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MINUTES
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Capitol Building 6, Room 353

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston, West Virginia

January 10, 2018
I.

Call to Order


Following the welcome, Pledge of Allegiance, and introductions, President Thomas W. Campbell called the meeting of the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) to order at 1:08 p.m. on January 20, 2018, in Capitol Building 6, Room 353, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, West Virginia.  


The following members were present:  President Campbell, Vice President David G. Perry, Jeffrey D. Flanagan, Miller L. Hall, F. Scott Rotruck, Debra K. Sullivan, Francis S. Vitale, Joseph A. Wallace, and James S. Wilson, and ex officio Steven L. Paine, State Superintendent of Schools.  Members absent were ex officios Paul L. Hill, Chancellor, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission, and Sarah Armstrong Tucker, Chancellor, West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education.
II.

Remarks from the Chairs of House and Senate Education


Delegate Paul Espinosa, Chair of House Education, addressed the Board indicating that he looked forward to collaborating, sharing perspectives, and continuing dialogue during 2018 legislative session and commended the Board regarding the proposed amendment of Policy 2510.  

Delegate Joe Statler, Vice Chair of House Education, echoed Chairman Espinosa's comments and issued concern regarding volunteers and funding for emergency services (volunteer fire departments and emergency medical services).  Superintendent Paine stated that funding for emergency services will continue and is to be administered by the Division of Technical Education and Governor's Economic Initiatives.
III.

Recognition and Remarks - 2018 West Virginia Teacher of the Year

The Board recognized Ms. Katlin Thorsell, agriculture education teacher, Washington High School (Jefferson County), as West Virginia's 2018 Teacher of the Year.  
IV.

Delegations

Ms. Natalie Laliberty, speaking on the behalf of Kanawha County elementary principals, addressed the Board regarding student attendance and the need for an official definition of tardiness.   
Mr. David Gladkosky, West Virginia Professional Educators (WVPE), addressed the Board regarding the WVPE's goals for 2018.  Mr. Dale Lee, President, West Virginia Educators Association, Mr. C. Brian Daugherty (provided remarks for the minutes), teacher, Ritchie County High School, Ms. Laura Kimble, Bridgeport Academic Boosters, Ms. Christine Campbell (provided information for the minutes), President, American Federation of Teachers - West Virginia, and Ms. Karen Bonnett, representing the West Virginia Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance, addressed the Board regarding Policy 2510.  Ms. Carol Spangler, Mr. Denny Nelson, Ms. Misty Keen, Mr. Robert Riggs, and Ms. Diana Benedum, Save Our Elementary Schools, addressed the Board regarding the proposed closure of Ellenboro Elementary School (Ritchie County).  (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachment P.)

V.

Approval of Agenda


President Campbell called for a motion to approve the agenda with adjustment, move item E. WVBE Personnel Matters and Update in Keller vs. West Virginia Board of Education, et al., to follow approval of the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Vitale seconded, that the adjusted agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  
VI.

Consent Agenda


Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Wallace seconded, that the Consent Agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved.  (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachments A through J.) 

· Approved December 5, 2017 minutes  (Attachment A)
· Received West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE) personnel matters  (Attachment B)
· Approved Cabell County's request for a waiver of Policy 2520.2B, related to offering separate courses for Trigonometry and Pre-Calculus; and, Policy 6200, Section 203.03(A)(B), in anticipation of constructing a new Highlawn Elementary School PreK-5 on the existing Enslow Middle School property (Attachment C)
· Approved Employment of Substitute Teachers in Areas of Critical Need and Shortage policies for Cabell, Tyler, Wayne, and Wirt County Schools  (Attachment D)
· Approved Non-traditional Instructional Day (NTID) applications for Tucker and Wirt County Boards of Education  (Attachments E-1 and E-2)

· Approved Bluefield State College's addition of a Teacher-in-Residence Program with Logan County  (Attachment F)

· Approved Bluefield State College's addition of a Teacher-in-Residence Program with Greenbrier County  (Attachment G)
· Approved Marshall University's addition of a Teacher-in-Residence Program with Raleigh County  (Attachment H)

· Approved West Virginia Wesleyan College's addition of a Teacher-in-Residence Program with Hampshire County  (Attachment I)

· Approved Fairmont State University's new earth and space science program of study leading to educator licensure to teach in West Virginia public schools  (Attachment E)
· Approved an update to the West Virginia Career and Technical Education Endorsement and Testing Manual  (Attachment J).
VII.

