.

During my time at Fairplains, I was chosen
to participate in the spelling bee and math field day. A
couple of my favorite memories would be Baking with
Fractions. In my fifth grade field trip to the Wilds. I
know my academic successes would not be possible without
each one of my teachers here at Fairplains. I feel it
would be a huge disservice to these students by uprooting
all they've ever known here at Fairplains and placing
them in a different school and overloading the classroom,
and a disservice to Martin students as well.

By keeping Fairplains open, you are giving
these students a better learning opportunity. The
teachers will have more one-on-one time with each child
and be able to assess their strengths and weaknesses and
cater to what skills they may be lacking in. Also, it
would keep the jobs for so many teachers, administrators
and service people. My brother is one who struggles with
learning due to his ADHD and the teachers really help him
and work with him individually to help him succeed.

Fairplains is not just a school, but a

family. ©One I am so proud to be a part of. Please keep

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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the school open so many other children can receive some
of the very best education like I know I received during
my time here. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Chloe, thank you so

much. Very eloquent, and thank you so much for speaking
on behalf of the students. Our next speaker is Madeline
Leggett.

MS. LEGGETT: Hi, my name is Maddie

Leggett, L-E-G-G-E-T-T. I am here tonight to express my
deepest concerns regarding the potential closure of
Fairplains Elementary. As a coach and member of the
community, I strongly believe that closing the school
would have significant negative consequences for our
students, family and broader community.

First and foremost, Fairplains is not Jjust
a building, it's a cornerstone of this community. For
years it has been providing a nurturing environment where
children feel safe, supported and are encouraged to grow.
The smaller class sizes and close-knit relationships
between the teachers and families created a foundation
that is irreplaceable.

Displacing these students will not only

disrupt their learning, but also the vital connections

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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they've made. These kids trust so much in their teachers
they have at Fairplains that it's not an easy thing to
move to where they won't know their staff and the staff
doesn't know them., compared to the staff that they have
now who care more about these kids than anything else.

Closing Fairplains would affect our most
vulnerable students. Those who rely on stability and
familiarity of their school environment. Many of these
children walk to school. Sending them to a school
further away can present transportation challenges and
create unnecessary burdens on families already struggling
with time and resources. Beyond the immediate impact of
students, the school is a family.

There isn't a single student here that
doesn't seek comfort from their teachers. These students
rely more on the staff than we can even imagine, being
told how much they matter and how loved they are every
day. Wood County has suffered a few too many lost lives
of students who felt that they had no other option.
Relationships you create at a younger age and learning to
communicate those skills with adults make a significant
impact.

During such a fragile time, it is crucial

to provide students with stability. Schools aren't just

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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places for academic learning, they are a social and
emotional safety nets. Disrupting that support by
closing a school could contribute to feelings of
isolation and instability, especially for students
already struggling with mental health.

I urge the Board to reconsider this
decision to close the school, especially during such a
sensitive time. Let's focus on supporting our students
mental health and ensuring that they have stability that
they need right now. I work on a day-to-day basis with
every age group of athletes being middle, elementary and
high school.

The one thing that I can say is these kids
don't have it easy. We want to jump and call their
generation weak and blame it all on social media, but who
are we when we can't even put them in a classroom with
less than 25 kids when the teachers realistically don't
have time to spend with them and ask them the gquestions
that they need? Kids today are facing challenges like
never before, from the pressures of social media to
academic expectations and now with the added strain of
mental health concerns.

Though I don't have kids myself, I can see

the immense pressure students are facing and it's truly

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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frightening. Children who come from difficult
circumstances need all the love and support they can get.
Many of them face challenges that go beyond academics,
dealing with trauma, instability and environments that
make it hard for them to focus on their education. For
these kids, school is often one place where they can feel
safe, valued and supported.

It's crucial that we create environments
where they are surrounded by understanding and care
because for some, school may be the only consistent and
positive space that they have in their lives. Providing
them with love, encouragement and stability is not just
important, it's essential for their wellbeing and their
future success. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you so much. Our

next speaker is Patricia Petty.

MS. PETTY: My name is Patricia Petty,

P-E-T-T-Y. Mine is going to be short and sweet.

I want to start off by saying I've had
three daughters come through this school. This was not
their home school, but I chose this school for them to
come to because of the family-like atmosphere. They are

carrying on their education in middle and high school,

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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still maintaining 4.0 grade averages, thanks to the start
that they had here at Fairplains.

I chose to start my career here when my
oldest daughter was in first grade. I am a Pre-K aide.
Once immersing myself into the Mountain Lion culture, I
naively thought that all schools were like this. I
assumed all schools felt like a family. I assumed all
schools had staff that knew each child by name. Over the

past 11 years, I've come to realize that just isn't the

case.
I ask that you reconsider the closure of

Fairplains. We should not disrupt these child's lives to

save a buck. Nor should we push so many together that

they just become a student number instead of a name.
These kids need to be seen and they need to be heard by
familiar, safe faces. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our next

speaker i1s Jade Perkins.

MS. PERKINS: Jade Perkins, P-E-R-K-I-N-S.

I'm the fifth grade teacher here at Fairplains. I've
called room 20 my second home for the last eight years,
as have 400 —-—-- 147 students. I'm speaking to you today

with a heavy heart, yet with unwavering determination on
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behalf of the entire community that our school serves.

As you are very aware, there are
discussions circulating about the potential closure of
our beloved school. The prospect of losing such a vital
institution in our community has deeply troubled us all.
You see, I don't think you quite understand the profound
impact that closing our school will have on our students,
families and the community at large.

Fairplains is not just a building where
lessons are taught. It is a beacon of hope, a hub of
learning and a source of inspiration and encouragement
for generations of students. It has been a place where
dreams are nurtured, talents are discovered and futures
are shaped. But more than that, it is a place where
students are eager to attend each day because they know
they will be cared for, showy they are valued and most
importantly, greater than the trauma that many of them
hold. They are loved, each and every one of them. Even
despite their struggles at home, Fairplains becomes their
safe space.

Closing our school would not only disrupt
the education of our current students, but also sever the
ties that bonds —-—-- that binds our community together.

It would deprive future generations of the opportunities
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and resources that have enriched the lives of so many
before them that our small school can offer. This
closure would leave a void that cannot easily be filled.
Impacting not only academic growth, but also the social
and emotional wellbeing of our students.

Furthermore, our school has consistently
demonstrated its wvalue in education. Going above and
beyond to make sure students are attending school, are
safe, and feel more than just a number or a statistic.
Our test scores may not be comparable to a blue ribbon
school, but neither does the trauma or IEPs that we
service.

We have dedicated teachers who go above
and beyond to ensure the success of our students,
regardless of their abilities. They will know their
potential and it will be fostered through love and
support each and every day.

In a community with a low socioeconomic

status and a high poverty rate, one that's looked at as

overtaken by the drug epidemic, when you see our academic

achievements, it's pretty astounding what our students

can do when given the right environment; the one that

Fairplains provides them. The extracurricular activities

and community involvement allows our students
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opportunities to have a more positive impact because they
are able to attend events within our school being ---
with our school being within close proximity. With our
school.

This speaks volumes about the positive
impact we have on the lives of those we serve. I
understand that difficult decisions must be made,
especially in challenging times. However, I urge you to
explore alternative solutions and consider the long-term
ramifications of closing our school. Together, we can
find ways to address any challenges we may face while
preserving the invaluable resource that is our school.

I urge you to reconsider the proposal to
close our school and, instead, work collaboratively with
our community to ensure its continued operation. Our
students deserve nothing less than the best opportunities
possible, and our school plays a pivotal role in making
that a reality. As author L.R. Nost once said, every day
in a hundred small ways, our children ask, do you see me?
Do you hear me? Do I matter? Their behavior often
reflects our response.

I urge you to make our children feel seen
and heard. Make a decision that lets them know that even

though they carry more trauma on their shoulders than
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many of you will carry in your lifetime, they still
matter and are more than just a statistic. Listen to the
kids in our school. Pay attention to the impact that our
school is able to have on them, and consider the profound
repercussions of your choices.

Thank you for taking the time to consider
my plea. I am hopeful that with your support, we can
keep the doors of Fairplains open for generations to
come. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our next

five speakers, if you would please come down this way.
Julie Gibson, Marcie Poe, Alysa Shepler, Hannah --- I'm
not even going to try, and Brittany Bolinger. And Ms.
Gibson, you are up first.

MS. GIBSON: Julie Gibson, G-I-B-S-0-N.

Good evening. I am the Principal at
Fairplains Elementary. I would like to begin with a
short that some of you may have heard before. Two
children stand under an apple tree that leans to the
left, making it harder for the child on the right to
reach the apples. Both children are given ladders of the
same height, but the child on the left still gets more

apples. This is equality.
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In another scenario, the children are
given ladders that are the right height for their
individual needs. The child on the right receives a
slightly taller ladder than the child on the left and
both are able to reach the lab reach the apples. This is
equity. Equity and equality, please remember those two
words.

I will now voice four reasons why

Fairplains should not be closed and merged with Martin

Elementary next year. First, the current class sizes at
Fairplains are about 20 students in each classroom. If
combined, the class sizes will balloon. There are

numerous educational studies and meta analyses of studies
showing the need for 20 students or fewer per classroom
for maximum safety, relationships and academic
achievement, especially in low SES environments.

The National School and Safety Services
company recently hired by Wood County Schools said
relationships are the number one most effective way to
prevent a dangerous situation from happening in schools.
Relationships grow best including class size is less than
20. The average achievement increases in a small
classroom is about four months per child of learning

ahead of class sizes where the class sizes are greater
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than 20. That is equity.

In addition to class size, we must also
consider school size. I hope and assume that you are
familiar with the Matthew Project National Report,
Seminole Research completed on the impact of school size,
on school performance in low SES communities. The
research found that based on SES level, communities
benefit or lose from increase in school size. Students
in low SES communities benefit from smaller schools.
Students from more affluent communities benefit from
larger schools.

