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MINUTES

WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION
Capitol Building 6, Room 353
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston, West Virginia
July 12, 2017
I.
Call to Order


Following the welcome, Pledge of Allegiance, and introductions, President Thomas W. Campbell called the meeting of the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) to order at 1:07 p.m. on July 12, 2017, in Capitol Building 6, Room 353, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, West Virginia.  


The following members were present:  President Campbell, Vice President David G. Perry, Jeffrey D. Flanagan, Miller L. Hall, F. Scott Rotruck, Debra K. Sullivan, Francis S. Vitale, Joseph A. Wallace, and James S. Wilson, and ex officio Steven L. Paine, State Superintendent of Schools.  Members absent were ex officios Paul L. Hill, Chancellor, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission, and Sarah Armstrong Tucker, Chancellor, West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education.

II.
Recognition

The Board recognized Mr. Garry Wheeler, custodian at Talcott Elementary School (Summers County), as the WVBE's 2017 Service Personnel of the Year. Mr. Wheeler was selected by a committee among 30 candidates.  Ms. Kimberly Rodes, Superintendent of Summers County Schools, and Mrs. Renae Jones, Principal of Talcott Elementary School, were in attendance for the presentation.
III.
Delegations

Ms. Kristin Anderson, Executive Director, West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE) Communications Office, announced there were 28 delegations wishing to speak.  It was determined each delegation would be given three minutes; Ms. Anderson called the following delegations to the lectern:  Brandon Tinney addressed the Board regarding Policy 2419; and, Stephen G. Slockett, Jennifer Campbell, Teri Harlan, Jim Lively Jr., Ethan Vargo‑Thomas (provided remarks for the minutes), Matt Wender, Monty Warner (provided remarks for the minutes), Thomas Brown (provided remarks for the minutes), Libby Akers, Greg Ingram, Thomas Skaggs, Eunice Bellinger (provided remarks for the minutes), Anne Cavalier (provided remarks for the minutes), Jennifer Bunner, Amanda Skaggs, Gracie Sparks, Karen Ellis, Lisa Goode, Bonnie Hicks, Cindy Chamberlin (provided remarks for the minutes), Carolyn Arritt (provided remarks for the minutes), Randall Patterson, Patsy Holliday, Emily Carothers, Susan Carothers, Geoff Heeter, and Sandi Harkin (provided remarks for the minutes), addressed the Board regarding the Fayette County CEFP and proposed closures and consolidations.  (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachment DD.)
IV.
Approval of Agenda



Vice President Perry moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that New Business items C. Delegation(s) - Limited to the Nicholas County Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan (CEFP) and D. Amendment/Closures - Nicholas County Schools' Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan (CEFP) be removed from the agenda and that New Business item A.  Closures - Fayette County Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan (CEFP) item be taken up as the next item on the agenda.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  


Vice President Perry moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that delegations signed up for tomorrow be notified and that a press release be issued regarding this action.   Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  

 V.
Break

President Campbell called for a break at 2:24 p.m.

VI.
Return from Break and Approval of Amended Agenda
 
President Campbell called the meeting back to order at 3:00 p.m.  Vice President Perry moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that the amended agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.   President Campbell stated that it was the Board's intent to complete the agenda today.
VII.
Closures - Fayette County Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan (CEFP)


Mr. Terry Harless, Chief Financial Officer, Division of Finance and Administration, introduced Mr. Terry George, Superintendent of Fayette County Schools, who presented the Fayette County Board of Education's request for approval of the closures and consolidations outlined in the September 7, 2016, approved CEFP amendment.  Superintendent George stated that Fayette County has completed all required hearings and followed all procedures outlined in Policy 6204 for the proposed closures and consolidations.  Vice President Perry questioned if there would be a perceived conflict regarding his participation in this matter.  Ms. Mary Catherine Tuckwiller, general counsel to the WVBE, provided her opinion that members are appointed to represent the State of West Virginia and not a particular county.  Mr. David Ferguson, ZMM architect, and Ms. Anna Kincaid-Cline, Curriculum Director, and Mr. Gary Hoke, Assistant Superintendent, Fayette County Schools, assisted in answering questions posed by the Board regarding the proposed closures, reconfigurations, and consolidations. 
VIII.
Break

President Campbell called for a break at 4:10 p.m.

