
West Virginia Council for the Interstate Compact on Educational 
Opportunity for Military Children

FY 2026 Meeting
Thursday, January 15, 2026



Microsoft Teams Meeting Information
As we begin the meeting:

• If you are using a computer or cell phone application, please note that you may use 
the menu bar near the bottom of your screen to:

• Turn your camera on or off
• Mute and unmute your microphone

Camera and microphone turned off

Camera off and microphone on

On a telephone, *6 will mute or unmute your audio. Press *1 for a complete list of telephone options. 
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Meeting Agenda
1. Welcome, Roll Call and Introductions

• Military Family Education Liaison, Mr. Robert Mellace
2. Approval of Agenda/Minutes and Remarks from the State Compact 

Commissioner
• Compact Commissioner, Mr. Nickolas Lambruno

3. Remarks from the State Superintendent of Schools
• State Superintendent of Schools, Ms. Michele Blatt

4. Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3) Overview
5. Common Ground Partnership Overview
6. Roundtable Discussion on MIC3 and the Common Ground Partnership



Welcome

Office of Educator Development
Mr. Robert Mellace

Coordinator
Phone: 1-304-558-3119

E-mail: rmellace@k12.wv.us
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Roll Call and Introductions
State Council Members:

Compact Commissioner – Mr. Nickolas Lambruno
State Superintendent of Schools – Ms. Michele Blatt

County Superintendent of Schools – Berkeley County Schools – Dr. Ryan Saxe 
Military Installation Representative – Vacant Position

Executive Branch Representative – Vacant Position
WV Senate Member – Mr. Ryan Weld

WV House of Delegates Member – Mr. Bill Anderson
Military Family Education Liaison – Mr. Robert Mellace

DOD Representative:
NRMA Regional School Liaison – Ms. Marcella Atwood
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Approval of Agenda/Minutes

Remarks
State Compact Commissioner

Mr. Nickolas Lambruno

• Director West Virginia Mountaineer ChalleNGe Program
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Remarks
State Superintendent of 

Schools
Ms. Michele Blatt

• 34th State Superintendent of Schools
• Appointed in June 2023
• Previously served as the following at the WVDE:

• Leadership Development Coordinator 
• Executive Director of the Office of School 

Improvement
• Chief Accountability Officer
• Assistant Superintendent for the Division of 

Support and Accountability
• Deputy State Superintendent
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Overview

Summary Information

National Annual Business Meeting Update

West Virginia Case Update
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http://www.mic3.net/west-virginia.html


The Military Interstate Children’s Compact was developed 
in 2006 and has been adopted by all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia and the Department of Defense 
Education Activity. The Compact eases the educational 
challenges that military children encounter, and supports 
uniform treatment as they transfer between school 
districts. 

The Compact only applies to public schools.
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Importance of MIC3 in WV
• Military children transition between 6-9 times during K-12.
• Soldiers experiencing deployments can focus on missions knowing 

provisions protect their families.
• The participation of every state in the Compact supports military readiness 

across the nation.
• Soldiers with families transitioning from other states into West Virginia 

receive reasonable accommodations provided by Compact.
• Soldiers from West Virginia transitioning into other states for the 

completion of their active-duty military orders are supported by other 
states participating in the Compact.

11Focuses on the unique needs of every child



West Virginia’s Approach:
Proactive Communications with Educators and                    

Military Families Statewide

Including -
• Annual State Superintendent’s update message or presentation at 

County Superintendent meeting
• Distribution of brochures and handouts at conferences and 

events
• WV Common Ground Partnership Activities

• WVDE MIC3 page on the Common Ground website
• Purple Star School Military Family Points of Contact receive MIC3 training 
• MIC3 professional development video



MIC3 Annual Business Meeting (ABM)

• Meeting in 2025, was in Indianapolis, IN. 

• Meeting in 2026, will be in Indianapolis, IN. 