A report titled, Compounding Disadvantage;

the Effects of School and District Size on Student

Achievement in West Virginia by Craig Howley was research

completed only on schools in West Virginia. Quoted
directly from the author; the evidence of this study
suggests that West Virginia's small schools are doing a
respectable Jjob. They nearly eliminated the negative
relationship between poverty and academic achievement in
grades six and nine on average.

Policymakers should expect to pay a little
extra for a small miracle. In light of this evidence,
school closures and consolidations would seem to be ill-

advised and desperate measures for in impoverished
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communities. This begs the question, are we willing to
do what is in the best interest of our most at-risk
children for the chance of a small miracle? That is
equity.

Second, the physical building assessment
completed by Pickering and Associates gave Fairplains at
least an average grade on all areas of the physical
building, except our boiler doors which need replaced at
a cost of $5,000. Some people may wonder why Fairplains
is an outlier in energy costs. The answer is that
Fairplains has been neglected for funding.

Other Wood County schools have new windows
and climate-controlled HVA (sic) systems. So the
question is not, are our students worth the extra
spending on energy? The question is why has Fairplains
been the victim of discriminatory allocation of funding
for improvements in Wood County? Let's make the
necessary improvements to Fairplains so that it has lower
energy costs. That is equality.

Finally, think about the low margin the
recent levy passed with, the taxpayers want change. How
can elected board members continue to vote to add
multiple positions every year to our central office while

cutting back on instructional staff? We currently have
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two newly—-created job postings at central office and we
are looking at cutting at least 11 jobs with this
possible closure. Cabell County is very similar in size
of student population. The professional and service
staff at Cabell Central Office is considerably smaller
than Wood County Schools.

Board Members and Mrs. Willis, I urge you
to make the right choice for our children. Listen to the
communities of the affected schools and the county
voters. We want our children in smaller schools, smaller
class sizes and safe. A good start for the Wood County
Board of Education would be equality of treatment for all
of our schools and the aspiration should be equity.

Let's strive to give all of our children what they need
to find success.
(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our next

speaker is Marcy Poe.

MS. POE: Marcy Poe, P-0O-E.

Right, small. We are told good things
come in small packages. We are told to keep our circles
small, enjoy the small things, take small steps, small
actions, big results. I don't know when small became a

negative turn. I don't know when small classrooms became
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education's doom, but it's not. It's the exact opposite.
Small is a promising future for our students. Small is
knowing every student by name in the school.

Small is deep, meaningful connections.
Small is making a difference in a student's life. Small
is making sure every student is seen, valued and loved.
Small is more one-on-one teaching. Small is community
strong. Small is building strong social and emotional
skills. Small is teaching selflove, confidence, their
true identity. Small is improved performance. Small is
a powerful student and staff culture. Small is where
students thrive. We work it, we live it and we love it.

We will fight for it for our students and their second
home. Small matters.

Safety. In a county where schools,
students and staff are targets of crime, small matters.
In a world of social media, trendsetting, violence and
crime in schools, school matters —-—— small matters. In a
county with limited police and resource officers, small
matters. During any threat small matters. Small means
classroom teachers and staff have a better chance of
protecting every student.

Students are not just bodies in our

classroom that are taught academics. They are humans
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that we are shaping for the future. Now teachers are
being expected to do unimaginably more and teach —-—-- than
teach school subjects. We are expected to raise our
students in these classrooms. Reaching each human in a
small school in a small classroom matters.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our next

speaker is Alysa or —-—-- Alysa Shepler.

MS. SHEPLER: Alysa Shepler,

S—-H-E-P-L-E-R. My name is Elisa Shepler. As I look back
at my 25 years in public education, this isn't first
school closure I've been a part of. I feel 1like I've
seen this move and already know the ending. With the
closure of Fairplains Elementary, it has been sad (sic)
by the Board of Education and Central Office staff that
students will benefit from the closure by having more
opportunities.

Students will still be receiving
instruction with the same county-adopted textbooks and
curriculum. The opportunity to be in a much larger class
and school where the proverbial crack that swallows kids
up will overcome many of our students. The trauma of
relocating many of our students will be seen in various

ways. These may be viewed as increased absenteeism,
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possibly or potentially a decrease in participation in
activity since many of our students lack transportation.

If the Board of Education would come to
our school at the end of the day, you would witness how
many of our students walk to their homes with their
family members. Crossing Camden Avenue on foot to
participate in activities at Martin will be very
difficult for our students families and probably won't
happen.

I have been in many schools in Wood County
and, visibly, the integrity of Fairplains Elementary is
much better than many other schools. The statistical
propaganda that has been associated with the cost of
keeping the school open related to utility costs is just
that of statistics. A wise statistics professor on my
first night of class said statistics can be manipulated
in any way you want to get them to say what you need them
to say. I think this notion is very applicable in the
station situation.

As the Board of Education Members ponder
their individual votes regarding the closure of
Fairplains Elementary, I would like to leave you with
these thoughts. The Wood County Board of Education has

been blessed with something like Willy Wonka's Golden
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Ticket. The generous Board of Governors of WVUP are
intending to convey property to allow construction of a
new school. This is a tremendous savings and a blessing
to Wood county schools.

Number two, the Wood County voters passed
a levy and bond with all current schools being part of
that passage. There wasn't any notation of school
closure of Fairplains or VanDe (sic) when it was
important to get voters to ratify that passage.

Number three the lack of fiscal
responsibility in the purchase of the property to build
the new Lubeck school is trickling down to the students
and staff at VanDe Middle School and Fairplains
Elementary. The payment of $755,000 for property that's
the valuation with the assessor's office is closer to
half that amount is very sad, but telling, regarding
stewardship of resources. Inflated real estate purchases
give many taxpayers reasons to question the integrity of
elected individuals they voted into office. It also
keeps investigative journalist's Jjobs very interesting.

Number four; each Board of Education
member must be able to look at themselves in the mirror.
Closure isn't beneficial in any way for the students it

affects. Shame on you if you've convinced yourself
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otherwise. Little community schools like Fairplains
Elementary should be protected and not sacrificed under
the guise of fiscal responsibility. Another Wood County
school of similar size to Fairplains Elementary is in
jeopardy foreclosure and one might postulate if the
supporting number is indeed a zip code of 26105.

A very interesting article surfaced

yesterday regarding State Senator Mike Stewart's

opposition to consolidation. He is, in fact,
recommending deconsolidation. Wood County Schools was
cited in that article. This article also stated that

school boards aren't spending enough time considering the
impact of school closures for the community and the
students themselves.

I hope you all take the time to find this
article and read it before you vote on your decision.
Thank you for allowing me to address this evening, the
Board of Education and I hope you reconsider and do not
close Fairplains Elementary. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our next

speaker is ——-.

MS. SCHLICHER: S-C-H-L-I-C-H-E-R.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you.
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MS. SCHLICHER: My name is Hannah and I am

a teacher at Wood County Schools. Some of you here know
my mother. She was a teacher for most of her career in
Wood County at Jefferson Elementary. When I was a child
I always wondered why she spent 30-plus years in a school
that some would call difficult, but for her she knew the
importance of the work she was doing with students who
had next to nothing.

She once was a child of similar
background. My mother was the first person in her family
to go to college. If you ask her the one thing that
changed the trajectory of her life, she would say her
education. Recently we talked about her Elementary
education and believe it or not, she could tell me the
exact teacher that was the reason for her pursuing a
degree in education. That one teacher gave her the
thought that she could be more than the hand she was
dealt, who l1lit the fire that changed the rest of her life
and As a result, mine.

That is the impact of a teacher, a person
who can change generations just by the connection they
make with their students. For me, seeing the example of
someone who was so dedicated to helping those who needed

it most was inspiring. Something that I wanted to do
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too, but it wasn't until I began teaching that I saw the
true impact that teachers have on those students who are
the most vulnerable, those who are not equally advantaged
and live their life to survive each day, like many who
attend Fairplains.

For many students, they have a solid
foundation built at home. Their parents exhibit strong
morals, explain goal setting and discuss the importance
of planning their future. These students will go on to
be who they were meant to because of the great examples
set by their people parents. Unfortunately, not all
students have those parents. For these students, they
will look to other adults in their lives as the example
for how they should live.

For the students at Fairplains, these

adults are their teachers. Not all students need their
teachers, but the students at Fairplains do. They need
their teachers for more than just education. They need

them for life. Am I naive enough to think that me still
standing here tonight will change the outcome of what
happens to this place? ©No, I am not, but I have always
taught my students as well as my own children to stand up
for things that they believe in to be important, even if

they are standing alone.
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I hope Ty, Austin and Sebastian, the three
students in my multi-cat room my first year at
Fairplains, through the 43 students in the room at the
conclusion of last year and all the beautiful faces in
the above and years between, know how much they have
shaped my life, and I hope that Fairplains has shaped a
small part of theirs.

So tonight, I'm here to show them that I
believe this school is important. It is a place that is
home to many of the students and teachers who spend day
in and day out inside its walls. It's hard to put into
words exactly what Fairplains is, but I know for so many,
it's a place where they are taught, fed, loved, cared
for, clothed, and for many, saved. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our next

speaker is Brittany Bolinger.

MS. BOLINGER: Bolinger is

B-O-L-I-N-G-E-R.

This is my 1llth year teaching at
Fairplains and I did my student teaching here as well.
When I first received my student teaching assignment,
people were a little discouraging. They'd say things

like, why would you want to go there? 1It's a really
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tough school. Do you think you could get moved to a
better placement? It's tough there. Or that's a really
low school; you'll have your work cut out for you. Or My
favorite, Fairplains is special.

Eleven (11) years later, I'm still here.

I can't say those people were exactly wrong, but what
they were leaving out were statements that sound like,
you'll be so welcomed there, and those kids could really
use a teacher like you there, or they had two things
right. I have had my work cut out for me and Fairplains
is indeed special.

In my time at Fairplains, I've taught
math, reading, writing, all the core subjects. I've also
taught students coming into second grade how to correctly
hold a pencil. I've taught them how to use watercolors
and paint that they've never seen before. Some of these
things, I'm sure, happen in all elementary schools. Some
things I've done that aren't gquite as common.

