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MINUTES

WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION
Capitol Building 6, Room 353
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston, West Virginia
June 13, 2017
I.
Call to Order


Following the welcome and Pledge of Allegiance President Thomas W. Campbell called the meeting of the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) to order at 10:05 a.m. on June 13, 2017, in Capitol Building 6, Room 353, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, West Virginia.  


The following members were present:  President Campbell, Vice President David G. Perry, Jeffrey D. Flanagan, Miller L. Hall, F. Scott Rotruck, Debra K. Sullivan, Francis S. Vitale, and James S. Wilson, and ex officio Steven L. Paine, State Superintendent of Schools.  Members absent were Joseph A. Wallace and ex officios Paul L. Hill, Chancellor, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission, and Sarah Armstrong Tucker, Chancellor, West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education.
II.
Approval of Agenda


President Campbell called for a motion to approve the agenda.  Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Rotruck seconded, that the agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.

III.
Delegations

President Campbell's remarks regarding the delegations portion of the agenda were interrupted by a power outage; the meeting paused at 10:08 a.m.  President Campbell restarted the meeting at 10:16 a.m. 


Ms. Kristin Anderson, Executive Director, West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE) Communications Office, provided instructions to the assembly regarding the delegations portion of the agenda and called the following delegations to the lectern:  Delegate Dana Lynch, 44th House District, Lawrence Tully (distributed information), Quinn Rappo, and Carolyn Arritt.  Ms. Anderson announced that two group delegations would address the Board with each group receiving 60 minutes; near the end of the presentation President Campbell allowed an additional five minutes to the remaining presenters and advised that the second group would also be given an additional five minutes.  The first group that addressed the Board included Jeremy Rose, Chris Tinney, Lori Cvetnick, Kendra Amick, Bob Bastress, Craig Howley (distributed information), Ryan Frykholm, Stu Matthis (distributed information), Dan Ritchey, Sharon Glasscock (distributed information), John Estep, and Nicki Taylor.  All delegations addressed the Board regarding Nicholas County's proposed Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan amendment and closures.
IV.
Break


President Campbell called for a break for lunch at 11:40 a.m.

V.
Call to Order


President Campbell called the meeting back to order at 12:17 p.m.  

VI.
Delegations  (Continued)


Ms. Anderson called the second group delegation to the lectern.   The second group delegation included John Staats, A. J. Rogers, Ernie Dennison, Kendra Rapp, Gus Penix, Fred Amick, Darrell White, Chris Hanshaw, Jim Epling, Ginger Altizer, Kristina Frame, Vicky Nutter, Ken Altizer, Glen Tyre, Rocky Roberts, Anita Jarrett, and Jennifer Forman (distributed information).  All delegations addressed the Board regarding Nicholas County's proposed Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan amendment and closures. (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachment B.)

VII.
Break


Dr. Wilson thanked the assembly for their cooperation during today's proceedings.  President Campbell called for a break at 1:25 p.m.

VIII.
Call to Order


President Campbell called the meeting back to order at 1:38 p.m.  
IX.
Amendment/Closures - Nicholas County Schools' 


Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan

Mr. Mike Pickens, Executive Director, WVDE Office of School Facilities and School Transportation, presented the proposed amendment to the Nicholas County CEFP for the Board's consideration.  The Nicholas County Board of Education requested approval to amend its 2010-2020 CEFP to include the closure of five schools: Richwood High School, Nicholas County High School, Nicholas County Career and Technical Education Center, Summersville Middle School and Richwood Middle School at the conclusion of the 2020 school year.  The students from Nicholas County High School, Richwood High School, and the Nicholas County Career and Technical Center will be consolidated into a newly constructed comprehensive 9-12 high school at the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year.  Richwood Middle School and Summersville Middle School students will be consolidated into a newly constructed 6-8 middle school at the beginning of the 2020‑2021 school year.  The Nicholas County Board of Education unanimously approved this recommendation on March 7, 2017.

Mr. Pickens called Dr. Donna Burge-Tetrick, Superintendent of Nicholas County Schools, to the lectern.  Superintendent Burge-Tetrick (provided a copy of her remarks for the minutes) provided information in support of the proposed amendment and closures.

President Campbell called upon Superintendent Paine who provided an update regarding findings resulting from the investigation he was directed to undertake by the Board during a previous meeting.  Superintendent Paine then called upon Mr. Scott Raines, Director of School Planning and Construction, School Building Authority of West Virginia, to provide an overview of the construct of the original plan and presented an alternative plan for consideration allowing a combined middle school high school and/or technology center in Richwood and Summersville.  

President Campbell called upon Heather Hutchens, general counsel to the West Virginia Department of Education, who presented the Board's options for consideration.  Ms. Hutchens stated that the Board could approve the requested amendment or reject the request articulating a reason why the request was rejected at the time of the motion to reject the request.  


Discussion ensued regarding Nicholas County's proposed CEFP amendment and closures. 

Following discussion, Mr. Perry moved to "reject Nicholas County’s proposed amendment to its CEFP inclusive of the closure of five schools, because the Board believes sufficient alternatives and possibilities have not been explored to be assured this plan is in the best interest of the students of Nicholas County, and specifically of those in the current Richwood Middle and Richwood High School areas."  Mr. Hall seconded the motion.  Following additional comment by Dr. Wilson, President Campbell called for the question and the motion was carried with seven members voting yes and one member voting no. (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment A and addendum.)  

X.
Future Meetings

The next regular meeting of the WVBE will be held June 14, 2017, in Charleston, West Virginia. The meeting will continue on June 15, 2017, if the agenda is not completed on June 14, 2017.  

XI.
Adjourn


President Campbell called for a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Rotruck seconded, that the meeting be adjourned. The meeting was adjourned at 3:54 p.m. 


Minutes approved by the Board on July 12, 2017.


______________________________________________






Thomas W. Campbell, President


______________________________________________






David G. Perry, Vice President

Minutes were recorded by 

    Virginia M. Harris

  Secretary to the Board 
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