Raisin in the Sun and Northern Racism
Foundation:
Students work from a knowledge of the play, having read the play prior to the assignment. This allows
students to see the play as mainly a work of fiction about the truths of general racism. From there, have
students read Langston Hughes “Harlem.” Most textbooks have it incorporated in it (as ours does) but,
if not, it can be found here: http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/harlem/
Students begin by analyzing what dreams are almost deferred and listing potential reasons that
Hansberry may have chosen part of this particular poem as her play’s title.
Teachers should then “hook” the students by telling them that Hansberry had personal experience that
she drew from in order to create the play.
Students are divided up into pairs to research the following topics:
Hansberry Foundation
Chicago real estate board racial covenants
Woodlawn Property Owners association
1919 Chicago Race Riot
1951 Cicero Riot
Trumbell Park Race Riots 1953-1954
Chicago Beach segregation (through 1960s)
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters
Willis Wagons
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) and James Farmer
Chicago Defender
Great Migration to Chicago
South Side Chicago in the 1930s and 1940s (also known as the “Black Belt”
Olivet Baptist Church
Gautreaux Assisting Housing Program

Teacher may assign or allow them to select. Students are to create a presentation that incorporates the
following:
Credible, reliable sources (with authorship) on the event
At least one quote from a primary source
Sourced visuals to connect the audience
Evidence based (from text and research) connections between the event and the play
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