I've taught students how to turn knobs on
a restroom sink because their faucets at home don't
provide water. I've taught them how to flush a toilet
because they don't have running water at home. I've
bought socks, packs of t-shirts, donated clothing, and

sent home food items and bottles of water for students to
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have something for dinner or because their things get
ruined on their dirt floors in their homes.

I'm not trying to paint a sob story or

highlight only extreme cases. In reality, these are
fairly common cases at our school. My point is low SES
schools are special. The students at Fairplains truly

need a little more one-on-one time and a little more
attention because they don't always have what they need
at home.

They need a smaller class size because
they're handling adult situations or acting as the adult
in their homes while trying to be a kid. This often
causes big emotions and they need stable relationships to
help them with a small school like Fairplains provides.

Many students at our school are surviving
thanks to Fairplains. They're learning how to function
as humans, interacting as children, and learning all
those core subjects we also teach. Students here become
family. School becomes the one constant and the one
stable place in many of our students lives.

Is our school small? Yes, but small
schools can do big things and they do big things. Some
of these things just don't show through a test score or

you need a little more conversation with them to become a
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parent.

I think merging us into a larger school
would be a great disservice to our Fairplains families.
Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our next

speakers, if you would come down this way, Lacie Roberts
Amanda Sponseller, Sherry Sanders, Trampus Hill and James
Clark. Ms. Roberts, you'll be first up.

MS. ROBERTS: My name is Lacie Roberts.

Roberts is R-O-B-E-R-T-S. I haven't even said anything
yet, and I'm crying.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Ms. Roberts, would you

like a couple of minutes?

MS. ROBERTS: (Indicates yes.)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Okay.

Let me know when you're ready and we'll
have you back up. Our next speaker is Amanda Sponseller.

MS. SPONSELLER: My name is Amanda

Sponseller. Sponseller is S-P-O-N-S-E-L-L-E-R.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you.

MS. SPONSELLER: I've been a teacher at

Fairplains for nine years. I taught second grade for

five years and I'm currently in my fourth year of
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teaching third grade. My students are Avalon, Hudson,
Dana, Isaiah, Izzy, Z2ylie, Jordan, Kinsley, Macy, Luke,
Zach, C.J., Camden, Hadley, Colton, Jackson, Emery,
Adeline, Will, Declan, and Zayden. I tell you their
names because names are important. My students are
neither numbers nor are they test scores. They are real
students being affected by this closure.

We've been in school for nine weeks and
I've already lost count of the number of times I've had
to comfort my crying students because they don't want to
go to another school next year. Our students know that
every teacher and staff member in this building cares
about them. They know every adult in this building will
say hello and ask how they are doing.

We all know their names. This closeness
is one of the things that makes our school special. Our
students will not experience this in a larger school.
Their uniqueness won't be appreciated in the same ways.
Their needs will be more likely to fall through the
cracks.

Yesterday I asked my class what they would
like me to tell you on their behalf. They want you to
know how much they love Fairplains. While they are only

third graders, many students have already been to
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multiple schools. Fairplains is their favorite. They

love our playground and the fact that they can walk here

after school and on weekends to play on it. They love
the memories they've made here. They are sad that newer
students won't be able to make the same memories. Some

students express disappointment because they won't get to
have the teachers or experiences that their older
siblings did in fourth and fifth grade.

My students told me repeatedly how much
they love the teachers here. One student who just moved
here two weeks ago asked me what would happen to our
teachers here. Another student quickly voiced her
concern because she knows that the other schools in the
county are already filled with teachers. My students do
not understand why you would close a school as great as
ours.

The students here at Fairplains may not
have the most money or the highest test scores, but they
do have the biggest hearts. Our mission statement is we
will develop leaders while caring for each other. We can
accomplish this because our small class sizes allow our
students the opportunities to bring their ideas to
fruition. Just ask our fifth graders who had a

fundraiser this week for flood victims from the recent
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hurricanes.

On the first day of school, one fifth
grader came up to me at recess and said, Ms. Sponseller,
they want to close our school. I gave him a sad smile
and told him, I know. He then looked at me and said, and
the expression I give you is his, not mine. And they
want to tear down our school and build a warehouse. How
is a warehouse any better than a school?

I couldn't answer him, so I will ask you
instead, how is a warehouse better than a school for our
Fairplains students? Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Ms.

Sponseller, I just have to say it —-—— I want you to bring

a book to read to us because I am absolutely encapsulated

by what —-—-.

MS. SPONSELLER: I mean, I can go get a
book.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our next
speaker is Sherry Sanders. Oh, I'm sorry, I was looking
here and —--—-. You're ready?

MS. ROBERTS: I think I'm ready.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Okay.

MS. ROBERTS: Round two.
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BOARD PRESIDENT: Next speaker will be

Lacie Roberts. Go ahead.

MS. ROBERTS: Roberts, R-O-B-E-R-T-S.

Good evening, Board Members. I'm a fourth
grade teacher here at Fairplains. I've been a teacher
for six years, five of those being here. Before teaching

at this wonderful school. I taught at McKinley
Elementary, so I have been through this situation before.
I know the closing of our school is about money and
numbers. And I know that when you look at the money and
numbers alone that this decision makes sense. What
doesn't make sense is classrooms maxed out at capacity,
greater student-to-teacher ratios, and students getting
lost in the shuffle and losing a sense of community.

The teachers at our school know almost
every student by name. We know the families, their
stories, and their struggles. Every teacher in this
building has helped many students in the school that
aren't even in their classrooms or have ever been on
their rosters. Our students as a whole are academically,
socially, and emotionally behind across the board. COVID
is a big factor in this, but for our students, poverty
and trauma are also at the top of that list.

These children need positive and
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meaningful relationships. They need to know that they
have a team of people on their side, and we have that
here. Can you say the same for Jefferson? Does every
teacher in that school know almost every student by name?
Does almost every teacher in that school know the family
situations of almost every student? Do the Teachers even
know each other? Or is the staff so large that strong,
meaningful relationships amongst them can't grow because
everyone is in their own wing?

Can a kindergarten student come to a fifth
grade teacher when they've had a hard day because they've
built a positive and trusting relationship with them? We
are a family and we chose to be here for these children.

Every year we do professional development on the latest
research based practices. Well, research has shown that
classroom size reduction increases student achievement.
Smaller schools and smaller classrooms provide more
opportunity for individualized instruction. Smaller
schools and smaller classrooms enhance positive
relationships.

So 1if we put the money aspect of this
aside, is this truly what is best for our students? I
think we all know the answer to this. So aren't our

students, our children, worth the money it takes to keep
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the small school operating as a safe haven, a place of
community and belonging and a place where the teachers
choose to be here for these students? My heart breaks to
think that my kids, Lily, Tristan, Avery, Jason,
Jeremiah, Izzy, Joshua, Julian, Ezra, Bryn, Daniel, Kevin
and Raelynn will get lost in the shuffle in maxed-out
classroom.

These children, these lives. Not data or
numbers or dollar signs, but small humans matter.
They're worth investing in.
(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our next

speaker is Sherry Sanders.

MS. SANDERS: Hello, I'm Sherry Sanders,

S—-A-N-D-E-R-S. I currently have a third grade student
here at this school and I am proud to say that I am a
Fairplains Alumni myself.

Just a little bit about my background. I
was born to a teen mom who got married while she was in
high school. And for most of my childhood I was raised
in a poverty situation. I attended Fairplains and the
support and education I got in this little school helped
change my life. The teachers during my time here were

far ahead in terms of teaching styles and philosophies.
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They engaged us in learning and pushed us to be our best.
They didn't accept our current situations as a sentence
to what the rest of our lives had to be.

I graduated from PHS and I am now a
Registered Nurse. My older sister, who is also a
Fairplains Alumni, has a Master's degree in Chemistry and
two registered patents in asphalt. This school and the
people who chose to work with us here helped change our
lives. My education at Fairplains helped break the
generational poverty curse that I could have been
destined to repeat.

I'm also a mom to a third grader and I
transport him here out of district. The education he has
received has been top notch. He scores above grade level
in math and reading. He is excited to come to school.

He has friends and teachers who care ;not just about his
academic growth, but also care about his emotional health
when he is upset.

Choosing to send my child to school is

scary with everything that's going on in society. The
teachers here are vigilant with keeping him safe. The
class sizes are small. The teachers in every grade know
him. They recognize me at drop off and pick up. This

helps me feel more secure with his safety.
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I also want him to receive the best
education he can to make his dreams come true. As he
currently shows he is mastering the grade level content,
it is apparent that his teachers are more than effective.
I want him to be -—- I want him to be able to learn how
to socialize and work with others so he will be
successful in the workforce. These needs are met at
Fairplains.

I feel the current Board of Education is
targeting our County's most vulnerable students when
discussing closing Fairplains and Van Devender. I want
you to know that I am a parent who cares about your
decisions and the effects it has on my children. The
School Board has repeatedly said Wood County schools has
lost student enrollment. Don't force those of us that
love our school to make a difficult choice to look at
options that include other learning facilities besides
Wood County schools. As you contemplate your decision,
please put the needs of our children first.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our next

speaker is Trampus Hill.
MR. HILL: Yes, my name is Trampus Hill,

H-I-L-L. I am an Alumnus of this school. I went here in
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the '70s. I'm a hundred percent against this closure at
Fairplains and Van Devender. I retired from the U.S.
Army and moved back to Parkersburg. We had four children
and was living in Germany in 2001. The Internet was
young and my wife and I were debating on where were going
to retire. Our decision was is the graduation rate of
Wood County, West Virginia is why we came back here and
became part of our community that we was from.

The crime rate was good. So this is why
we came back here. I would personally like to know how

the Board chose the two schools to close, being

Fairplains and Van Devender. I don't understand. I'm no
expert, but I do knew —--- do know what this will do to
this community. It's not science.

So your answer is to close schools and bus
more kids. Has anyone looked at any studies or
statistics at the facts of busing? Have any of y'all
looked at that and seen what that would do to students
and what children go through that have to do that? I
don't believe that's ever been looked at.