IX.
Return from Break
 
President Campbell called the meeting back to order at 4:25 p.m. 
X.
Closures - Fayette County Comprehensive Educational 

Facilities Plan (CEFP)  (Continued)

Following Superintendent George's summary remarks, Mr. Hall moved, and Mr. Vitale seconded, that the Board approve the closures, reconfigurations, and consolidations of all schools as proposed by the Fayette County Superintendent, except the closure of Meadow Bridge High School, for the following reasons:  Having considered the elements of Policy 6204, specifically including transportation times and conditions, that Meadow Bridge is uniquely geographically positioned, and that the increased transportation times coupled with the severe weather regularly affecting the area with rugged terrain will negatively impact the educational program and instructional delivery for the students.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried with eight members voting yes, and one member, Mr. Flanagan, voting no.   (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachment S and addendum.)
XI.
Chancellor Reports

Dr. Adam Green (distributed information), Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, Division of Student Affairs, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission/West Virginia Community and Technical College System, provided an update on behalf of Chancellors Hill and Tucker.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment EE.)  President Campbell requested that New Business item E. West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission (WVSSAC) Series 2, Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility, and Series 3, Provision Governing Contests be taken up.  
XII.
West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission (WVSSAC)


 Series 2, Athletics, Provisions Governing Eligibility,


and Series 3, Provisions Governing Contests


Mr. Bernie Dolan (distributed information), Executive Director, WVSSAC, presented Series 2 and 3 for the Board's consideration.  Five proposals were submitted to the WVBE by the WVSSAC for consideration:  1) to limit the school of choice to one school in districts that have two schools in the same district; 2) editorial change to correct citation; 3) to bring award procedures in line with surrounding states and to allow students to receive small token of appreciation without affecting their amateur status; 4) some middle school programs are experiencing higher participation numbers and have started playing “JV” games to get younger student athletes playing experience.  This will help to ensure that those schools that need to run a “JV” program to get student athletes game experience that they might not otherwise; and, 5) to further promote the participation of girls in the sport of golf in West Virginia.  No comments were received during the comment period for Series 2 and Series 3.  Series 3, section 24.4, has been amended, per the request of the WVBE, for clarity.  



Dr. Wilson moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that WVSSAC Series 2 and Series 3 be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachment V-1 and V-2 and addendum.)
XIII.
Superintendent Reports


This item was deferred to a future meeting.

XIV.
WVBE Member Updates

This item was deferred to a future meeting.

XV.
Consent Agenda


Mr. Perry moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that the Consent Agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved.  (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachments A through R.)  

· Approved minutes of June 13 and 14, 2017  (Attachment A)
· Received WVDE personnel matters  (Attachment B)
· Approved Kanawha County's waiver of Policy 2510 section 7.5.c.8.; and, Putnam County's waiver of Policy 2520.2B   (Attachment C)
· Approved Mercer County's CEFP amendment to proceed with phase III prior to beginning phase II (building a new school to house Bluewell, Brushfork and Montcalm Elementary Schools)  (Attachment D)
· Approved Step 7a Plans submitted by the fifty-five county boards of education for the 2017-18 school year (Attachment E)
· Approved a dual credit policy for Jefferson County  (Attachment F)

· Approved an embedded credit policy for Barbour County  (Attachment G)
· Received the Report of 2016-2017 Waivers of WVBE Policies and Regulations, Superintendent's Interpretations and State Statutes and Legislative Rules  (Attachment H)
· Received the 2016-2017 Report of Policy 4355, High School Diplomas for Veterans  (Attachment I)
· Approved Marshall University's Teacher‑in-Residence Agreement with Wood County  (Attachment J)
· Approved West Virginia University-Parkersburg's Teacher-in-Residence Agreements with Roane and Wood Counties  (Attachment K)

· Approved Marshall University's new Special Education Multi-categorical (excluding Autism) 5-Adult program of study  (Attachment L)
· Approved West Virginia State University's Masters of Education in Instructional Leadership Leading to Licensure in Superintendent (PreK-Adult) and General Supervisor of Instruction (PreK-Adult)  (Attachment M)
· Approved West Virginia University's New Biology (9-Adult), Chemistry (9‑Adult), Mathematics (5‑Adult), and Physics (9-Adult) programs of study  (Attachment Mc)
· Approved West Virginia Wesleyan College's New Special Education Multi‑categorical (excluding Autism) K‑6 and 5-Adult program of study  (Attachment N)

· Approved a General Education Alternative Certification Program for Mercer County in partnership with RESA 1 and Concord University for following endorsements: Art PreK-Adult, Biology 9-Adult, Chemistry 9-Adult, Early Education PreK-K, Elementary Education K-6, English 5-Adult, Family and  Consumer Science 5-Adult, French 5-Adult, General Science 5-Adult, Health 5-Adult, Mathematics 5-Adult, Music PreK‑Adult, Physical Education PreK‑Adult, Physics 9-Adult, School Library/Media PreK-Adult, Social Studies 5-Adult, Spanish 5‑Adult, and Wellness PreK-Adult  (Attachment O)
· Approved a Special Education Alternative Certification Program for Mercer County in partnership with RESA 1 and Marshall University for the following endorsements:  Emotional/Behavior Disorders (excluding Autism) K-6 and 5‑Adult, Gifted 1-12, Mentally Impaired K-6 and 5-Adult, Multi-Categorical K-6 and 5-Adult, Pre-school Special Needs PreK‑K, Severe Disabilities K‑Adult, Specific Learning Disabilities K-6 and 5-Adult, and Visually Impaired PreK-Adult  (Attachment P)
· Approved a new Special Education Alternative Certification Program (replacing a previously approved program) for Cabell, Lincoln, Logan, Mason, and Wayne Counties in partnership with RESA 2 for the following endorsements:  Multi-Categorical K-6 and 5-Adult.  All other special education program endorsement areas previously approved have been omitted from the newly proposed program (Attachment Q)
· Approved the West Virginia Licensure Testing Directory  (Attachment R).
XVI.
WVBE Personnel Matters and Litigation Update in Board of Education


