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National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week 
May 7 - 13, 2018 

Approximately 1 in 5 youth, worldwide, will experience a mental illness before they 

turn 25. Many will experience significant and substantial life challenges that may 

require help. Not addressing these issues early and effectively may lead to negative 

short- and long-term outcomes. Mental health promotion, prevention, early 

identification, and intervention are key. 

This year, Highland-Clarksburg Hospital (HCHI) is encouraging residents of WV 

to share their story and raise awareness of Mental Health Month with the hashtags 

#StigmaFreeWV and #MentalHealthMattersWV. Assets are available on the 

website at https://highlandclarksburghospital.com/mentalhealth/, including profile photos, cover photos, fact sheets, 

and more. There is also a link to share your story, anonymously if you would like.  

“Partnering for Health and Hope Following Trauma”  

Thursday, May 10, at 7 p.m. EDT.  

The event will focus on the importance of an integrated approach to caring for the mental health needs of children, 

youth, and young adults who have experienced trauma, as well as their families.  

This “virtual” town hall format will enable state agency personnel, health care providers, child-serving professionals, 

families, youth, and young adults across the country to ask questions through email or social media. Experts in mental 

health and primary care, as well as family and youth leaders, will answer questions from the audience and share 

evidence-based strategies that are effective in improving the lives of children, youth, and young adults who have 

experienced trauma. 

Viewers are encouraged to use the hashtag #HeroesofHope when participating in the national even on social media. 

Register here to watch on 5/10/2018 at 7:00 p.m. EDT.  

Children’s Mental Health Awareness Resources  

Visit the National Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health where you will 

find links to resources, tool kits, children’s activities, and awareness week events.  

Visit teenmentalhealth.org for free evidence-based resources and curriculum that’s 

proven to increase the understanding of mental health and mental disorders, 

decrease the stigma of mental illness, and enhance help-seeking efficacy among 

students and teachers.  
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The Opioid Crisis and K-12 Schools: Impact and Response 

Several of you were able to participate in the April 26, 2018 webinar that provided details on how the opioid crisis 

affects students and families along with insights into practices and policies that can help address the opioid crisis in 

schools. 

The following materials have been posted at the webinar page on the National Center for Safe Supportive Learning 

Environment’s website https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/impact-opioid-crisis-k-12-schools: 

 Webinar Slides  

 Webinar Recording 

 Presenter Bios 

 Resources Recommended by Presenters 

 A Link to the U.S. Department of Education Webpage on Combating the Opioid Crisis: Schools, 
Students, Families 

 
One evidence based program that was highlighted several times during this valuable webinar was Botvin LifeSkills 

Training (LST). LST is a substance abuse prevention program based on more than 35 years of peer reviewed 

scientific research. See below for LST grant availability. Details about the LifeSkills Training program grant can be 

found at https://www.colorado.edu/cspv/blueprints/lst-grant. 

Grant Opportunity 

LifeSkills Training - Available for Drug and Violence Prevention Program (Grades 6-9) 

The Center for the Study and Prevention of Violence (CSPV) at the University of Colorado Boulder is offering a three-

year non-competitive grant to replicate the evidence-based LifeSkills Training program beginning in fall 2019. Priority 

will be given to those applications received by March 30, 2018 with a grant deadline of October 18, 2018. For 

additional information on the LifeSkills Training program, visit http://www.lifeskillstraining.com. Details about the 

LifeSkills Training program grant can be found at https://www.colorado.edu/cspv/blueprints/lst-grant. 

Training and Professional Development     

 WV Association for Play Therapy Annual Spring Conference – May 19, 2018 (Holiday Inn 

Morgantown/University Area, Morgantown, WV). This training is aimed at providing an introduction to 

technology in the playroom for clinicians of all backgrounds and comfort with technology. Play therapists will 

learn about the research, ethics, and practice related to technology in play therapy sessions. Click here for 

conference brochure containing registration information or contact Charlene Vincent at (304) 612-1989 for 

questions about registration. *6 LPC CEU’s available.  

 Recovery Coach Statewide Academies – multiple dates and locations 

The nonprofit Greater Recovery and Community Empowerment (GRaCE) is providing the WV Recovery Coach 

Academies for school personnel, including Diversion and Transition, community members working with schools 

parents, grand-families, law enforcement, correctional officers and veterans. Free registration and materials. 

Click here for registration, dates, and locations. *3 hours of non-degree undergraduate credit available at no 

charge.  