How many schools in Wood county are not
ADA compliant? Is this the only school that is not ADA
compliant? Because that was in your opening statement

that was brought up of why the school is closing. Is
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this the only school in Wood County that is not ADA
compliant?

BOARD PRESIDENT: Yes, Madam

Superintendent?

MS. WILLIS: Lubeck Elementary is not ADA

compliant, but that was in the bond.
MR. HILL: So these are the only two
schools in the whole entire county?

MS. WILLIS: I'm going to ask Martin and

Caleb, who are behind you, if there's any others other
than Lubeck and Fairplains.
MR. HILL: And your title, ma'am?

MS. WILLIS: Superintendent.

MR. HILL: You should know the answer
without having to ask that, ma'am.

MR. MERRIT: So there are other schools in

the county that are not. Some of that is based on
signage. Some of that is based on the parking lot. Some
of that is based on the slope of the ramp to get in the
building. Last year we had Pickering come in do an
assessment of all of our county schools. We have a
binder and we are actively correcting the schools that
were not listed in the bond and things of that nature, to

be ADA compliant.
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MR. HILL: And what are the numbers of
student success in testing after consolidation? Have
anybody looked at those numbers? After we consolidate
these kids, what is the success rate then? Does anybody
know that? I'm sure there's been studies done on this.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Madam Superintendent?

MR. HILL: Nobody knows the answer, but
still we go forward with it. Sadly, the only numbers I
heard you speak of were money and ADA That's the only
thing I heard when I came in and that was your reasons
for speaking on closing the school.

So how about come back with numbers that
are most important to kids? That's the numbers that are
most important to everybody that's in here. And we have
no numbers, we have no statistics. We can't tell anybody
anything about that. I believe this is a blind decision
and I'm totally against it. Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our next

speaker is James Clark.

MR. CLARK: Hello, James Clark, C-L-A-R-K.

So first of all, I just wanted to
acknowledge that you guys make difficult decisions all

the time, and we understand that, and financial decisions
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are really difficult, and we get that for sure.

Back in 2003, I moved to the area and a
former principal, Wayne Miser, he took me around to lots
of different schools and introduced me to principals.
That personal connection, that idea of building
relationships was so valuable and so important to me, and
it's what got me a job. I met Liz Conrad one of those
visits and she hired me here. Twenty—-one (21) years
later, here I am still at Fairplains Elementary.

Those personal connections, that
relationship building is so valuable and so important.
And you've heard tonight about this staff, talking about
the relationship building that goes on here at
Fairplains. It happens because we know each other;
because we know the students; because of the size of the
school.

Speaking about pickup, at the end of the
day, I know that Declan rides in a black SUV, and it's
the Nissan SUV, and when it comes by, that's the car that
he's going to get in. These teachers know the parents
when they show up at the door and they can call their
children by name and send them out. And the parents feel
safe because of that.

Of course, I would choose to keep
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Fairplains open. It's already been said tonight, it's a
community school. It's a neighborhood. And closing
Fairplains will definitely affect this community,
definitely affect this neighborhood in a negative way.
Several times a week I have students talk to me about how
sad they are that this school is closing. And gquite
often they say, well, also my parent went here to school
and unfortunately, I probably taught some of those
parents by now, 21 years later, but the connection is
real.

The connection to this school is real.
You're hearing it tonight. Kids, parents, grandparents
who have come here to Fairplains, it's a part of who they
are. Please don't leave school buildings empty in
neighborhoods and communities. There is nothing more
disheartening than having an empty school building in a
neighborhood. It does nothing to encourage or help
property value or anything like that. It is really a
discouragement.

Please acknowledge the grief and the loss
that a community feels when a school is closed. Please
provide some way for families to express that, to talk
about their memories, for staff to get together and share

in times of remembrance. Please give them opportunities
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to do that. Don't just close the school down and leave
an empty building or tear it down.

Relationships and personal connections are
so valuable, so important. We believe that a small
school provides opportunity for that. And so that's why
we think Fairplains should absolutely stay open. Thank
you.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our final

three speakers, if you would come down this way.
Brittany Shepherd, Tom Wheeler and Madison Hill. And,
Brittany, you'll be up first.

MS. SHEPHERD: Good evening, members of

the Board of Education. Thank you for allowing me to
speak today. I stand before you to discuss a crucial
issue. The potential closure of Fairplains. Our small,

but mighty Elementary school that serves as a vital
refuge for many students in Wood County.

As we consider cost-cutting measures, I
urge you to look beyond the immediate financial
implications and reflect on the lasting impact this
decision would have on our most vulnerable children.

Many of our students come from low income families facing

hardships that affect not only their education, but their
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very well being. For these children, Fairplains is more
than just a place to learn. It is a sanctuary that
provides stability, support and a sense of belonging. I

can attest to this because I was a teacher here at
Fairplains.

These students come to school with the
weight of the world on their tiny shoulders. They often
face challenges that many of us can only ever imagine;
food insecurity, unstable housing abuse and other
stressors that can hinder their ability to focus on
academics. In this environment, Fairplains serves as
their lifeline. This is where their needs are met.

The teachers and staff know each child by
name and are deeply aware of their unique circumstances.
That familiarity and close-knit relationships allow them
to feel safe, valued and understood. Many of these
students have experienced trauma which significantly
impacts their learning and development.

Research shows that smaller school
environments are particularly beneficial for children
with traumatic experiences. The educators at Fairplains
are trained to recognize and respond to the effects of
trauma, offering understanding and support that larger

schools may struggle to provide. This individualized
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attention can lead to healing and resilience, allowing
our students to thrive academically and emotionally.

If were to close Fairplains and send our
students to larger schools, we risk making them unseen
and unheard. In a larger setting, it is all too easy for
children to slip through the cracks, losing the
individual attention they so desperately crave. Many of
our vulnerable students will feel lost, isolated and
overwhelmed. The connections they have built with their
teachers and peers would be severed, leaving them to
navigate a new unfamiliar environment without the support
they rely on.

Rather than closing our school, let's seek
alternative solutions that help us navigate budgetary
challenges without sacrificing our students futures. We
can explore community partnerships, grant opportunities
and reallocate funding to sustain Fairplains. Our
community is passionate and willing to support a school
that truly makes it difference in the lives of our
children.

In conclusion, I implore you to consider
the profound impact that closing Fairplains would have on
your most vulnerable students. You must prioritize their

emotional and educational needs over your short-term

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
1-800-727-4349




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

57

financial gains. They are more than a dollar sign and
they are more than a test score. Together, let's ensure
that every child has access to a nurturing environment
where they can thrive, because every child deserves to be
seen, heard and valued. Thank you for your time.
(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Madam

Superintendent?

MS. WILLIS: Yes, I want to respond to the

gentleman's question. Right off the bat, I'm not really
good thinking on my feet. So as she was speaking I was
going back through them around the county. So Lubeck,
Van Devender, Neale, Vienna and Emerson are not ADA
compliant.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our next

speaker is Tom Wheeler.

MR. WHEELER: Hi, my name is Tom Wheeler,

W-H-E-E-L-E-R. You'll notice I don't have a prewritten
speech or even speaking notes to go with me because two
and-a-half hours ago I had no intentions of being here.

I am the principal at Martin Elementary.
Somewhere around five years ago, I was where the staff
and students and families of Fairplains are now. I was

sitting in a gymnasium at Worthington Elementary
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listening to people make passionate speeches about why
our schools should remain open. So I know firsthand, the
heartache, the sadness, the emptiness that these families
are feeling.

All of the students, all the staff or a
lot of the staff and all the students from Worthington
were moved to Emerson. At that time, I worked with the
principal at Emerson Elementary to facilitate the move of
our kids to that school, our staff to that school. And
it's sad to say that a lot of the suggestions that I made
or the things that we talked about were not implemented.
And nothing that they did at Emerson made our staff, our
families, our students, feel welcome there.

I know that experience firsthand. Know
that I am working with our staff right now to do things
to make the families and the students at Fairplains feel
like they can be a part of us; that they can be welcome
at our school. And that starts with the Trunk or Treat
that we're hosting on Friday.

We reached out to the Fairplains folks
about making candy donations and joining us for that
evening on Friday night, our students and our staff have
also been making donations of candy. And we want to make

that a great community event that we share with the
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Fairplains people.

It is my plan, it is our plan to have
activities throughout the year where we can bring
Fairplains ,and Martin students and staff together, that
we can plan activities that we can do together so that
next year when schools are --- when Fairplains is closed
and the schools are merged, if that is a decision that
happens, that when the Fairplains students arrive there,
when the Fairplains staff arrives there, they don't feel
like strangers; that there are kids there that they know
that there are adults there that they know. That they
know that they can be a part of our school.

There is no way that I can do anything or
say anything to replace what these families and these
students are losing at Fairplains, but I want them to
know that we will do everything that we can, that when
they get to Martin Elementary, that they feel like they
are welcome and they can be a part of us. Thank you.
(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. Our final

speaker is Madison Hill.
MS. HILL: Good evening. I'm Madison
Hill, H-I-L-L. I do not live in Wood County. I do not

have students that go to Wood County schools. I did not
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go to Fairplains. I live in Germany actually. So
forgive me for any ignorance whenever I ask these
questions.

When was the last election for Board of
Education members?

BOARD PRESIDENT: The last election for

Board of Education Members? Board of Education members
are elected for four year terms and they are elected
every two years during the primary in May in West
Virginia.

MS. HILL: So the last election was in
May?

BOARD PRESIDENT: That is correct. There

is a vacancy that is on this ballot that occurred prior
to the election being completed for the general, and that
position is on the ballot this election.

MS. HILL: Well, thank you. I'm not
interested in running, but when was the closure of
Fairplains ———- the intent to close Fairplains announced?

BOARD PRESIDENT: Madam Superintendent?

MS. WILLIS: I don't remember.

MS. HILL: Okay.
Well, my aunt is the principal at the

school ———.
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MS. WILLIS: It was May or June of last

year.

MS. HILL: My aunt's the principal at the
school and she said she was informed at the end of May.
Why was she informed after the election for Board of
Education members? Why was that decision announced after
election time? Irony?