 of the County of Nicholas v. West Virginia Board of Education, et al.

President Campbell called for a motion to approve the Board's personnel attachment.    Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Flanagan seconded, that the Board's personnel attachment be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment T.)  President Campbell deferred the executive session for the litigation update to later in the agenda. 
XVII.
Policy 2419, Regulations for the Education of Students with Exceptionalities

Dr. Lou Maynus, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Teaching and Learning, and Ms. Patricia Homberg, Executive Director, WVDE Office of Special Education, presented Policy 2419 for the Board's consideration.  Policy 2419 establishes the regulations for compliance with the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA 2004) and West Virginia Code, Chapter 18, Article 20 regarding provision of service to students with exceptionalities. The policy is formatted to include the West Virginia Procedures Manual for the Education of Students with Exceptionalities. Policy 2419 is being revised to address state code requirements, IDEA, ESSA, clarifications of existing policy, WVBE and department initiatives.  At the conclusion of a 60 day public comment period and 3 public hearings which were attended by 41 people, 185 comments were received from 73 people, and revisions are warranted. The policy was amended to reflect editorial changes and respond to commenters' suggested additions.  The warranted revisions do not impact the intent of Policy 2419.


Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that Policy 2419 be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachment W-1 and W-2.)
XVIII.
Policy 2315, Comprehensive School Counseling Program


Ms. Michele Blatt, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Support and Accountability, presented Policy 2315 for the Board's consideration.  A consolidated set of standards (from Policy 2315, Comprehensive School Counseling Program and 4373, Expected Behaviors in Safe and Supportive Schools, and 2520.19: 6-8 21st Century Advisor-Advisee Programs) are now housed in 2520.19 which has been renamed: West Virginia College- and Career-Readiness Dispositions and Standards for Student Success.  Policy 2315 revisions include removing the WV Student Success Standards from Policy 2315 and instead incorporating them by reference into Policy 2520.19.  By merging the three sets of standards into one policy, the expectation is that staff can more easily understand how all these standards fit together and connect to student learning, resulting in more consistent delivery of the standards to students and contributing to the holistic development and success of all students.

Mr. Hall moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that Policy 2315 be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment X.)
XIX.
Policy 4110, Attendance


Ms. Blatt presented Policy 4110 for the Board's consideration.  This revision will align Policy 4110 with state law due to the passage of HB 2702.  The three day letter for unexcused absences will now be optional.  A time frame will be set to submit documentation relating to school absences - three days after the return to school.  There will be an update to illness in the family as it pertains to an excused absence. Extra-curricular activities will be added to the list of excused absences.  Attendance directors will now have flexibility in deciding to file complaint in the case of ten unexcused absences. Five day conferences will be required to be held with the "principal, administrative head, or other chief administrator of the school."  "School-approved or county approved curricular or extra-curricular activities" will be added to the list of excused absences. Out-of- school suspensions for Level 1-3 offenses will be removed from the allowable deductions. Districts will post local attendance policies to their website.  The revisions will require students and parents to provide documentation related to absences within a reasonable time to encourage student attendance.  This revision also gives attendance directors discretion on a case-by-case basis to make a complaint within magistrate court.      

Mr. Perry moved, and Mrs. Sullivan seconded, that Policy 4110 be placed on public comment for 30 days.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment Y.)
XX.
Policy 4373, Expected Behavior in Safe and Supportive Schools


Ms. Blatt presented Policy 4373 for the Board's consideration.  The School and Community Social Skills have been removed from this policy and embedded into the 2520 series as part of the academic standards to further emphasize the importance of these skills in increasing academic achievement.  Changes were also necessary due to the passage of legislation.  West Virginia Code §§18-2C-2, 18-2C-3, and 49-2-803d-e change the requirements for training employees and reporting child abuse and neglect.  West Virginia Code §61-7-11a was amended in relation to the possession of deadly weapons on premises of educational facilities and events.  

