Justification for Exceeding the 1% Participation Rate in the Alternate Assessment for Students with Significant Disabilities  
 
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires states to ensure the total number of students assessed in each subject, using the Alternate Assessment for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities, does not exceed one percent of the total number of all students in the state assessed with WV’s State Tests. States that anticipate that they will exceed 1.0 percent in alternate assessment participation must submit a waiver request to the US Department of Education 90 days prior to the beginning of the alternate assessment testing window.  Furthermore, the ESSA requires each district to complete and submit a justification when it anticipates exceeding 1.0 percent of students assessed in a subject with the alternate assessment.  Justifications by each district will be reviewed by the department.  All justifications will be posted and made publicly available provided that it does not reveal personally identifiable information about an individual student. 
 
 Name of District: Mercer 
 
 Address of district: 1403 Honaker Ave., Princeton, WV 24740 
 
 Contact Information: Director, Lynn Bayle 
 
 Percentage of students who participated in the Alternate Assessment in the 2016-2017 school year by subject. 
 Alternate Assessment (ELA and Math Grade 3-8 and Science Grades 5,8,11)
	GRADE
	% OF STUDENTS ELA
	% OF STUDENTS MATH 
	% OF STUDENTS SCIENCE 

	3RD 
	1.22
	1.22
	

	4TH 
	1.23
	1.23
	

	5TH 
	1.34
	1.34
	1.32

	6TH 
	1.34
	1.34
	

	7TH 
	1.45
	1.45
	

	8TH
	1.58
	1.58
	1.57

	11TH 
	1.43
	1.42
	

	TOTAL 
	1.37
	1.36
	1.47





 
 Total number of students in district who are anticipated to participate in testing grades 3-8 and 11 during the 2017-2018 school year by subject. 
GENERAL ASSESSMENT (ELA AND MATH GRADE 3-8 AND 11 AND SCIENCE GRADES 5,8,11)
	[bookmark: _Hlk497311151]GRADE
	# OF STUDENTS ELA
	# OF STUDENTS MATH 
	# OF STUDENTS SCIENCE 

	3RD 
	693
	693
	

	4TH 
	702
	702
	

	5TH 
	672
	672
	672

	6TH 
	617
	617
	

	7TH 
	599
	599
	

	8TH 
	609
	609
	609

	11TH 
	575
	575
	575

	TOTAL 
	4467
	4467
	1856




 
 Total number of students in district who are anticipated to participate in the WV Alternate Assessment during 2017-2018 school year by subject. 

Alternate Assessment (ELA and Math Grade 3-8 and Science Grades 5,8,11)
	GRADE
	# OF STUDENTS ELA
	# OF STUDENTS MATH 
	# OF STUDENTS SCIENCE 

	3RD 
	9
	9
	

	4TH 
	8
	8
	

	5TH 
	11
	11
	11

	6TH 
	12
	12
	

	7TH 
	15
	15
	

	8TH
	16
	16
	16

	11TH 
	8
	8
	8

	TOTAL 
	79
	79
	35




[bookmark: _GoBack] Calculation of district percentage of students on alternate assessment ELA and Math- 1.76%, Science 1.88%
                                                                                                        
 
 Description of how the district is assuring the IEP Teams are adhering to the criteria as outlined by the WV Participation Guidelines for AA-AAAS in determining student eligibility for participation.  
 
 
Information may include, but is not limited to: 
o Ensuring that all educators that administer the WV AA-AAAS meet requirement for test administrators including being trained to administer the WV AA-AAAS. o Reviewing alternate assessment participation data to see if there are high percentages of students in disability categories that don’t typically include students with significant cognitive disabilities (e.g. SLD, speech or language impairment, visual impairment hearing impairment, ED/BD) o Reviewing accessibility features for all students to ensure that all students have appropriate access to features on statewide tests.  

Mercer County schools ensures that all students who participate in the Alternate Assessment meet all eligibility requirements.  Mercer County Schools does the following to ensure our all students are participating in their least restrictive environment.  
· All of our teachers are trained annually on Policy 2340 and Dynamic Learning Maps.  
· All teachers are trained on the Participation Guidelines developed by WVDE.  
· During all IEP meetings parents and/or guardians are involved and informed of the implications of participating in the alternate assessment.  During this meetings parents/guardians are given a copy of the brochure Understanding Alternate Diplomas; implications of participating in the alterative assessment are carefully explained.  
· All students who participate in the Alternate Assessment are instructed using the Next Generation Alternate Academic Achievement Standards.  
· Central office staff audits all special education records of students who participate in the alternate assessment to ensure all eligibility requirements are being met.  
· Training Central Office Specialist on eligibility requirements for students participating in Alternate Assessment.  
· Eighteen out of twenty-one teachers teaching Alternate Standards are certified teachers.  
· Central Office staff and building level principals conducting walk-throughs to ensure teachers have high expectations for all special education students regardless of their disability.  