MS. WILLIS: She wanted to know why it was

announced in May. We just —-—-- yeah, we were working on
it. It was a summer project for us.

MS. HILL: After the elections? So it's
just a coincidence? There --- how many —--- what school
districts are y'all from? Live in, in Wood County?

BOARD PRESIDENT: Can you say that one

more time?
MS. HILL: What school, elementary school
districts do you all live in?

BOARD PRESIDENT: So I am in the Greenmont

Elementary School District. I am elected from District
B.
MS. HILL: Okay.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Mr. Tice?

MR. TICE: I'm in District A, but my

school —--- my school —--- the District that I represent is
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Parkersburg High School, Van der, Madison, Hamilton,
Criss, Jefferson and let me see if there was any other.
Probably -—- I think that's about it.

MS. HILL: What school district do you
actually live in? Like, belong to?

MR. TICE: I —— well, believe it or not,
I went to not only Lincoln that they shut down and
closed, but I also went to Van Devender and then I went
to PHS.

MS. HILL: Okay.

MR. TICE: Yeah. I was about Van Devender
about four years after they opened it.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Ms. Johnson?

MS. JOHNSON: I am in District B also, and

my schools will be the same as Mr. Raber, which include
the former Waverly Elementary, Williamstown —-—-
Williamstown Area, Vienna Area, the North Hills Area, all
the north part of the county. My children went to school
at Waverly and Williamstown.

MS. HILL: Okay.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Mr. Olcott?

MR. OLCOTT: My name is Rick Olcott and T

live in Lubeck. I'm in District C, which is —--—-

Fairplains is in District C. It's mostly South
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Parkersburg, but Edison and Blennerhassett Middle Schools
and you have Lubeck and Blennerhassett, Fairplain (sic),
Martin, and Franklin, those family (sic) of schools are
in my district, as is Mrs. Townsend, who's not here
tonight, she's also District C.

The Board's structured in a way that you
can have a maximum of two people from one district.
That's why you have two from B here, one from A and
myself and Mrs. Townsend are from District C.

MS. HILL: Okay.

But you live within the District of Lubeck
Elementary School?

MR. OLCOTT: Yes. About a hundred -—- a

hundred yards from the school.
MS. HILL: And Mrs. Johnson, which school
district do you live in?

MS. JOHNSON: District D also, as the same

as the northern, all the northern end of the county.
MS. HILL: But what --—-7

MS. JOHNSON: However, I taught at

Jefferson Elementary with Ms. Schleicher and with Mrs.
Carter for many, many years.
MS. HILL: But —-——-.

MS. JOHNSON: And that's District A. That
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is downtown by the Board office.
MS. HILL: So which school do you live
nearby?

MS. JOHNSON: Well, I live now, the only

open school that I live by is Williamstown.

MS. HILL: Williamstown.

Okay.

So I heard Williamstown, Lubeck and Van
Devender, which is set for closure and ---.

BOARD PRESIDENT: I live pretty much in

between, distance-wise of Vienna Elementary and Greenmont
Elementary.

MS. HILL: Okay.

It's going to be consolidated, Vienna.

BOARD PRESIDENT: That is correct. Based

upon the 2022 bond that was passed by the voters of Wood
county, the Vienna and Neale will be closed and combined
into a new Vienna Area Elementary School.

MS. HILL: Okay.

So there are ten Title 1 schools within
Wood County that I'm tracking. Is that accurate?

BOARD PRESIDENT: Madam Superintendent?

MS. WILLIS: Give me a minute and let me

look at the list.
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MS. HILL: Out of 24 schools in Wood
County?

BOARD PRESIDENT: One second, please.

MS. HILL: The probability of closing down
-———. She can give me those numbers --—-

BOARD PRESIDENT: Hold on.

MS. HILL: —-—— later.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Ma'am? One second,

please. You've asked a question.
MS. HILL: Okay.

MS. WILLIS: Ten.

MS. HILL: Okay.

So 10 out of 24, the probability of
choosing ten —-—-- two schools at random that are Title 1
to close down is 16 percent. Just a number, since y'all
provided us with numbers. I am aware that acreage was
built —--- bought in Lubeck at a price of $25,000 per acre
to build a new Lubeck Elementary School. Mr. Olcott, at
that rate, that's 500 percent of the price of acreage in
West Virginia.

With 4 million dollars and it costing to
keep Fairplains open, $861,000 a year, you could've kept
Fairplains open for 3.7 one more years with the money

that you all spent extra than the asking price for land
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in West Virginia.

I don't think I have any more points to
share. Besides that, to be fiscally responsible, I don't
think that we can make an argument that to the close
school is fiscally responsible whenever you buy land
that's 500 percent asking price of the average price of
acreage. The money that could have been saved could keep
this school alive, could keep seven teachers and five
other members staff employed for four years.

You know, it's just something to consider.
And why is it only that Title 1 schools are being
considered for closure? Something else to consider,
because that's what we are all thinking. Thank you.
Thank you.

(APPLAUSE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you. At this

time, we have concluded with delegations and public
comments. Before I adjourn, I just have to say one
thing. And to all of our speakers this evening, you've
done a phenomenal job, and I personally thank each one of
you. The information that you have provided us, for me
at least, is very important and I'm now at a point where
I'm not sure what to do.

So I will have a lot of searching to do

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
1-800-727-4349
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over the next 24 hours. But it's because of each of you,
and I can't be more impressed personally. So thank you
so much.

Is there anything further at this time?
Hearing none, we are adjourned at 8:52 p.m.

*x kX K* K* * * * %

MEETING CONCLUDED AT 8:52 P.M.

*x kX K* K* * * * %

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
1-800-727-4349
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify, as the stenographic reporter,
that the foregoing proceedings were taken
stenographically by me, and thereafter reduced to
typewriting by me or under my direction; and that this
transcript is a true and accurate record to the best of

my ability.

I certify that the attached transcript meets the
requirements set forth within article twenty-seven,

chapter forty-seven of the West Virginia Code.

Nicholas Martin,

Court Reporter

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
1-800-727-4349
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Wednesday, October 23, 2024
Special Meeting - Martin Elementary School Hearing
6:00 p.m.
Martin Elementary School
1301 Hillcrest Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101

1. Meeting Procedure

Subject : A. School Closure Hearing Procedure

Meeting : Oct 23, 2024 - Special Meeting - Martin Elementary
School Hearing

Category : 1. Meeting Procedure

Access : Public

Type: Procedural

Public Content

The Wood County Board of Education will hold two (2) public hearings on the Superintendents
recommendation to close Fairplains Elementary School at the end of the 2024-2025 school year,
and to merge it into the existing Martin Elementary School at that time, as follow:

* LOCATION: Martin Elementary School, 1301 Hillcrest Street, Parkersburg, WV
DATE AND TIME: October 23, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.
Sign in to speak between 5:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

® LOCATION: Fairplains Elementary School, 615 Broadway Avenue, Parkersburg, WV
DATE AND TIME: October 23, 2024, at 7:30 p.m.
Sign in to speak between 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

If, at the time a hearing is called to order, the Board determines that the location is of insufficient
size to accommodate all who desire to attend, the hearing will be recessed and moved to a new
location of sufficient size to accommodate all those who desire to attend. If that happens, the
new meeting location will be posted at the original meeting location.

If a public hearing is not completed by 11:00 p.m., it will be recessed, to be continued on a date
and at a time designated and announced by the Board just prior to the hearing recess, to be
continued day-to-day until concluded. The public hearings, as well as any reconvened session of
the public hearings, shall end at the conclusion of each hearings business or at 11:00 p.m.,
whichever occurs earlier.

ALTERNATE DATES AND TIMES

If, due to inclement weather or other cause, any hearing cannot be held on the scheduled date,
the hearing or meeting will be held at the same location and time as originally scheduled, but on
these dates and times:

¢ for the hearing at Martin Elementary School, on October 28, 2024, beginning at 6:00 p.m.

¢ for the hearing at Fairplains Elementary School, on October 28, 2024, beginning at
7:30 p.m.



If for any reason a hearing cannot be conducted on the alternate date or time, the Board will
determine a date or time.

HEARING PROCEDURES

For a period of 30 minutes prior to the commencement of a public hearing, persons may and are
encouraged to register at the hearing location for the purpose of making statements, offering
testimony, and questioning school officials concerning the proposals. Each hearing will begin
with an oral summary by a representative of Wood County Schools of the reasons and
supporting data in connection with the proposed action by the Board. Speakers will then be
recognized in the order in which they registered. Each speaker shall be limited to five (5)
minutes unless, in accordance with Board Policy 1000, the President reduces that time limit to
provide all persons wishing to speak the opportunity to do so.

SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN MATERIAL

The Board will consider any written material submitted by members of the public concerning the
proposals if the material, with six (6) copies, is submitted to and received by the Office of the
Superintendent of Schools at 1210 13th Street, Parkersburg, West Virginia, before noon on
October 21, 2024, including any findings and recommendations from the local school
improvement councils representing Fairplains and Martin Elementary Schools.

REASONS AND SUPPORTING DATA

Until the date of the first hearing, written reasons for the Superintendents recommendations in
the form of an Impact Statement and Supporting Data are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Superintendent of Schools at 1210 13th Street, Parkersburg, West Virginia, on
weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

FINAL ACTION

The Board of Education will take formal action on the Superintendents proposal to close
Fairplains Elementary School and merge it into existing Martin Elementary School at its meeting
at Jackson Middle School, 1601 34th Street, Vienna, West Virginia, on October 24, 2024,
beginning at 8:30 p.m. If, due to inclement weather or other cause, the Board meeting cannot be
held on the scheduled date, the meeting will be held at the same location and time as originally
scheduled, but on October 29, 2024.