Dr. Wilson moved, and Mr. Perry seconded, that Policy 4373 be placed on public comment for 30 days.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment Z.)
XXI.
Policy 5100, Approval of Educator Preparation Programs


Ms. Blatt, assisted by Mr. Robert Hagerman, Executive Director, WVDE Office of Certification, Licensure and Professional Preparation, presented Policy 5100 for the Board's consideration.  Policy 5100 establishes requirements for program design and delineates the collaborative program review processes to ensure that educator preparation programs are constructed to produce educators with the knowledge, skills and dispositions necessary to be effective in the P-12 classroom.  Policy 5100 outlines the accreditation processes for educator preparation providers and also outlines the processes for assessment and evaluation of pre-service educator candidates to assure effective preparation and proficiency.  These policy assurances will positively impact P-12 student achievement.  It was requested that information be presented at a future meeting regarding 1) the number of students pursuing degrees in science, technology, engineering and mathematics,  and  2) certification options to simplify the pathway for individuals who are experts in their field but who do not have the required education pedagogy.

Mr. Perry moved, and Mrs. Sullivan seconded, that Policy 5100 be placed on public comment for 30 days.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment AA.)
XXII.
Policy 5202, Minimum Requirements for the Licensure of


Professional/Paraprofessional Personnel and Advanced Salary Classifications


Ms. Blatt, assisted by Mr. Hagerman, presented Policy 5202 for the Board's consideration.  Policy 5202 establishes the requirements regarding licensure of educators to work in the public schools of West Virginia and is critical to the success of all students in the 21st century.  As changes occur in education, certification and licensure policy must be revised to meet the current needs of West Virginia's education system.   Policy 5202 has been updated to reflect these changes.  These revisions to Policy 5202 assure appropriate certification of educators for licensure to work in the public schools of West Virginia in order to meet the needs of all students as part of the cycle of continuous improvement.

Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Flanagan seconded, that Policy 5202 be placed on public comment for 30 days.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment BB.)
XXIII.
Policy 2320, A Process for Improving Education:


Performance Based Accreditation System

Ms. Blatt presented Policy 2320 for the Board's consideration. The repeal of Policy 2320 is recommended due to the passage of House Bill 2711 which eliminated the Office of Education Performance Audits.  The current policy is also aligned to the former A-F system of accountability and support.  A new policy will be presented to the WVBE following approval of the Every Student Succeeds Act Plan by the United States Department of Education.

Dr. Wilson moved, and Mr. Rotruck seconded, that Policy 2320 be repealed.  Upon the call for the question Mrs. Sullivan requested that, during the development of the new policy, consideration be given to maintaining, as much as possible, the philosophy found in Policy 2320.  

Following discussion, Mrs. Sullivan
 moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that the motion be amended to include that aspects of Policy 2320 that relate to data showing high performing schools be maintained in the new policy.  Upon the call for the question the motion to amend was carried unanimously. 

Upon the call for the question, the motion, as amended, was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment CC.)
XXIV.
Items for Future Meetings


The following items were requested to be placed on a future agenda:  1) use and disposition of former school facilities/property and, 2) recycling initiatives.  
XXV.
Election of Officers

President Campbell called for nominations.  Dr. Wilson moved, and Mr. Wallace seconded, that the current officers (Thomas W. Campbell, President, David G. Perry, Vice President, Frank Vitale, Financial Officer, Miller L. Hall, Parliamentarian) be re-elected to a full term.  With no other nominations offered, Mr. Perry moved, and Mrs. Sullivan seconded, that the nominations be closed.  Upon the call for the question the motion was unanimously carried.  The officers nominated by Dr. Wilson were re-elected by acclamation.  

XXVI.
Future Meetings



The next regular meeting of the WVBE will be held August 9, 2017, in Charleston, West Virginia. The meeting will continue on August 10, 2017, if the agenda is not completed on August 9, 2017.
XXVII.
Litigation Update in Board of Education


 of the County of Nicholas v. West Virginia Board of Education, et al.


President Campbell called for an executive session for a litigation update.   Mr. Perry   moved the that the Board enter into Executive Session as provided in W. Va. Code §6‑9A‑4(b)(2)(A) [personnel exception] and/or §6-9A-4  [matters involving attorney‑client privilege per Peters v. County Commission, 205 W. Va. 481 (1999)].  Mr. Hall seconded the motion and upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  The Board moved into executive session at 5:56 p.m. 

XXVIII.
Return from Executive Session

President Campbell announced that the Board had returned from executive session at 6:32 p.m. with no action taken.
XXIX.
Adjourn


President Campbell called for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Vitale seconded, that the meeting be adjourned. The meeting was adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 


Minutes approved by the Board on August 9, 2017.


______________________________________________






Thomas W. Campbell, President


______________________________________________






David G. Perry, Vice President
Minutes were recorded by 
    Virginia M. Harris

  Secretary to the Board 
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