WVBE Personnel Matters and Update in 



Keller vs. West Virginia Board of Education, et al.



Executive Session

Mr. Perry moved that the Board enter into Executive Session as provided in W. Va. Code §6‑9A‑4(b)(2)(A) [personnel exception] and/or §6-9A-4 [matters involving attorney‑client privilege per Peters v. County Commission, 205 W. Va. 481 (1999)].   Mr. Wallace seconded the motion and upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  President Campbell stated that the Board would take a short break and move into executive session at 2:30 p.m.

VIII.

Return from Executive Session

President Campbell announced that the Board had returned from executive session at 3:24 p.m. with no action taken and called for a motion to approve the Board's personnel attachment.  Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that the Board's personnel attachment be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment N.) 

IX.

Closure of Ellenboro Elementary School 



Ritchie County Board of Education

Mr. Terry Harless, Chief Financial Officer, WVDE Office of Finance and Administration, and Mr. Rick Coffman, Superintendent, Mr. David Weekley, Transportation Director, and Ms. April Haught, Personnel Director, Ritchie County Schools, presented the closure of Ellenboro Elementary School and the relocation of the PreK-4 students into the existing Creed Collins Elementary School and Harrisville Elementary School, effective at the end of the 2017-2018 school year, for the Board's consideration. The WVBE approved the CEFP amendment for this closure at its March 14, 2012, meeting.  The Ritchie County Board of Education also requested a waiver of Policy 4336 for one bus route that exceeds the recommended time limit due to the consolidation and relocation of students from Ellenboro Elementary School to Creed Collins Elementary School and Harrisville Elementary School.

Following questions regarding the closure and waiver request, Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Wallace seconded, that 1) the closure of Ellenboro Elementary School and the relocation of the PreK-4 students into the existing Creed Collins Elementary School and Harrisville Elementary School effective at the end of the 2017‑2018, and 2) the waiver of Policy 4336 for one bus route to exceed the recommended time limit, be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment L.)
X.

Closure of Gilbert Elementary School



Mingo County Board of Education

Mr. Harless and Mr. Donald Spence, Superintendent, Mingo County Schools, accompanied by Mr. James Farley, President, Mingo County Board of Education, presented the closure of Gilbert Elementary School and the transfer of students into the existing Gilbert Middle School as a Gilbert PreK-8 School, effective at the end of the 2017-2018 school year, for the Board's consideration.  The WVBE approved the CEFP amendment for this closure at its November 2017 meeting.

Following discussion regarding the closure, Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Vitale seconded, that the closure of Gilbert Elementary School and the transfer of students into the existing Gilbert Middle School as a Gilbert PreK-8 School effective at the end of the 2017-2018 school year be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment L.)

XI.

Policy 2460, Educational Purpose and Acceptable Use of



Electronic Resources, Technologies and the Internet

Dr. Lou Maynus (distributed information), Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Teaching and Learning, presented Policy 2460 for the Board's consideration. The policy received comments from 17 individuals which resulted in minor editorial and clarification changes.

Following discussion, Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that Policy 2460 be approved effective July 1, 2018.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachment M-1 and M‑2.)
XII.

Policy 2510, Assuring the Quality of Education:  



Regulations for Education Programs

Dr. Maynus, assisted by Mr. Joey Wiseman, Executive Director, WVDE Office of Middle/Secondary Education, and Ms. Monica DellaMea, Executive Director, WVDE Office of Early Learning, presented Policy 2510, inclusive of the repeal of Policy 5500.01, The Study of Multicultural Education for School Personnel (incorporated into Policy 2510), for the Board's consideration.  A total of 1,289 comments received for Policy 2510 resulting in changes to graduation credits, the grading scale, diversity/multicultural education, clarification of language, and various technical edits.  Ms. Heather Hutchens, General Counsel to the WVDE, addressed the Board regarding the policy-making process, stated that the WVDE and WVBE operated within the confines of law. 

Following discussion, Mr. Perry moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that Policy 2510, inclusive of the repeal of Policy 5500.01, be approved effective July 1, 2018.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachment Mc-1 and Mc‑2.)

Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that the Superintendent appoint a committee, inclusive of a Board member, for the ongoing review of Policy 2510.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.   President Campbell appointed Mrs. Sullivan to the Policy 2510 review committee.

XIII.