Christie M. Willis,
Superintendent
Wood County Board of Education

2. Opening of Meeting

Subject : A. Call to Order

Meeting : Oct 23, 2024 - Special Meeting - Martin Elementary
School Hearing

Category : 2. Opening of Meeting

Access : Public

Type : Procedural
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4. Closing of Meeting
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Administration
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B. Delegation and Public Comment
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Public
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A. Adjournment

Oct 23, 2024 - Special Meeting - Martin Elementary
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4. Closing of Meeting
Public



Wood County Board of Education
Special Meeting
Wednesday, October 23, 2024
Martin Elementary School and Via YouTube
6:00 pm
Minutes
1. Meeting Procedure

A. School Closure Hearing Procedure

President Raber reviewed the rules established for the hearing. He explained
that the Summary of the Proposed Action would be presented by the Administration,
which would be Superintendent Willis.

2. Opening of Meeting
A. Call to Order

The Wood County Board of Education met on Wednesday, October 23, 2024 at
Martin Elementary School, 1301 Hillcrest Street, Parkersburg, WV. President Raber
called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

B. Moment of Silence/Pledge of Allegiance

A moment of silence was held, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, led by Judy
Johnson.

C. Roll Call

The following Board members were present: Justin Raber, Rick Olcott, Ron Tice,
and Judy Johnson. Sarah Townsend was absent.

A quorum was established.
3. Martin Elementary School Hearing
A. Summary of Proposed Action Presented by Administration

The specific proposal is to merge Fairplains Elementary into the current Martin
Elementary, resulting in the closure of Fairplains Elementary School.

Fairplains Elementary enrollment has decreased by 58 students over the past ten
(10) years. Over the past 10 years, the height of Fairplains Elementary’s enrollment
was during the 2015-2016 school year at 233 students. Fairplains Elementary has a
building utilization capacity for 482 students. The program utilization of Fairplains
Elementary is a capacity of 482 students. With a student enrollment of 162 students,
the program utilization of Fairplains Elementary is 33.6%. The desirable program
utilization for a school is 85%.

Martin Elementary enrollment has decreased by 54 students over the past 10 years.
The 2016-2017 school year was the height of enroliment in the past decade at 279
students. When the impact statement and supporting data information was

compiled there was an error. The enrollment on July 22, 2024, was 223 students and
not 225 students at Martin Elementary as stated in the document. | want to put new
information on the record for the Board tonight. As of October 23, 2024, the
enrollment at Martin Elementary was 254 students. The October enrollment

number would increase the existing program utilization as stated in the impact book
from 44.4% to 50%.



The current enrollment as of Friday, October 23, 2024, at Fairplains Elementary was
160 students. To put on the record this evening a new program utilization rate
utilizing the October 23 enrollment, the projected total enrollment of a merged
Martin Elementary School would change from 389 to 414 students. This would
change the program utilization rate from 82.1% to 87.3%.

The merger of Fairplains Elementary and Martin Elementary will result in a reduction
of 7.5 professional personnel positions and five (5) service personnel positions.

Martin Elementary is located 1.4 miles from Fairplains. Transportation will be
provided to current Fairplains Elementary students to Martin Elementary. The routes
will not exceed the thirty-minute guideline as outlined in the WVDE Policy 6200.

Fairplains Elementary School is not compliant with the American Disabilities Act.
Martin Elementary School is ADA compliant. Martin Elementary will have a secure
vestibule constructed this school year.

The closure of Fairplains Elementary School and merger to Martin Elementary School
would save the Board of Education $861,244.49 (eight hundred sixty-one thousand,
two hundred fourty-four dollars and forty-nine cents) annually. This cost savings is
needed as a result of declining enrollment. Wood County Schools will have less
funding for next school year as our most recent full-time equivalency enrollment
number has dropped by 176 FTE to 10,991; this is the number used in the state
funding formula.

. Delegation and Public Comment
The following audience members spoke and asked questions/shared concerns
regarding the closure and merger of Fairplains Elementary School into existing

Martin Elementary School:

e Melissa Armann

Recess

President Raber called for a recess at 6:08 pm, until the 2" speaker arrived.

President Raber called the members of the Board back to session at 6:13 pm.

e Shauna Kelley

4. Closing of Meeting

A. Adjournment

President Raber adjourned the meeting at 6:22 pm.



STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
WOOD COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
* * * * % % % * %
IN RE: CLOSURE AND MERGER OF FATRPLAINS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
INTO EXISTING MARTIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
* * * X * % % * %
BEFORE: JUSTIN RABER, President
Rick Olcott, Vice President
Christie Willis, Superintendent of Schools
Judy Johnson, Member
Ron Tice, Member
HEARING: October 23, 2024
6:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Martin Elementary School
1301 Hillcrest Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101
SPEAKERS : Melissa Armann, Heather Graham, Shawna Kelley,

John Merritt

Reporter: Nicholas Martin

Any reproduction of this transcript

is prohibited without authorization

by the certifying agency

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
1-800-727-4349
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PROCEEDTINGS

BOARD PRESIDENT: Good evening. It is now

6:00 p.m., and I call the special meeting of the Wood

County Board of Education to order. I'm apparently not
allowed to have a gavel, so there you go. We love you,
Dina, after the other night ---. So 1if you would please

join me in a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of

Allegiance led by Ms. Johnson.

(MOMENT OF SILENCE)

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you.

(PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE RECITED.)

BOARD PRESIDENT: I will note that four

members are present this evening, with Ms. Townsend not
present.

Moving into the Martin Elementary School
hearing for the Consolidation of Martin Elementary and
Fairplains Elementary. We will begin this evening with a
summary of the proposed action from the Administration.

On behalf of the Administration is Superintendent Willis.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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After we have the summary presented, we
will then open for delegations and speakers. Each
speaker will be permitted five minutes during this
hearing. We do have two speakers this evening and I know
one speaker has not yet arrived. If you can Jjust let me
know when she does, that'd be perfect. Just like jump up
and down or throw something. It's okay. So we may just
briefly, after a couple minutes to give her some time to
get here, and since we have two speakers.

With that, during the five minutes, the
timer is shown on the screen to my left, we request that
all comments, since this is a Special Meeting, be germane
to the school closure and consolidation. Madam
Superintendent?

MS. WILLIS: I'm going to begin with

giving my closing —-- my proposal this evening to the
Board Members.

All right.

The specific proposal is to merge
Fairplains Elementary into the current Martin Elementary,
resulting in the closure of Fairplains Elementary School.
Fairplains Elementary School enrollment has decreased by
58 students over the past ten years. Over the past ten

years. The height of Fairplains Elementary enrollment
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was during the 2015-2016 school year at 233 students.

Fairplains Elementary has a building
utilization capacity for 482 students. The program
utilization of Fairplains Elementary is a capacity of 482
students. With a student enrollment of 162 students, the
program utilization of Fairplains Elementary is 33.6
percent. The desirable program utilization of a school
is 85 percent.

Martin Elementary enrollment has decreased
by 54 students over the past ten years. The 2016-2017
school year was the height of enrollment in the past
decade, at 279 students. When the impact statement and
supporting data information was compiled, there was an
error. The enrollment on July 22nd, 2024 was 223
students and not 225 students at Martin Elementary, as
stated in the document. This is a difference of two
students.

I want to put new information on the
record before the Board tonight. As of October 23rd,
2024, the enrollment at Martin Elementary was 254
students. The October enrollment number would increase
the existing program utilization as stated in the impact
book from 44.4 percent to 50 percent.

The current enrollment as of Friday,

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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October 23rd, 2024 at Fairplains Elementary was 160
students. To put on the record this evening, a new
program utilization rate utilizing the October 23rd
enrollment, the projected total enrollment of a merged
Martin Elementary school would change from 389 students
to 414 students. This would change the program
utilization rate from 82.1 percent to 87.3 percent.

The merger of Fairplains Elementary and
Martin Elementary will result in a reduction of 7.5
professional personnel positions and five service
personnel positions. Martin Elementary is located 1.4
miles from Fairplains. Transportation will be provided
to current Fairplains Elementary students to Martin
Elementary. The routes will not exceed the 30-minute
guideline as outlined in the WVDE Policy 6200.

Fairplains Elementary School is not
compliant with the Americans Disabilities Act. Martin
Elementary School is ADA compliant. Martin Elementary
will have a secure vestibule constructed this school
year.

The closure of Fairplains Elementary
School and merger to Martin Elementary School would save
the Board of Education potentially $861,244.49 annually.

This cost savings is needed as a result of declining
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enrollment. Wood County schools will have less funding
for next school year as our most recent full-time
equivalency enrollment number has dropped 176 FTE to
10,991. This number is what is used in the state funding
formula.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you, Madam

Superintendent. Are there any questions for the
Superintendent with this information by the Board?

Hearing none, we will move to public
comments and delegations. Our first speaker is Melissa
Armann, and as you come up before I start the timer, I
will ask you to state your name and then spell your last
name for the Court Reporter, please.

MS. ARMANN: My name is Melissa Armann,

A-R-M-A-N-N, and I teach kindergarten here at Martin.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you.

MS. ARMANN: I've worked at Martin School

for 25 years and five principals. The thing that has
remained the same throughout all of these years is the
staff's focus on students and their families. I speak to
you tonight with these students in mind.

This building simply isn't big enough to
house the number of students and staff you're proposing.

As it stands now, we have eight interventionists, all

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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without classrooms. We'd have three multi-cat teachers
sharing one classroom. I'm told that interventionists
may have to use the observation rooms between classrooms
for small group reading and math. I feel that this 1is
unacceptable to take the students with the highest
academic needs and to educate them in areas with the
highest levels of distraction.

Martin and Fairplains have dedicated
staffs that will continue to do everything we can for our
students, but we will have a steep hill to climb under
these conditions. Thank you for listening.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you so much. Is

Shawna here? No?

Okay.

We'll wait. We'll give wait about five
minutes if. Is the board okay with that?

MR. OLCOTT: Yes.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Okay.

So we will stand in recess.

(WHEREUPON, A SHORT BREAK WAS TAKEN.)

BOARD PRESIDENT: All right. I'm going to

call us back to order, please. During our little break,

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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we ——— I think we've had a couple questions come up from
the Board from Melissa's comments, and thank you for
that, because that has raised a couple questions that we
have that I would 1like answered by the Superintendent or
her designee.

