- 3 -DRAFT
DRAFT
DRAFT
DRAFT
DRAFT 
DRAFT
DRAFT




- 2 -
	

MINUTES
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION
Capitol Building 6, Suite 600
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, West Virginia
July 12, 2023
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]

I.		Call to Order

	Following the welcome and Pledge of Allegiance, President L. Paul Hardesty called the meeting of the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) to order at 9:00 a.m. on July 12, 2023, in Capitol Building 6, Suite 600, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, West Virginia.  

	The following members were present:  President Hardesty, Vice President Nancy J. White, Robert W. Dunlevy, Victor L. Gabriel, F. Scott Rotruck, Daniel D. Snavely, Christopher A. Stansbury, Debra K. Sullivan, and James S. Wilson and ex officio Michele L. Blatt, State Superintendent of Schools.  Member absent was ex officio Sarah Armstrong Tucker, Chancellor, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission and West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education.  

II.		Approval of Agenda
   
	President Hardesty called for a motion to approve the agenda.  Mr. Rotruck moved, and Dr. Stansbury seconded, that the agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question, the motion was carried unanimously. 

III.		Ceremonial Oath of Office
		Michele L. Blatt, State Superintendent of Schools

	A ceremonial oath of office was administered to Superintendent Blatt.  Special guests in attendance for the ceremony were Superintendent Blatt’s parents, Mike and Doris Smith, daughter, Emma Blatt, and sister and niece, Jennifer and Kenna Compton.

IV.		Delegations


	Mr. Fred Albert, President, AFT-West Virginia, addressed the Board regarding the WVDE’s literacy and mathematics initiatives and the teacher shortage.  Ms. David Gladkosky, Executive Director, West Virginia Professional Educators, addressed the Board regarding ECCATs and assistant teachers.  Mr. Richard Duncan, West Virginia Association of School Human Resource Officials, addressed the Board regarding the leadership shortage.  Mr. Dale Lee, President, West Virginia Education Association, addressed the Board regarding challenges facing educators.  Curator Randall Reid-Smith, West Virginia Department of Arts, Culture, and History, addressed the Board regarding the Governor’s School for Literacy through Arts, Culture, and History activities.



V.		School Safety Update

	Mr. Jonah Adkins, Director, WVDE Office of PK-12 Academic Support, provided an update regarding school safety plans, training, See Something Say Something initiative, and prioritizing locks on classroom doors.

VI.		Consent Agenda

	    President Hardesty called for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Mr.  Dunlevy moved, and Mrs. Sullivan seconded, that the Consent Agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachments A through M.) 

· Approved the June 14 and 23, 2023, WVBE minutes (Attachment A)
· Approved audio recording device waivers, expiring August 1, 2024 (per  House Bill 3271), for Berkeley, Braxton, Cabell, Calhoun, Hampshire, Hancock, Hardy, Kanawha, Lewis, Marshall Mason, McDowell, Mercer, Mineral, Mingo, Randolph, Wayne, and Wyoming County Schools  (Attachment B) .

· Approved the Marshall County Board of Education’s request for Waiver of Policy 6200, Handbook of Planning School Facilities, to construct a replacement school for Sand Hill Elementary School that is below the minimum design enrollment of 240 and below the minimum site size of five acres (Attachment C)

· Approved proposed revisions to the Cabell County Schools: GROW Educators alternative certification program for special education, in partnership with the WVDE, to add the Preschool Special Needs PreK-K endorsement  (Attachment D)

· Approved proposed revisions to the Kanawha's BEST alternative certification program for special education, in partnership with the WVDE, to add the endorsements of Preschool Special Needs PreK-K and Severe Disabilities K‑Adult  (Attachment E)

· Approved proposed revisions to the Alternative Certification Through Innovation alternative certification program for special education, provided by Lincoln County Schools, Mason County Schools, and Mingo County Schools, in partnership with the WVDE, to add the endorsements of Autism PreK-PreK, Autism K-6 and Autism 5-Adult with Marshall University as an official partner (Attachment F)

