
Catch 22 

Question Answers 



Describe Catch 22 as 
Doc Daneeka explains it. 
§  It is a doctor’s duty to ground 

anyone who’s crazy. 
§  BUT the doc cannot ground any 

pilot for reasons of insanity 
unless the pilot first asks him. 

§  YET if a pilot asks to be 
grounded because he’s crazy, 
then he must be sane. 



Who doesn’t want to 
fight? 

§  A soldier who doesn’t want to 
fight is sane (it’s impossible to 
want to fight). 

§  Therefore, it’s impossible for a 
soldier to be excused from 
battle on the grounds of 
insanity. 



Describe the growth 
and expansion of M & M 

Enterprises. 
§  This brainchild of Milo’s grows from 

a small operation into an 
international syndicate. 

§  Within two weeks, Milo convinces 
Major de Coverley to name him mess 
officer and put squadron planes at 
his disposal for transactions and 
acquisitions. 



Milo’s ambition 

§  As milo tries to get the best food 
for his mess hall and as he makes 
the best deals for the highest 
profit, his operations expand 
beyond the local level. 

§  His operation becomes large 
enough to be considered a 
syndicate in which everyone 
supposedly has a share. 



Syndicate’s Success 

§  Milo’s planes are everywhere. 
§  Milo makes big deals all over the 

world. 
§  Milo’s status at the head of the 

syndicate earns him respect-even 
fame- wherever he goes. 
§  Mayor of Palermo 
§  Assistant governor-general of Malta 
§  Vice-shah of Oran 
§  Caliph of Baghdad 
§  Sheik of Araby 



Explain the significance 
of the character’s 

names. 



Yossarian 
§  Colonel Cathcart’s reaction to 

the name suggests the trouble and 
rebellion we see in the character. 

§  The s sound reminds Cathcart of 
the terms subversive, socialist, 
seditious, suspicious, fascist, and 
others. 

§  Yossarian is the pilot who 
questions the values and even the 
sanity of those in the government 
and military. 



Orr 

§  Symbolic significance- Orr 
paddles his way to sanctuary in 
Sweden in a tiny life raft (which 
is implied he purposely did). 

§  Orr’s name also suggests 
alternatives and 
resourcefulness, key traits of 
his character. 



Nately 

§  Nately’s innocence is 
highlighted by his name, which 
connotes natal.  His name 
implies the qualities of an 
infant. 



Aarfy (nickname for 
aardvark) 

§  Both forms conjure animal 
images: 
§ Suggestive of the sound a dog’s 

bark makes 

§ A burrowing animal that feeds on 
small insects 



Milo Minderbinder 

§  Minderbinder suggests 
“mastermind.”  He binds others’ 
minds with his manipulative 
reasoning. 

§  It implies the complexity of the 
schemes Minderbinder cooks up. 



Captain Black 

§  He is a noncombat intelligence 
officer whose name suggests 
the archetypal color of evil 
and villainy. 

§  He lacks empathy and 
sadistically enjoys manipulating 
others. 



Appleby 

§  Appleby is from Iowa, America’s 
heartland.   

§  His name reflects the cliché 
that something is as American as 
baseball, mom, and apple pie. 

§  He is unable to think deeply 
about serious issues or to 
question orders. 



Clevenger 

§  This character thinks he is 
clever (Harvard graduate).   

§  In reality, he is clueless about 
human nature and nuance. 

§  His naiveté causes his trial 
which satirizes the McCarthy 
trials and the American justice 
system. 



Dori Duz 

§  She is a promiscuous character 
that belongs to the Women’s 
Army Corps. 

§  She becomes sexually active 
with as many men as possible. 



Nurse Duckett 

§  Her name implies that she ducks 
meaningful relationships. 

§  Her name is also a homophone 
for ducat (a type of old 
European gold coin).  She 
eventually marries for money. 



Chief White Halfoat 

§  His name parodies his ethnicity:Native 
American tradition of choosing 
names that reflect nature. 
§  Stereotypically red in ethnicity, his name 

is White. 
§  Halfoat is the cracked part of 

something miniscule in nature. 
He is a stereotypical illiterate, drunk 

Indian, who is himself a bigot. 
He represents the worst of any minority. 



Major __ deCoverley 

§  This aloof character’s persona, 
role, and responsibilities initially 
seem mysterious. 

§  His name parodies the Victorian 
literary convention of omitting 
characters’ first names.   

§  Even though he is a major, his job 
consists of procuring recreational 
facilities for American soldiers in 
Allied territories. 



Kid sister (Nately’s 
Whore’s kid sister) 

§  This character symbolically 
represents the young innocents 
whose lives are ruined by the 
war. 

§  Yossarian’s attempts to rescue 
her represents his hope for 
humankind. 



What the hospital 
symbolizes for 

Yossarian?  
§  As the novel opens, Yossarian is 

hoping to sustain a liver 
condition that  will keep him out 
of combat. 

§  He regards the hospital as his 
refuge from the war, his only 
means of escape. 



What does Yossarian 
learn as a result of his 

several visits to the 
hospital? 



The hospital becomes 
increasingly unpleasant 
§  The soldier in white and the talkative 

Texan bring the twisted logic of war 
into the hospital and send other 
patients fleeing back to combat. 

§  With each visit, he is less able to 
escape the insanity of war and less 
able to ignore what is happening to 
those around him. 

§  He learns that there is more to life 
than merely saving one’s own skin. 



Explain the philosophy 
Yossarian adopts after 

Snowden’s death. 
§  Snowden’s death represents the 

fact that a human, without a living 
spirit, is nothing but a mass of 
tissue, bones, and blood. 

§  Therefore, he makes it his mission 
to stay alive and avoid the 
gruesome, messy horror of death 
and war. 



How does this 
philosophy change by 
the end of the novel? 

§  He comes to understand that his 
constant paranoid vigil over his 
life is self-absorbing, selfish, 
and a waste of time. 

§  He also learns that sickness, 
pain, and death are a part of life, 
no matter how hard he tried to 
deny or avoid them. 



Yossarian’s end 

§  When he rejects the colonel’s offer 
to go home, he remains true to 
himself and to the other men 
showing that he is beginning to care 
about the quality of his life, not the 
length of it. 

§  Orr’s example restores Yossarian’s 
faith in miracles and allows him to 
try to live- happily and without 
regrets. 