With the proposed merger, how do you
anticipate the current classroom structure for the
physical structure with the number of classrooms that are
in use and what will be in use? Can you detail a little
bit about that or one of your staff members?

MS. WILLIS: Yeah, I'm going to have

Heather talk for a minute, but there is West Virginia
Code that we have to follow with how many students can be
placed in the classroom. So what we have done is use the
current enrollment and, tonight, I shared the October
23rd enrollment because it has increased since summer to
let the Board know where it currently stands with that
program utilization. But Heather has the detailed
information of how that is affected.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Because what I'm —-—-

what the documentation that I'm seeing that's in the
books is the current utilization is a number of
classrooms is 20, and the proposed merged school is still

20. So that's where I kind of got that from. So if Mrs.
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Graham?

MS. WILLIS: Heather?

MRS. GRAHAM: Sure.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you.

MRS. GRAHAM: Most of —-—— there's always
four of -——— 1if we can we Jjust combine classes, there
would be almost four of each grade level. However, with

the numbers, we would be dropping in most grades to
three, and I'll give you an example. This is last week's
enrollment for first grade. Fairplains has 25 students
and Martin has 43.

So with that, we could drop next year to
three. That would encompass three classrooms. So also
with kindergarten and third, we can drop to two
classrooms. We can drop to two third grades and two
fourth grades because their numbers are low. Third grade
has 21 students at Fairplains, Martin has 31, with a
total of 52 students. You can go to 28 students. Not
ideal. If we go over that, we can add a classroom. We
have the ability to add a classroom if need be in those.
We have to use a snapshot in time with this.

Another example is this year with
kindergarten enrollment, there were —--- Jjust counting the

in-district students. There were 17 students that
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enrolled in Fairplains, 19 that enrolled at Martin.
Technically that would have only been two classes. We're
planning for three kindergartens next year. These
numbers in these classrooms encompass all of our out-of-
district students that have chosen to go ahead and —--—-.

BOARD PRESIDENT: So with that, one of the

facts would be if this merger were to go through, class
sizes may increase.
Is that correct?

MRS. GRAHAM: They may, yes. It

fluctuates. It can fluctuate. It just depends on open
enrollment. Right near the beginning of school, we had
several Fairplains' families go ahead and move in
anticipation. They went ahead and moved their students
to here this year. So they're already ——- they already
kickstarted coming over and we —-——-. That's a lot of
where that fluctuation was in the enrollment. Like,
August —--- like right at the end of July to August was
people going ahead in the open enrollment process and
moving over.

BOARD PRESIDENT: With the --- 1like in

first grade, you said, of course, second grade we can go
up to 28 students?

MRS. GRAHAM: No, 25.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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BOARD PRESIDENT: Twenty-five (25).

MRS. GRAHAM: Uh-huh.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Okay.

Do you know district Y about what the
average class size is?

MRS. GRAHAM: Usually they run 20 to 22

for a first grade class.

BOARD PRESIDENT: And I'm just using that

as an example.

MRS. GRAHAM: Yes. And many times we have

for an example, at Fairplains, we had to add a fourth
grade (sic) because of one student this year, because
went to 29. I think went up to ——-.

MR. MERRIT: Fourth and fifth we added.

MRS. GRAHAM: Fourth and fifth we added a

teacher this year because of one student. We went over

the West Virginia maximum. So their classrooms are only
running about 14, 15 students, where you can go to 28 in
fourth and fifth grade.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Did that open any

questions from any other Board Members? Because I know
—-—— I think we were having a couple of these
conversations, so any further questions?

Okay.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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Thank you, Mrs. Graham.

MRS. GRAHAM: You're welcome.

Our final speaker is Shawna Kelley. And
Ms. Kelley, if you would state your name and then spell
your last name for our Court Reporter, that would be
great.

MS. KELLEY: Hi, I'm Shawna Kelley. You

spelled my last name K-E-L-L-E-Y.

BOARD PRESIDENT: And I also forgot to

state this earlier, so I apologize, if at any point
during your comments you ask a question, we will stop the
timer for a response. So that way it doesn't count
against you. So I apologize for not saying that. So
hopefully it helped a little. So feel free.

MS. KELLY: Hi, I'm a first grade teacher

here at Martin Elementary. I started my teaching career
here as a student teacher; did observations here and
basically I've never left. It's like home.

I want to say that I vehemently oppose the
closing and merger of Martin and Fairplains. We will be
merging two Title 1 schools that are small into one large
school. It takes away the personality. It takes away
the one-on-one that we can do with families. It takes

away us understanding and being close to our families.
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I ask why you want to make classroom sizes
larger? Here in the past I've had classes that fit up to
about 15 and that is a perfect number in first grade to
be able to teach our students. Ask any educator and they
will tell you smaller class sizes make better
instruction, sooner intervention for students and
stronger relationships in the classroom and outside of
the classroom. This also lends itself to lower behavior
issues.

Both schools have amazing communities.
Both schools have families that have chosen our schools
for a reason; because of the atmosphere of the staff and
their loyalty to the schools. This act will take a
positive structure from a below economic community. At
both schools, teachers are able to get to know our
families. We have the ability to assist our families
with needs other than education. We are pillars in our
communities.

The most concerning thing to me is the
plans of where to put classrooms. The plan is to put
teachers in the closets as their classrooms. This means
students will be serviced in closets not meant or
designed for classrooms. These closets were originally

meant to be observation rooms. This means there are two-—
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way mirrors on two different sides of the school closets,
which are meant to let in noise. These closets are
sandwiched between two full-size classrooms. So in other
words, it's going to be loud because you're going to hear
from one class and the other class and then you're going
to have kids in the closet with these educators.

And also these teachers and administrators
will be placed in closets with no way to control the
temperature. Can you imagine six bodies in a loud, small
observation room in the middle of May when the air isn't
working and you can't keep your doors open for safety.

Do you think these young kids will be able to
concentrate? The actual placement of classrooms should
be should have been a key factor in the decision to
merge. Why hasn't money been written --- why wasn't
money written into the bond to expand Martin to create
classrooms and instead of using closets? Thank you.

BOARD PRESIDENT: Thank you so much. At

this time, there are no further speakers. So this
Special Meeting of the Wood County Board of Education is
adjourned at 6:22 p.m. Thank you. And then we will
begin at 7:30 at Fairplains.

* k*X * X* * * * %

MEETING CONCLUDED AT 6:22 P.M.
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify, as the stenographic reporter,
that the foregoing proceedings were taken
stenographically by me, and thereafter reduced to
typewriting by me or under my direction; and that this
transcript is a true and accurate record to the best of

my ability.

I certify that the attached transcript meets the
requirements set forth within article twenty-seven,

chapter forty-seven of the West Virginia Code.

Nicholas Martin,

Court Reporter
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Thursday, October 24, 2024
Special Meeting - School Closure Board Action
8:30 p.m.
Jackson Middle School
1601 34th Street
Vienna, WV 26105

1. Opening of Meeting

Subject : A. Call to Order

Meeting : Oct 24, 2024 - Special Meeting - School Closure
Board Action

Category : 1. Opening of Meeting

Access : Public

Type: Procedural

Subject : B. Roll Call

Meeting : Oct 24, 2024 - Special Meeting - School Closure
Board Action

Category : 1. Opening of Meeting

Access : Public

Type: Procedural

2. School Closure Board Action

Subject : A. Proposed Action of the Board: Fairplains
Elementary School

Meeting : Oct 24, 2024 - Special Meeting - School Closure
Board Action

Category : 2. School Closure Board Action

Access : Public

Type : Action

Recommended Action : Recommend to close Fairplains Elementary School at the

end of the 2024-2025 school year, and to merge Fairplains
Elementary School into the existing Martin Elementary
School at that time.

Subject : B. Proposed Action of the Board: VanDevender
Middle School

Meeting : Oct 24, 2024 - Special Meeting - School Closure
Board Action

Category : 2. School Closure Board Action

Access : Public

Type: Action

Recommended Action : Recommend to close VanDevender Middle School at the

end of the 2024-2025 school year, and to merge
VanDevender Middle School into Jackson Middle School



and Hamilton Middle School at that time.

Subject : C. CEFP Amendments for Closure of Fairplains
Elementary

Meeting : Oct 24, 2024 - Special Meeting - School Closure
Board Action

Category : 2. School Closure Board Action

Access : Public

Type: Action

Recommended Action : Recommend approval of the amendments for the

Comprehensive Education Facilities Plan (CEFP) for the
closure of Fairplains Elementary.

Administrative File Attachments

100.021_Application for Amendment 4.pdf (252 KB)

WCS 100.016.2_TranslatingEducationalNeeds_BuildingReview Amendment 4.pdf (642 KB)
WCS 100.018_FinancingPlan Amendment 4.pdf (370 KB)

WCS 100.016.3_TranslatingEducationalNeedsintoFacilityNeeds Amendment 4.pdf (666 KB)

3. Closing of Meeting

Subject : A. Adjournment

Meeting : Oct 24, 2024 - Special Meeting - School Closure
Board Action

Category : 3. Closing of Meeting

Access : Public

Type :


https://go.boarddocs.com/wv/woodwv/Board.nsf/files/DA4ULQ7C9C19/$file/100.021_Application%20for%20Amendment%204.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/wv/woodwv/Board.nsf/files/DA4UN97CD14D/$file/WCS%20100.016.2_TranslatingEducationalNeeds_BuildingReview%20Amendment%204.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/wv/woodwv/Board.nsf/files/DA4UN77CD148/$file/WCS%20100.018_FinancingPlan%20Amendment%204.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/wv/woodwv/Board.nsf/files/DA4UNB7CD150/$file/WCS%20100.016.3_TranslatingEducationalNeedsintoFacilityNeeds%20Amendment%204.pdf
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MR. RABER: It is now 8:30 p.m. and I call the
special meeting of the Wood County Board of Education to
order.

I will note that four members of the Board are
here, Ms. Townsend being absent this evening.

Moving to our school closure Board action,
during this portion -- this meeting we do not have
delegations and public comment due to the previous one,
two, three, four, five meetings. We did have all of the
delegations and public comment.