· Approved edTPA (developed by Pearson), PPAT (developed by ETS), and WVTPA (developed by stakeholders in West Virginia) to stand alone as teacher performance assessments having technical soundness and meeting the requirements for reliability and validity evidence outlined in Policy 5100 (Attachment G-1 and G-2)
· Appointed William P. Hosaflook, Superintendent of Jackson County Schools, to replace C. David Price, former Superintendent of Raleigh County Schools, to represent the West Virginia Association of School Administration

· [bookmark: _Hlk76728776]Received the annual report on the number of high school diplomas issued in accordance with Policy 4355, High School Diplomas for Veterans  (Attachment H)

· Approved Policy 2520.2B, West Virginia College- and Career-Readiness Standards for Mathematics, to be effective July 1, 2024  (Attachment I-1 and I‑2)

· Approved Policy 5901, Alternative Certification Programs for the Education of Teachers, to be effective 30 days from filing  (Attachment J)

· Approved Policy 6204, School Closings or Consolidations, to be effective 30 days from filing  (Attachment K)

· Approved Policy 5310, Performance Evaluation of School Personnel, for placement on public comment for 30 days  (Attachment L)

· Received an update from the West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the Blind (Attachment M).

VII.		West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission (WVSSAC) 
		Series 1, Constitution, Series 2, Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility,
	Series 3, Provisions Governing Contests, and Series 4, Provisions Governing Conduct
	
	Mr. C. David Price, Interim Director, WVSSAC, presented Series 1, Series 2, Series 3, and Series 4 for the Board’s consideration.  The proposed amendments are brought forth to keep the WVSSAC current and updated on changes, trends and issues in the band and athletic programs. This year 22 proposals were approved by the member schools; Series 2 was further amended to comply with recent legislative action.  Comments received during the comment period resulted in one change to Series 2 (section 3.11.c was removed).  President Hardesty called on Mr. Price to addressed questions regarding the amendments; discussion ensued regarding the transfer policy, the procedure utilized by the WVSSAC to amend rules, WVSSAC’s waiver process, and competitive balance formula.  

	President Hardesty called for a motion regarding WVSSAC Series 1, Constitution.  Dr. Wilson moved, and Ms. White seconded, that WVSSAC Series 1 be approved and effective 60 days from filing.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment Mc.)

	President Hardesty called for a motion regarding WVSSAC Series 2, Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility.  Mr. Gabriel moved, and Mr. Dunlevy seconded, that WVSSAC Series 2 be approved and effective 60 days from filing.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried with seven members voting yes, and one member voting no.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachments N-1 and N-2.)
	President Hardesty called for a motion regarding WVSSAC Series 3, Provisions Governing Contests.  Ms. White moved, and Dr. Stansbury seconded, that WVSSAC Series 3 be approved and effective 60 days from filing.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment O.)

	President Hardesty called for a motion regarding WVSSAC Series 4, Provisions Governing Conduct.  Mr. Dunlevy moved, and Mr. Gabriel seconded, that WVSSAC Series 4 be approved and effective 60 days from filing.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment P.)

VIII.		Update:  Logan County Schools Intervention
		
	Mr. Jeffrey Kelley, Accountability Officer, WVDE Office of Accountability and Assessment, and Mr. Jeff Huffman, Superintendent, Logan County Schools, provided an update regarding progress toward addressing the findings and deficiencies outlined in the Logan County Schools Special Circumstance Review Report.  Mr. Josh Brumfield, Deputy Superintendent, and Ms. Lisa Beck, Consultant, Logan County Schools, were in attendance for the presentation.   

IX.		Update:  Upshur County Schools Intervention

	Mr. Kelley provided an update regarding additional non-compliances and progress toward addressing previously identified non-compliances in the Upshur County Schools Special Circumstance Review Report. Mr. Stephen Wotring, immediate past interim Superintendent, and current Superintendent Mrs. Christine Miller, Upshur County Schools, addressed the Board regarding work underway to resolve issues found in the Special Circumstance Review.