 FREE Mental Health First Aid Training – June 20, 21, and 22 (Charleston Marriott, Charleston, WV) 

Come join Marshall University- Autism Center for one day of free training to support your schools and 

communities! There will be 3 separate offerings, each an entire day long (8 hours), in a variety of Mental 

Health First Aid courses.  The courses include Veteran - working with Veteran population and their families, 

https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/impact-opioid-crisis-k-12-schools
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/sites/default/files/Opioid%20Crisis-K-12%20Schools-4.27.18.pdf
https://air-org.adobeconnect.com/_a1109407675/ptuo3h9gz2sb/
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/impact-opioid-crisis-k-12-schools
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/impact-opioid-crisis-k-12-schools
https://www.ed.gov/opioids
https://www.ed.gov/opioids
https://www.colorado.edu/cspv/blueprints/lst-grant
https://www.colorado.edu/cspv/blueprints/lst-grant
https://www.colorado.edu/cspv/blueprints/lst-grant
http://www.lifeskillstraining.com/
https://www.colorado.edu/cspv/blueprints/lst-grant
file:///C:/Users/shayes/Documents/Sch%20Couns%20Newsletter/Links/WVAPT%202018%20Annual%20Spring%20Conference%20%20%20%20%20Brochure.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegaZtGUgYDhNa7dpW77xUlmVERQKB6E1oZOzTNWACDMYqBoQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegaZtGUgYDhNa7dpW77xUlmVERQKB6E1oZOzTNWACDMYqBoQ/viewform
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Youth –working with adolescents in middle and secondary schools and Adult - working in elementary schools 

to assist parents.  Contact Dianna Bailey-Miller, Project AWARE WV-MHFA Coordinator at Marshall University 

– WV Autism Training Center, email:  baileymiller@marshall.edu  or call (304) 695-1155 for more 

information. Funded by the WVDE, SAMHSA-Project AWARE grant .Click here for more information. 

 KidStrong Conference – June 21-22, 2018 (Charleston Civic Center, Charleston, WV)  

The registration for the 15th annual 2018 KidStrong Conference is open.  The tentative conference agenda is 

posted at the top of the page. Registration, including breaks and lunch, will be FREE to all West Virginia school 

personnel, school-based health center staff, and state and public health department staff working with 

schools.  Conference topics include substance abuse prevention, mental health supports, safe and supportive 

schools, school nursing, school-based health, immunizations, oral health, school counseling, nutrition, physical 

education, health education, physical activity for classroom teachers, and reproductive health.  *CEUs and 

Graduate Credit Available  

 ASCA Annual Conference, “Reach for the STARS” – July 14-17, 2018 (Los Angeles, CA) 

Join approximately 3,000 school counseling professionals for four days of inspirational keynote sessions, 

informative breakout sessions, in-depth looks at hot topics in the school counseling profession, and networking 

opportunities. For more information, visit www.ascaconferences.org. *CEUs Available 

 Student Success Summit – July 25-26, 2018 (Waterfront Hotel, Morgantown, WV)  

Anyone working to improve educational outcomes in West Virginia is encouraged to attend. That includes 

individuals working in the fields of elementary and secondary education; postsecondary education; career 

technical education; military service and training; workforce development; college access and success; and 

student and family services. More information can be found at http://cfwvconnect.com/student-success-

summit/.   *CEUs Available     

 WVSCA Annual Conference – October 19, 2018 (Lakeview Golf Resort & Spa, Morgantown, WV)  

Mark your calendars for this great event! Registration information will be available soon. 

 FERPA Tip 

As the school year winds to a close, many organizations are seeking to honor students with outstanding 

achievements. Honors organizations occasionally want to verify certain pieces of information to determine whether 

students are eligible to receive an award or join the membership of the group. Although schools and districts may 

release some details (e.g., whether a student has received a specific honor or award, which is typically included as a 

piece of directory information), other items require parental or student consent prior to release.  

Is it permissible to release grade point average (GPA) to honors organizations without consent? 

No. FERPA does not generally permit a school to disclose a student’s GPA without the parent’s or eligible student’s 

consent. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:baileymiller@marshall.edu
file:///C:/Users/shayes/Desktop/MHFA%20Training%20at%20Charleston%20Marriott%20June%2020-21-22%20of%202018.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/forms/2018/kidstrong/
http://files.k12.wv.us/bjj/ordan/mv5pilgjjr4w44/2018kidstrongsavethedate-1up.pdf
http://www.ascaconferences.org/
http://cfwvconnect.com/student-success-summit/
http://cfwvconnect.com/student-success-summit/
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/faq/it-permissible-release-grade-point-average-gpa-honors-organizations-without-consent
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High School Information 

Tom Dunn Energy Leadership Academy Accepting Applications for 2018 

The Tom Dunn Energy Leadership Academy is accepting applications for its 2018 class. The Academy is scheduled 

for July 10-12, 2018, on the campus of West Virginia Wesleyan College (WVWC) in Buckhannon, W.Va. High school 

sophomores, juniors, and seniors interested in learning more about the energy industry, regional career 

opportunities, and leadership skills are encouraged to apply.  