Pursuant to West Virginia Code 18-5-13 and 18-
5-13A as well as West Virginia Department of Education
policy 6200 and 6204 we can move forward with the
proposed action regarding the school closure action
items that we have this evening.

Therefore I move to close Fairplains
Elementary School at the end of 2024-2025 school year
and to merge Fairplains Elementary School into the
existing Martin Elementary School at this time. Is
there a second?

MR. OLCOTT: I'll second that.

Nancy S. Jarrell, CCR
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MR. RABER: It has been moved by Mr. Raber and
seconded by Mr. Olcott to close Fairplains Elementary
School at the end of the 2024-25 school year and to
merge Fairplains Elementary School into the existing
Martin Elementary School at this time. Is there
discussion?

Mr. Olcott.

MR. OLCOTT: How much time do I have?

MR. RABER: We're all hungry.

MR. OLCOTT: Yeah, I won't take very long but
I just -- some of the comments that we've heard at some
of the hearings that we have -- I'll go back to 2010
school hearings where we did it for Worthington at
Jefferson, only 200 people. And I just hope the public
understands that we look at energy utilization indexes
and facility modifiability and the geographic proximity
to other schools, ADA compliance, student enrollment.
There's a lot of things that go into it, not just
looking at numbers.

And it's a comprehensive piece that's done
spring-boarding off of the CEFP. And being a part of
the last two CEFPs in 2010 and 2020 they both have laid
out a road map.

I wish we were in a different spot to where

Nancy S. Jarrell, CCR
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our area was growing and new businesses were coming in
but I've been a part of 20 years of downsizing and it's
not a pleasant experience to go through. But I do
believe that this Board has been very diligent and I'm
proud of all of you that you have approached it, and the
Superintendent and the staff have approached it the
right way by looking at a lot of different things, you
know, structural safety layouts and logistics. And at
no point have we ever wanted to pick on one SES school.
That's not what this is about.

We didn't move forward in 2020 and the process
began back in 2010 when Worthington was in our previous
CEFP in 2010.

And so I think it's real important that the
community understand that we're trying to -- we're not
trying, we are being fiscally responsible. At the same
time we want to take care of our kids because if we
don't -- I've had to deal with this somewhat in the
corporate world. If you don't rightsize your assets
with your student population, which drives your income,
then not doing so, you create a disservice to the
students because your resources are spread too thin or
nonexistent.

And so it's one of those unattractive things
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that we have to do to make sure that we have the right
number of schools, we have the right assets in place to
provide good education for all of our students, and
sometimes we have to do undesirable things like closing
schools. I tend to term it as rightsizing our assets,
our facilities and our people.

And so I hope that the public understands.
That's been my approach for 20 years. And with this
process we've gone through this week -- it's been a long
process —-- for me it's still that same principle that we
don't sacrifice that. And I just wanted to share that
this evening because I've got a little bit longer tenure
with some of this and want to make sure the group, that
we're following the right process and I'm pretty proud
of the work that everybody's done. It's pretty
extensive and well-done.

MR. RABER: When I look at our student
enrollment and the population of Wood County over
roughly a decade Wood County's population has decreased
by about 3,500 citizens. During that same time period
Wood County Schools' population, student population, has
decreased by roughly 2,000. So of that 3,500, 2,000 of
those citizens were school-age students. And we can't

operate a system with the number of facilities and staff
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that we have based upon a declining student enrollment.

And I think a lot of this is really due to, if
you look back at the trends in 2008 and what higher ed
is starting to see this year, next year and especially
the year after, is they're going through an enrollment
cliff. We are experiencing that enrollment cliff now
because we have the school-age children because with the
Great Recession that started in 2008 people started
having less kids or no kids. And when I look at then
population data, right now we are losing almost two
times the number of citizens, what is being born in Wood
County. And I think that is a very telling sign of
where as a community we're going, which we don't have a
reason. We don't cause that. It's a fact that our
population in Wood County is getting older.

You know, back in 2013 there was a difference
between births and deaths of about six people. And now
in a decade it's half -- half of those that -- of deaths
that occur in a year only half of that number is being
replaced by births. And that is scary for our community
because we're not going to have down the road as many
tax paying citizens when we have birth and death rates
at this level.

And one of the big concerns
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that I have is if we don't make the hard decisions now

and we say at the end of the day, "We're going to wait,
we're going to wait, we're going to wait" and kick the

can down the path more and more, we're going to come to
a position where we financially can't afford it, we are
being irresponsible and the State comes in and takes us
over.

And that in my opinion should never happen in
Wood County because we have the leadership within our
administration, within this Board to assure that that
doesn't happen. Because if the State comes in and takes
us over they make those decisions. They will say,
"We're closing schools."

And one of the biggest issues that people have
is we want decisions to stay local. And if the State
comes 1in those decisions are no longer local. That's
people down in Charleston making those decisions and
they don't know what's best for our community. They may
see, okay, we have this school and we don't need that
school and not have plans in place as we move forward.

So I think this, you know, is absolutely
necessary as we move forward and it's not an easy
decision but is one that we have to make.

MR. RABER: Ms. Johnson.
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MS. JOHNSON: You know, I'm probably the only

one on this Board that has been through a transition

such as this. When I began teaching at Jefferson
Elementary it was a small school. There was still
Washington Junior High next door. They were two

separate buildings not connected in any way and it was
decided to close Pleasant Valley, Murphytown and Park
Elementary schools. Those schools came into Jefferson
and also many teachers from around the county
transferred there.

I saw it. We all had anxiety from every
school including Jefferson but it was a positive thing.
We learned, we had more teachers, more students that we
learned from each other. We built that family community
that so many at the schools have been talking about the
last few nights. We built it together starting together
and it's so important. And, thank you, Jeff, for
speaking tonight because it's so important, the
leadership, you and Ann and the teachers in this school,
you're the ones (inaudible) this transition that make it
a positive experience and I know you want to.

But it can be. We learned from each other.

We learned to plan together, collaborate together and we

built our own family team after consolidation. And it
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10

was probably the best experience of my life. Candace
came in after the consolidation. She knows the strong
teachers we all developed to be and we -- it was just a

great experience. And I think a lot of the parents at
that time. We had 850 students in that school the first
year of consolidation, five of every grade level.

And like I said I found it to be a positive
experience. So those of you that have some anxiety, I
hope you find it but it'll depend on the parents, the
community, the teachers and the administration to make
it one and I feel sure you will.

MR. OLCOTT: That's good.

MR. RABER: Okay. Is there any further
comment or discussion?

(No response)

MR. RABER: Carrying on, the question before
you is to close Fairplains Elementary School at the end
of the 2024-25 school year and the merge Fairplains
Elementary School into the existing Martin Elementary
School at that time.

All those in favor please signify by saying

(A1l Board members indicate "aye.")

MR. RABER: All those opposed signify by

Nancy S. Jarrell, CCR
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saying "no."

(No response)

MR. RABER: Motion carries.

I move to close Vandevender Middle School at
the end of the 2024-2025 school year and to merge
Vandevender Middle School into Jackson Middle School and
Hamilton Middle School at that time. Is there a second?

MS. JOHNSON: Second.

MR. RABER: It has been moved by Mr. Raber and
seconded by Ms. Johnson to to close Vandevender Middle
School at the end of the 2024-2025 school year and to
merge Vandevender Middle School into Jackson Middle
School and Hamilton Middle School at that time. Is
there any discussion?

(No response)

MR. RABER: Hearing none the question before
you is to close Vandevender Middle School at the end of
the 2024-25 school year and to merge Vandevender Middle
School into Jackson Middle School and Hamilton Middle
School at that time. All those in favor signify by
saying "aye."

(A1l Board members indicate "aye.")
MR. RABER: All those opposed signify by

"

saying "no.
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(No response)

MR. RABER: Motion carries.

I move the approval of the amendments for the
Comprehensive Education Facility Plan (CEFP) for the
closure of Fairplains Elementary School. Is there a
second?

MR. TICE: Second.

MR. RABER: It has been moved by Mr. Raber and
seconded by Mr. Tice for the approval of the amendments
for the Comprehensive Education Facility Plan (CEFP) for
the closure of Fairplains Elementary School. Is there
any discussion?

MR. OLCOTT: Just one final comment because I
know you don't have Board member comments on the agenda.
But I think it's important to note that this is really
the first phase of a larger CEFP plan. We have five
more schools to close while we build three new. And
they take a little bit of a different flavor because
they do have new schools on the other end of them.

And so I think it's good that we're making the
CEFP amendments so that it's a live and living document
and that the public understand this is step one of a lot
of work ahead in the next three to four years. So it's

an exciting time for Wood County Schools and I hope we
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view it that way.

MR. RABER: 1Is there any further discussion?

(No response)

MR. RABER: Hearing none the question before
you is the approval of the amendment for the
Comprehensive Education Facility Plan (CEFP) for the
closure of Fairplains Elementary School. All those in
favor signify by saying "aye."

(A1l Board members indicate "aye.")

MR. RABER: All those opposed signify by
saying "no."

(No response)

MR. RABER: Motion carries.

There being no further business before the
Wood County Board of Education special meeting this

meeting is adjourned at 8:44 p.m.
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THE STATE OF
WEST VIRGINIA

SS: CERTTIUFICATE
COUNTY OF WOOD

I, NANCY S. JARRELL, CCR, Certified Court
Reporter and Notary Public within and for the State of West
Virginia, duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby
certify that the hearing above was by me reduced to text
and recorded by Stenomask; afterwards reduced to
transcription under my direction and control; that the
foregoing is a true and correct transcription of the
testimony given by said witness.

I do further certify that this testimony was
taken at the time and place in the foregoing caption
specified, and was completed without adjournment.

I do further certify that I am not a relative,
counsel or attorney of either party, or otherwise
interested in the event of this action.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
and affixed my seal of office at Parkersburg, West
Virginia, on the 3rd day of November 2024.

fo/Norcy S Turrell] COR

Nancy S. Jarrell, CCR
Notary Public

My commission expires December 26, 2025.
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