X.		WVBE Personnel Matters, WVDE Personnel Matters, and
		Litigation Update in B.P.J. by her next friend and mother, 
		Heather Jackson v. WVBE, et al. 
		Executive Session

	President Hardesty called for a motion to enter into executive session. Ms. White moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that the Board enter in executive session for WVBE personnel and/or legal matters as provided in W. Va. Code §6-9A-4(b)(2)(A) [personnel exception] and/or §6-9A‑4 [matters involving attorney‑client privilege per Peters v. County Commission, 205 W. Va. 481 (1999)].  Upon the call for the question the motion was unanimously carried; the Board moved into executive session at 10:40 a.m. 

XI.		WVBE Personnel Matters, WVDE Personnel Matters, and
		Litigation Update in B.P.J. by her next friend and mother, 
		Heather Jackson v. WVBE, et al. 
		Return from Executive Session

	President Hardesty announced the Board had returned from executive session at 11:55 a.m. with no action taken and called for a motion to approve the Board’s personnel attachment inclusive of the WVSDB’s vacation/annual leave policy.  Mrs. Sullivan moved, and Dr. Stansbury seconded, that the personnel attachment, inclusive of the WVSDB’s vacation/annual leave policy, be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment Q-1.)   
	President Hardesty called for a motion to approve the WVDE’s personnel attachment.  Mr. Dunlevy moved, and Mr. Gabriel seconded, that the WVDE’s personnel attachment approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment Q-2.)   

XII.		Superintendent Reports

	Superintendent Blatt, assisted by Dr. Sonya White, Officer, WVDE Instructional Leadership and School Improvement, provided an update regarding the literacy and numeracy initiatives and the INVEST Conference; assisted by Ms. Melanie Purkey, Officer, Office of Federal Programs and Support, and Ms. Laura Pauley, Director, WVDE ESEA Programs, provided an update regarding ESSER monitoring (COVID response); and, Superintendent Blatt provided a brief overview of trainings required by federal law, W. Va. Code, and WVBE policy.

XIII.		WVBE Member Updates and Requests for Information

	Mr. Gabriel would like the Director of the School Building Authority of West Virginia to appear at a future meeting to provide an update regarding projects over budget.  Mrs. Sullivan worked on policies, provided an update regarding Communities In Schools, attended a scratch cooking event, attended an INVEST Conference, learned about a program on instructional effectiveness in youth facilities, and requested contacts counties are making with the West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the Blind Outreach Center.  Mr. Rotruck attended a Tech Yeah Conference and spoke about a significant federal grant awarded to Mingo County for aerospace.  Dr. Stansbury congratulated Superintendent Blatt on a successful first meeting and is interested in hearing from Mr. Clinton Burch, Officer, WVDE Adult and Technical Education, about middle school career technical education offerings. Dr. Wilson requested Mr. Jacob Green, Superintendent, West Virginia Schools of Diversion and Transition, and Mr. Clayton Burch, Superintendent, West Virginia Schools for the Deaf and the Blind, be invited to a future meeting, and spoke about a National Science report regarding the number of females in West Virginia pursuing science fields and issued concern about the lack of West Virginia males pursuing science fields.  Mr. Dunlevy attended meetings of The Education Alliance and West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission. Ms. White participated in Service Personnel of the Year interviews. 

XIV.		Future Meetings

	President Hardesty announced that the next regular meeting of the WVBE will be held August 9, 2023, at 9:00 a.m., in Charleston, West Virginia.

XV.		Election of Officers
	
	President Hardesty called for nominations.  Mr. Dunlevy moved that President Hardesty be re-elected as President, Ms. White be re‑elected as Vice President, and Mr. Rotruck be re‑elected as Financial Officer; Dr. Wilson seconded the motion.  President Hardesty called for further nominations.  When no additional other nominations were offered President Hardesty called for a motion to close nominations.  Dr. Wilson moved that the nominations be closed; Dr. Stansbury seconded the motion.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  President Hardesty announced that the officers were elected by acclamation.

XVI.		Adjourn

	President Hardesty called for a motion to adjourn.  Ms. White moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon the call for the question the meeting was adjourned at 12:27 p.m.

		Minutes approved by the Board on August 9, 2023.


		_______________________________________________
					L. Paul Hardesty, President


		________________________________________________
					Nancy J. White, Vice President
Minutes were recorded by 	
    Virginia M. Harris
  Secretary to the Board.
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