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West Virginia Department of Education 
Office of School Operations & Finance – School Facilities  

 
Introduction:  The Tyler County Board of Education respectfully requests approval for the closure and 
consolidation of Arthur I. Boreman Elementary School and Sistersville Elementary School into a New Tyler 
Consolidated Elementary School. These closures are not contingent on any other actions and are proposed 
to occur upon the projected completion of a New Tyler Consolidated Elementary School for the 2027-
2028 school year. 

Action:  The Tyler County Board of Education requests approval of the following: 

• The closure and consolidation of Arthur I. Boreman Elementary School and Sistersville Elementary 
School into a New Tyler Consolidated Elementary School. These closures are not contingent on 
any other actions and are proposed to occur upon the projected completion of a New Tyler 
Consolidated Elementary School for the 2027-2028 school year. Considering these closures, 
applicable West Virginia State Board of Education policies were reviewed and followed, and 
documents were available for public inspection for the required time. A closure hearing was held 
for Arthur I. Boreman Elementary School on January 22, 2025, and Sistersville Elementary School 
on January 21, 2025. The Tyler County Board of Education voted to approve these closures at their 
January 22, 2025, board meeting. 

• Tyler County Board of Education requests a waiver of WVBE Policy 4336 for creating bus routes 
that will exceed the recommended duration of transportation time for elementary students. 



















































































































































































































































JANUARY 6, 2025
JANUARY 21, 2025

TYLER CONSOLIDATED AUDITORIUM

@ 6 PM

Closure and 
Consolidation of 
AIB and SES 
Elementary Schools 
Into a New 
Elementary School



Impact Statement

The Tyler County Board of Education (TCBOE) 
proposes the closure and consolidation of Arthur I. 
Boreman Elementary and Sistersville Elementary into 
a newly constructed Tyler Consolidated Elementary 
School with an anticipated completion date of 
August 2027. This marks a significant milestone in our 
commitment to providing exceptional education 
and opportunities for our students. 
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Enrollment: AIB (278)
 Countywide Enrollment Trend: 

 There is a general decline in student enrollment Pre K – 12 over the past 10-year 
period, from 1,303 students in 2015-2016 to 1,187 projected for 2025-2026. 

 Staggering Statistic: 
 In 1974-1975 when AIB and SES K-5 opened, there were 1255 elementary students 

with a total enrollment of 2562. In 2024-2025, AIB and SES combined has 557 
elementary students Pre K – 5 with a total county enrollment of 1192. That's a total 
decrease of 1370 students in 50 years. 

 Arthur I. Boreman Elementary School: 
 • The specific school shows a consistent decline over the 10-year period, starting from 

343 students in 2015-2016 to 269 projected for 2025-2026. It currently has 278 students.
 • The biggest drop occurred between 2019-2020 (321 students) and 2020-2021 (287 

students). 
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Enrollment: SES (279)
 Countywide Enrollment Trend: 

 There is a general decline in student enrollment Pre K – 12 over the past 10-year period, 
from 1,303 students in 2015-2016 to 1,187 projected for 2025-2026. 

 Staggering Statistic: 
 In 1974-1975 when AIB and SES K-5 opened, there were 1255 elementary students with 

a total enrollment of 2562. In 2024-2025, AIB and SES combined has 557 elementary 
students Pre K – 5 with a total county enrollment of 1192. That's a total decrease of 1370 
students in 50 years. 

 Sistersville Elementary School: 
 Enrollment fluctuates with current enrollment at 279.
 The number drops significantly between 2019-2020 (288 students) and 2020-2021 (267 

students). 
 However, a recovery follows, with projected growth from 267 in 2020-2021 to                     

280 students in 2023-2024. 

6



Facilities: Arthur I. Boreman Elementary
• Age: Built in 1974, with renovations in 1996
• Square Footage: approximately 54,000 sq. ft.
• Capacity: Designed for 450 students
• Amenities:

 Classrooms, Gymnasium, Cafeteria, Library/Media Center, Playgrounds
 Parking for 75+ vehicles
 WVDE Office of School Facilities Report on Condition: Fair to Good

 Shared Concerns:

• Aging infrastructure: Windows, Doors, Brick, Flooring, Sidewalks, HVAC, Copper Piping, 
Fire Alarm/Pump 

• Limited technology infrastructure
• Inefficient energy systems
• Accessibility concerns (ADA compliance)
• Parking and traffic flow issues
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Facilities: Sistersville Elementary
• Age: Built in 1975, with renovations in1999
• Square Footage: approximately 43,000 sq. ft.
• Capacity: Designed for 350 students
• Amenities:

 Classrooms, Gymnasium, Cafeteria, Library/Media Center, Playground
 Parking for 50+ vehicles
 WVDE Office of School Facilities Report on Condition: Fair

 Shared Concerns:

• Aging infrastructure: Windows, Doors, Brick, Flooring, Sidewalks, HVAC, Copper Piping, 
Fire Alarm

• Limited technology infrastructure
• Inefficient energy systems
• Accessibility concerns (ADA compliance)
• Parking and traffic flow issues
• Secondary Egress Road Issue
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Personnel / Transportation
• Personnel:  

 Tyler County Board of Education will continue to follow the 
WVDE recommended guidelines on the number of employees 
but maintain the number of staff required to deliver a quality 
education to all students.  All staff will have a job. 

