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MINUTES
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION
Joint Meeting with the Nicholas County Board of Education

Capitol Building 6, Room 353

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston, West Virginia

February 27, 2018
I.

Call to Order


West Virginia Board of Education

Following the welcome, Pledge of Allegiance, and introductions, President Thomas W. Campbell called the joint meeting of the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) with the Nicholas County Board of Education to order at 2:07 p.m. on February 27, 2018, in Capitol Building 6, Room 353, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, West Virginia.  


The following members were present:  President Campbell, Vice President David G. Perry, Jeffrey D. Flanagan, Miller L. Hall, F. Scott Rotruck (via telephone), Francis S. Vitale, Debra K. Sullivan, and James S. Wilson, and ex officio Steven L. Paine (joined during delegations), State Superintendent of Schools.  Members absent were Joseph A. Wallace and ex officios Paul L. Hill, Chancellor, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission, and Sarah Armstrong Tucker, Chancellor, West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education.
II.

Call to Order


Nicholas County Board of Education

President Gus Penix called the joint meeting of the Nicholas County Board of Education with the WVBE to order at 2:08   p.m. on February 27, 2018, in Capitol Building 6, Room 353, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, West Virginia.  

The following members were present:  President Penix, Vice President Fred R. Amick, Philip H. Berry, A. J. Rogers, and Darrell R. White, and Donna Burge-Tetrick, Superintendent of Nicholas County Schools.
III.

Delegations


Ms. Jeanne Gren, principal of Flemington Elementary School (Taylor County), addressed the Board regarding the statewide education work stoppage and teacher attrition rate.  
IV.

Approval of Agenda


West Virginia Board of Education

President Campbell called for a motion to approve the agenda.  Mr. Perry moved, and    Mr. Vitale seconded, that the agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  
V.

Approval of Agenda


Nicholas County Board of Education

President Penix called for a motion to approve the agenda.  Mr. Amick moved, and Mr. White seconded, that the agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  
VI.

Presentation of Proposed Mediation Process for 



Rebuilding Nicholas County Schools

Ms. Stacie Smith (distributed information/PowerPoint attached), Senior Mediator, Consensus Building Institute, presented a proposed mediation process (Rebuilding Nicholas County Schools Mediation Process, Process Protocols and Scope of Work) for the Boards' consideration.  The mediation process, as set forth in the Process Protocols and Scope of Work document, includes the purpose and scope, participants, participant commitments, mediation process, decision making and final product, operating protocols, role of the mediator, role of technical advisors, media communications, and mediation work plan and schedule.  (Copy and PowerPoint appended to Official Minutes, Attachment A.)
VII.

Approval of Mediation Process


West Virginia Board of Education


Following discussion, President Campbell called for a motion to approve the mediation process.  Mr. Perry moved, and Mr. Vitale seconded, that the mediation process be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.
VIII.

Approval of Mediation Process 



Nicholas County Board of Education


President Penix called for a motion to approve the mediation process.  Mr. White moved, and Mr. Rogers seconded, that the mediation process be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.
IX.  

Appointment of Mediation Process Representatives


West Virginia Board of Education


President Campbell called for a motion to appoint mediation process representatives.   


Dr. Wilson moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that President Campbell, Mr. Perry and Superintendent Paine, be appointed to serve as the WVBE's mediation process representatives.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.
X.

Appointment of Mediation Process Representatives


 Nicholas County Board of Education

President Penix called for a motion to appoint mediation process representatives.   


Mr. White moved, and Mr. Berry seconded, that Superintendent Burge-Tetrick, President Penix, and Mr. Amick, be appointed to serve as the Nicholas County Board of Education's mediation process representatives.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.
XI.  

Future Meetings


Superintendent Paine provided an update regarding a meeting currently underway with the Governor, legislative leaders, and union representatives regarding the statewide education work stoppage.


Mrs. Sullivan requested, as a matter of personal privilege, permission to issue the following statement:  

At this divisive time, it is fortunate that there is common ground that all parties agree upon as we consider strategies to address our current teacher situation.
We all agree that the education of young West Virginians is of paramount importance.  It is important in itself and it is important for our children's futures, and frankly for ours.  Our children are our future.  Our state's prosperity depends upon the availability of a strong, well-educated, diligent, healthy workforce.  Without strong schools our state's prosperity is in jeopardy. 

And we all agree West Virginia teachers and service personnel deserve more, and that their levels of compensation have fallen as compared to their peers across the nation.  This situation has developed over several years, and it is time to take serious action to shift that equation. 

While the State Board of Education and the State Superintendent of Schools do not control allocation of state funds, school funds, from the state, we recognize that open, sincere collaboration from our leaders - the Governor, the Legislature, education representatives, and others is critical.

We so appreciate the Governor's efforts today to bring the parties to the table.  This is what needs to happen.  The State Board of Education, the State Superintendent of Schools will advance, advise, and support these efforts and continuing efforts to develop long-term solutions to bring about meaningful support for our schools.
Teachers and service personnel have demonstrated their resolve to bring about change.  The rest of us need to do the same.

We can all do better.

President Campbell stated that the next regular meeting of the WVBE will be held March 14, 2018, in Charleston, West Virginia. The meeting will continue on March 15, 2018, if the agenda is not completed on March 14, 2018.

President Penix stated that the next meeting of the Nicholas County Board of Education will be held February 28, 2018, in Summersville, West Virginia. 

XII.

Adjourn - Nicholas County Board of Education


President Penix called for a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Rogers moved, and Mr. Berry seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  The meeting of the Nicholas County Board of Education was adjourned at 3:19 p.m.
XIII.

Adjourn - West Virginia Board of Education


President Campbell called for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Perry moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  Prior to the call for the question Dr. Wilson provided comment regarding PEIA premiums and coverage and President Campbell distributed a graph regarding public school support.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:22 p.m.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment B.)


Minutes approved by the WVBE on March 14, 2018.


______________________________________________






Thomas W. Campbell, President



______________________________________________






David G. Perry, Vice President

Minutes were recorded by 

    Virginia M. Harris

  Secretary to the Board 
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