• Approval of the FY 2027 budget.

• Procedural votes occurring on bylaws and rules amendments, etc.
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• West Virginia identified as fully compliant in FY 2025.
• Rule Amendment for the Dues Formula passed 

• States in tier 4 of military population, including West Virginia, 
have dues raised from $2,300 annually to $4,000 annually 
beginning in 2027. 

• The change to the formula was made due to inflation occurring 
since 2008, when the dues formula was last modified. 

• States encouraged to make technical corrections to existing MIC3 
Compact language. 20 of 50 States have taken this action.
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MIC3 Annual Business Meeting (ABM)

https://mic3.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/PROPOSED-RULE-AMENDMENT_DUES-FORMULA-redline-v3.pdf
https://mic3.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/PROPOSED-RULE-AMENDMENT_DUES-FORMULA-redline-v3.pdf
https://mic3.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Dues-Projections_FY27-34_2025.07.17.pdf


• Code of Conduct and Conflict of Interest Policies were amended 
to include State Commissioners, (MIC3) staff, and ex-officious and 
passed. Requires maintaining reasonable competence, acting 
ethically, and abiding by rules of the commission.

• Compliance Fee Assessment Policy was amended and passed, 
now requiring states to pay fees for instances when annual 
compliance goals are not met. 
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MIC3 Annual Business Meeting (ABM)

https://mic3.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/MIC3-Policy_CoC-CoI-Revised-2025.06.16.pdf
https://mic3.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/MIC3-Policy_CoC-CoI-Revised-2025.06.16.pdf
https://mic3.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/4c-Compliance-Fee-Assessment-Policy_V5_20250709_CLEAN.pdf
https://mic3.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/4c-Compliance-Fee-Assessment-Policy_V5_20250709_CLEAN.pdf


Cases Reported to the State and Qualifying for Provisions of MIC3:

FY 2020 – 1

FY 2022 – 0 (1 inquiry reported, did not qualify)

FY 2024 – 0 (1 inquiry reported, did not seek qualification)

FY 2025 – 1

FY 2026 - 0
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Qualifying Inquiry Example – Occurring FY 2020
Issue: A student moved from WY to WV with a high school level 
integrated science course completed, but high school equivalency 
was not identified on the transcript and the name of the course did 
not match Earth and Space Science, which was a required 
prerequisite in WV for the student to begin Biology I at the 
appropriate grade level.
Resolution: The student received course credit equivalent to Earth 
and Space Science at the high school level in WV, allowing 
enrollment in Biology I at the appropriate grade level.
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Overview: Common Ground Partnership
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Notes: The Common Ground Partnership is not an activity of MIC3.
The WV Common Ground Partnership promotes awareness of MIC3.

Mission Established in 2011:
Supporting the Success of All Students



West Virginia Board of Education 
Career Readiness Goals:
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24 Partnering Organizations
• 338th Recruiting Squadron of Wright Patterson Air 

Force Base in Ohio
• Department of West Virginia Marine Corps League
• Military Entrance Processing Command Beckley
• Military Officers Association of America for West 

Virginia
• Navy Talent Acquisition Group Ohio River Valley
• Navy Talent Acquisition Group Pittsburgh, PA
• Office of the Governor of West Virginia
• Prevent Suicide West Virginia
• United States Army Recruiting Battalion Columbus, 

OH
• United States Army Recruiting Battalion Richmond, 

VA
• United States Marine Corps Recruiting Stations in 

West Virginia (KY and MD Command)

• West Virginia Board of Education 
• West Virginia Congress of Parents and Teachers, Inc. 
• West Virginia Department of Education 
• West Virginia Department of Veterans Assistance
• West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission 

Office of Veterans Education and Training Programs
• West Virginia National Guard
• West Virginia Task Force Miner
• West Virginia University Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art, and Math Technical Assistance 
Center

• West Virginia Veterans of Foreign Wars
• West Virginia Wing of the Civil Air Patrol
• United States Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit 