• Transportation:  
 There are no major or negative variances with any of the bus 

routes. The driving distance between Arthur I. Boreman
Elementary School and Tyler Consolidated Elementary School is 
approximately 5.9 miles. The driving distance between 
Sistersville Elementary School and Tyler Consolidated 
Elementary School is approximately 9.1 miles.
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Finance
• To provide an equal and quality education 

to each student in Tyler County, the board 
proposes to consolidate services.  This closure 
would save the Board of Education on 
maintenance and operating expenses on 
two buildings that are antiquated. 
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Student Educational Program
• Enhanced Academic Opportunities

• Improved Facilities

• Increased Efficiency

• Stronger Community Bonds

• Better Resource Allocation

• Environmental Sustainability

• Accessibility and Safety

• Unified School Culture
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Community

• We value the history and significance of both schools.
• Consolidation enhances educational opportunities and 

resources.
• One campus fosters unity, accessibility, and efficiency.
• Our commitment to educational excellence remains 

unwavering.
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The consolidation of Arthur I. Boreman
Elementary and Sistersville Elementary into Tyler 
Consolidated Elementary School represents a 
bold step forward. Together, we will create a 
dynamic learning environment that supports the 
unique needs of our students, fosters community 
engagement, and prepares our children for 
success in an ever-changing world. 

Embracing Change, Building Excellence 13



Educational Specifications

Inspire: Learning Environment Planning, LLC
• Rob Pillar – Consultant

Process:
• The educational specifications committee participated 

in a series of exercises, workshops, and focus group 
discussions designed to envision learning environments 
needed for the future of Tyler County Schools.  
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Educational Specifications Committee

Comprised of 57 members
o Rob Pillar – Consultant
o TCS Central Office Staff
o AIB & SES – Teachers, Service Personnel, SROs, Nurses, Social 

Workers
o Board of Education Members
o Community Members / Local Businesses
o Parents
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Educational Visioning: 
January 9, 2024
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Educational Visioning: 
January 9, 2024
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Focus Groups: 
January 22-23, 2024

18



Focus Groups: 
January 22-23, 2024
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Survey Results:
175 Responses
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What academic or extracurricular 
programs are most important to 
you for your child’s education?
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Rank the importance of types of 
spaces in the new school design.
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How important is incorporating 
sustainable and eco-friendly 
features in the school’s design?
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What safety and security features 
are most important to you?
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What types of technology do you 
think are essential for the classrooms?
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What community-focused features 
would you like included in the school?
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Conceptual Renderings

Please Note:
• The following renderings are an artistic interpretation of the 

design.
• Renderings are not meant to be an exact replica of construction.
• Some items may not be standard and/or represent an exact 

symbol.
• Exact grading may differ.
• Colors and finishes are not represented fully by renderings.
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Preliminary Conceptual Aerial View
From Route 18 side of facility
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Preliminary Conceptual View
Main Entrance
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Preliminary Conceptual View
Parent Pickup / Dropoff
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Preliminary Conceptual View
Grades 1-5 Classroom Wing from
Tyler Consolidated Rear Parking Lot
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Preliminary Conceptual View
Access Road Entrance
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Collaborative Learning Community
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Common Concerns 34

Q: What will happen to the existing 
AIB and SES buildings?

A: Building will be sold.  The TCBOE will 
not keep or maintain buildings after
consolidation.



Common Concerns 35

Q: What will the name of the new 
school be?

A: The school name has not yet 
been determined.  This will be 
determined by a committee 
consisting of all stakeholders.  



Common Concerns 36

Q: AIB and SES have been well 
maintained, why do we need a new 
school?

A:  Consolidating two 50-year-old schools into one 
modern facility ensures long-term efficiency, improved 
educational resources, and reduced maintenance costs. 
While the existing buildings are well-maintained, they are 
aging and may not support future needs. Leveraging the 
current influx of oil and gas revenue is a rare opportunity to 
invest in a sustainable, state-of-the-art school that will serve 
students and the community for the next 50 years and 
beyond.



Common Concerns 37

Q: Why are they building a new 
school when AIB and SES were built 
not long ago?

A: Both schools are nearly 50 years 
old and exhibiting failing 
infrastructure.



Common Concerns 38

Q: Is this building going to raise our 
taxes?

A: The levy rate has not changed in 
since 1974.  This building is being 
built with current funds. There will 
be no bonds or additional taxes.



Common Concerns 39

Q: All of our students will be in the 
same area, what about safety?

A: With the additional bridge and 
access road having a central 
location will allow us to better 
protect our students.



Delegations:
• Delegations will present in order of sign in sheet.
• Delegations will be limited to 10 minutes each.
• Board Members will not respond to questions.
• School Officials may provide additional information 

at the conclusion of each delegation.
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