Recess

President Campbell recessed the meeting at 5:07 p.m. until 9:00 a.m. on January 11 in the same location. 

XIV.
Reconvene


Vice President David G. Perry reconvened the January 10, 2018, meeting on January 11, 2018, at 9:01 a.m., in Capitol Building 6, Room 353, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, West Virginia.  

The following members were present:  President Thomas W. Campbell (via telephone), Vice President Perry, Jeffrey D. Flanagan, Miller L. Hall, F. Scott Rotruck, Debra K. Sullivan, Francis S. Vitale, Joseph A. Wallace, and James S. Wilson, and ex officio Steven L. Paine, State Superintendent of Schools.  Members absent were ex officios Paul L. Hill, Chancellor, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission, and Sarah Armstrong Tucker, Chancellor, West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education.  


Superintendent Paine announced the approval of West Virginia's Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Plan.  Dr. Wilson requested a short summary of the ESSA plan be developed and made available to the public.
XV.

Thoughts from the Field



West Virginia Network of Educational Excellence Overview

Dr. Maynus (distributed information), Ms. Michele Blatt, Assistant Superintendent, Division of Support and Accountability, Ms. Monica DellaMea, Executive Director, WVDE Office of Early Learning, Ms. Missy Ruddle, Assistant Superintendent, Kanawha County Schools, and Ms. Margaret Kursey, Deputy Superintendent, Berkeley County Schools, announced the establishment of the West Virginia Network for Educational Excellence, a system of support designed to give West Virginia Pre-K through grade 12 educators, principals, and other instructional leaders multiple opportunities to deepen their understanding of key concepts and content.  The West Virginia Network for Educational Excellence is comprised of four major components: WV TREE, West Virginia Summer Summit for Educational Excellence, Data-driven Decision Making, and Yearlong, Standards-focused Professional Learning Experiences.   (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment Q.)  President Campbell and Mr. Rotruck joined the meeting during this presentation.
XVI.

Break

Vice President Perry called for a break at 9:45 a.m. to attend the Governor's ceremony honoring the 2018 Teacher of the Year.
XVII.

Call to Order
 
Vice President Perry called the meeting back to order at 11:00 a.m.  Superintendent Paine requested that Dr. Kathy D'Antoni (distributed information), Associate State Superintendent, Division of Technical Education and Governor's Economic Initiatives, introduce staff members from the Division's Office of Governor's Economic Initiatives and Office of Adult Education. 
XVIII.

Thoughts from the Field



West Virginia Network of Educational Excellence Overview  (Continued)

Ms. Michele Blatt, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Support and Accountability, and Ms. Ruddle provided information regarding a leadership academy and the teacher and administrator shortage.  
XIX.

Beyond Standards and Testing:  Human Interaction and 



Learning Beyond the Classroom

The Board received information from Dr. Maynus and Ms. Valerie Harper, Executive Director, Virtual Program, Kanawha County Schools, regarding West Virginia Virtual Schools.  Dr. D'Antoni provided an update regarding the Career Technical Education and State Parks initiative. 
XX.

Superintendent Report


Superintendent Paine introduced Ms. Spoorthi Pattaparla, and Mr. Sameer Shaik, developers of the Department's new website.  Ms. Jessica Hall, Coordinator, WVDE Office of Communication, provided an overview of the redesign process followed by a brief virtual visit to the website.

XXI.

Public Education Funding Update and 



Medicaid Status Report for Fiscal Year 2017

Vice President Perry, with the unanimous consent of the Board, deferred this item to a future agenda.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment O.)
XXII.

WVBE Updates

President Campbell provided information regarding a number of West Virginia rankings reported in US News Best States. 
XXIII.

Future Meetings


The next regular meeting of the WVBE will be held February 14, 2018, in Charleston, West Virginia. The meeting will continue on February 15, 2018, if the agenda is not completed on February 14, 2018.  President Campbell advised that Board that a meeting will be held January 22, 2018, at 12:30 p.m. in Charleston, West Virginia.  
XXIV.

Adjourn


Vice President Perry called for a motion to adjourn.   Mr. Flanagan moved, and Mr. Rotruck seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon the call for the question the motion was unanimously carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 



Minutes approved by the Board on February 14, 2018.


______________________________________________






Thomas W. Campbell, President



______________________________________________






David G. Perry, Vice President

Minutes were recorded by 

    Virginia M. Harris

  Secretary to the Board 
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