Huntington
• West Virginia American Legion



November 12, 2024

22Video Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_DHbSmAzlGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_DHbSmAzlGk


23View the Summary Document

https://wvk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/rmellace_k12_wv_us/Edx6Jb3V1iVIhEQCvr3ltWYB0NweUaROS2CcucEKWCID7Q?e=c3ONDu
https://wvde.us/sites/default/files/2025-07/Common%20Ground%20Partnership%20Summary%20on%2020250725.pdf


Speaker Series
Topics:
• Career exploration
• Promoting literacy
• Substance abuse prevention
• Bullying prevention
• Importance of staying in school and 

graduating
• American flag protocols
• Patriotic holidays or events
• Other
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Purple Star Award Programs Across America
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Source: Military Child Education Coalition at 
https://militarychild.org/programs-and-initiatives/purple-star-schools/ 

https://militarychild.org/programs-and-initiatives/purple-star-schools/
https://militarychild.org/programs-and-initiatives/purple-star-schools/
https://militarychild.org/programs-and-initiatives/purple-star-schools/
https://militarychild.org/programs-and-initiatives/purple-star-schools/
https://militarychild.org/programs-and-initiatives/purple-star-schools/
https://militarychild.org/programs-and-initiatives/purple-star-schools/
https://militarychild.org/programs-and-initiatives/purple-star-schools/
https://militarychild.org/programs-and-initiatives/purple-star-schools/
https://militarychild.org/programs-and-initiatives/purple-star-schools/
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JROTC, NDCC, FLP
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• Veteran instructors
• Instill citizenship, public service, 

personal responsibility, and a 
sense of accomplishment

JROTC and NDCC
• 2024 NDAA removed the 

statutory requirement of “fair and 
equitable distribution” of units 
throughout the nation

• 2025 NDAA approved up to 200 
additional units nationally
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23rd View the Purple Up 
Month Toolkit

https://wvde.us/academics/common-ground-partnership/purple-up-month-toolkit
https://wvde.us/academics/common-ground-partnership/purple-up-month-toolkit


• School registration launched on 
December 8, 2025

• 20 Schools holding local events 
recognizing students committing to 
public service in the military

• Review the complete event list on 
the Common Ground Partnership 
website
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April 20 - 24, 2026

https://wvde.us/academics/awards-recognition/military-signing-week
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Speaker Series Educator Request System

WVDE will reach out to all military 
partners to determine which of their 
branch’s unique opportunities they 
would like to have highlighted on the 
website.

A system of notification, similar to the 
Speaker Series or Military Signing 
Week is being developed for launch in 
Summer/Fall 2026.

35All offerings must be educational in nature and school/age appropriate  

Example: Army (Active and Reserve) STEM Trucks



Proposed cooperation with two schools as a model:
• 1 Elementary school from Kanawha County
• 1 Elementary school from Putnam County
Goals: 
• Support in planning outdoor learning spaces of elementary schools
• Veteran guest visits with students and professional development
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Cooperative Communications:
• E-mails
• Social media posts
• Summary rack card 
• Transition assistance information
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Operation Recognition

Cooperative Communications:
• E-mails
• Social media
• One-page flyer distribution (on right)

Operation Recognition provides qualifying 
veterans of WWII, the Korean War, and the 
Vietnam Conflict with a high school diploma

Note: Operation Recognition is provided through collaboration
between the WVDVA and WVDE



West Virginia National Guard in Education
MCA and FLP
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Roundtable Discussion:
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Closing Remarks

Compact Commissioner:
Mr. Nickolas Lambruno

nickolas.w.lambruno@wv.gov 

Military Family Education Liaison:
Mr. Robert Mellace

rmellace@k12.wv.us or 1-304-558-3119
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mailto:nickolas.w.lambruno@wv.gov
mailto:rmellace@k12.wv.us
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