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Early Learning Readiness (Pre-K – Kindergarten) 
 

 
Developmentally Appropriate, Standards-Focused Curriculum 

 

A holistic approach to early learning requires teachers to be knowledgeable about 
child development and skilled in providing experiences that meet students’ needs. 
Social/emotional, cognitive, and physical development are interrelated domains 
which emphasize the development of positive dispositions to learning. 

Developmental 
Domains 

Social/Emotional 
Cognitive 
Physical 

Best practices for a comprehensive approach to early learning instruction indicate 
appropriate and sufficient emphases in all content areas are provided.  
Developmentally appropriate integration of content is utilized to provide rigor based 
on students’ prior experiences, knowledge and developmental levels. 

Content Areas 
English Language 

Arts 
Mathematics 

Music 
Science 

Social Studies 
Visual Art 
Wellness 

 
The Early Learning Readiness grades (WV Universal Pre-K and 
kindergarten) provide opportunities for students to build solid 
foundations and positive dispositions to learning through a holistic 
approach to education.  

The teacher’s ability to integrate high-quality, developmentally 
appropriate experiences throughout the classroom provides a rich 
context for learning.  

Critical Considerations to Help Assure a Developmentally 
Appropriate, Standards-Focused Curriculum: 

• Students at this age learn best when they make connections to 
something with which they are familiar.   

• Students at this age also require opportunities to engage in hands-
on, child-centered, play-based experiences.  

• Students’ progress developmentally at varied levels and each 
child’s development is significantly impacted by his/her previous 
experiences.  

• Developing and sustaining positive relationships with peers and 
familiar adults provide a context that encourages a sense of safety 
and excitement for learning.  

• A developmentally appropriate, standards-focused classroom 
environment becomes “the third teacher” and provides ample 
opportunities for children to engage in high quality learning 
experiences throughout the day (without isolation of subjects).  

• Young students need large blocks of time to enter and engage in 
high-quality experiences, and then to transition into new 
experiences.    

 

Implications 
• Particularly during the early 

learning grades, establishing 
positive relationships and 
developing socially and emotionally 
are critical for later academic 
success.  Ask yourself: How are 
strong child-to-child and child-to-
adult relationships encouraged in 
the classroom? How is the 
development of social competence 
taught in the classroom 
community? 

• Exposure to a meaningful, print-rich 
environment where vocabulary 
scaffolding occurs through various 
experiences throughout the day 
promotes learning and an 
eagerness to learn—a powerful 
combination!  Ask yourself:  What 
can be done to increase 
opportunities for my students to 
engage in text, speaking and 
listening, and writing? What is 
being done to help close the 
literacy achievement gap? 

• Learning experiences, formal and 
informal, are designed to engage 
students as they develop an 
understanding of standards in each 
of the content areas.  Ask 
yourself:  What can be done to 
ensure students are actively 
engaged in learning experiences?  
What  materials are introduced to 
facilitate student learning (i.e., 
introducing architecture books into 
the block area)? 
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