The Academy, sponsored by the Independent Oil and Gas Association of West Virginia, provides students with an in-

depth look at West Virginia’s oil and natural gas industry. During the three-day event, students will be immersed in the 

industry through classroom presentations and field trips with industry experts. Students also will learn about industry-

related programs offered at local colleges and universities during the college fair hosted on the final day of the 

program. Tuition, lodging, and meals will be provided free of cost to all participants. Students who attend will 

receive certificates of completion for their efforts. 

Applications are available at www.TomDunnAcademy.org, and will be accepted electronically or by mail now through 

June 4, 2018.  

John and Mildred Peluso Italian American Scholarship for West Virginia University Students 

The WVU John and Mildred Peluso Italian American Scholarship is a $1,000 dollar scholarship available to West 

Virginia University students, with Italian heritage, who demonstrate scholastic merit and pride in their heritage. This 

scholarship was established by Dr. Carolyn Atkins in honor of her parents, John and Mildred Peluso. Please visit the 

Peluso Family Bios page to learn more about John and Mildred. 

If you are a West Virginia University student and would like to apply for this scholarship please see the Application 

Requirements page. *Please note: the application deadline has been extended to May 10, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tomdunnacademy.org/
https://pelusoscholarship.wordpress.com/bios/
https://pelusoscholarship.wordpress.com/application-requirements/
https://pelusoscholarship.wordpress.com/application-requirements/
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ACT Test Codes for West Virginia Schools 

The WV Higher Education Policy Commission, Office of Student Affairs has prepared a one-page document, SAT 

TEST CODES FOR WV’S PUBLIC TWO-YEAR SCHOOLS PUBLIC FOUR-YEAR SCHOOLS, AND INDEPENDENT, 

NON-PROFIT SCHOOLS. “My hope is that you will share this with your school counselors, testing coordinators, 

etc.  Hopefully this will help students when completing initial SAT paperwork for your statewide assessment.” – Adam 

Green, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs. Please contact Adam (adam.green@wvhepc.edu) for more information.  

FASFA Completion 

As of April 20, 2018, 57% of West Virginia high school seniors have completed a FAFSA. You will find updated 

FAFSA completion rates by West Virginia high schools at the following link: http://www.cfwvconnect.com/financial-aid-

outreach/fafsa-completion-rates/. 

Congratulations to the following schools for meeting our 63% FAFSA completion goal:  

Bluefield High School Liberty High School (Raleigh Co.) St. Marys High School  

Bridgeport High School Midland Trail High School Summers Co. High School 

Buffalo High School Mingo Central High School Teays Valley Christian School 

Central Catholic High School Montcalm High School Tug Valley High School 

Charleston Catholic High School Morgantown High School Union Educational Complex 

Doddridge County High School Nicholas County High School University High School 

East Fairmont High School Paden City High School Weirton Madonna High School 

Faith Christian Academy  Paw Paw High School Wheeling Park High School 

George Washington High School Ravenswood High School Williamstown High School 

Harman Elementary/High School Saint Albans high School Winfield High School 

Hurricane High School Scott High School  

West Virginia’s College Decision Day Initiative 

West Virginia’s College Decision Day initiative is part of a growing national effort to celebrate seniors for their 

postsecondary plans and assist them and their families in enrolling in and transitioning to college. College Decision 

Day WV is one of the College Foundation of West Virginia’s (CFWV’s) three statewide college-planning milestone 

events that help guide 12th grade students and their families in planning, applying, paying, and enrolling in college. 

How to participate 

College Decision Day events must include two primary components: 

1. A celebration to recognize students who have chosen to pursue postsecondary education. 

2. A workshop or presentation to assist students in enrolling in and transitioning to college. 

The event must occur sometime between April 15 and June 15, 2018. Event coordinators must also complete a 

brief online survey following their local event. 

To register, visit http://cfwvconnect.com/college-decision-day/?mc_cid=9a0cc7b843&mc_eid=371b44ffa7. 

file:///C:/Users/shayes/Desktop/SAT-Test-Codes.pdf
file:///C:/Users/shayes/Desktop/SAT-Test-Codes.pdf
file:///C:/Users/shayes/Desktop/SAT-Test-Codes.pdf
mailto:adam.green@wvhepc.edu
http://www.cfwvconnect.com/financial-aid-outreach/fafsa-completion-rates/
http://www.cfwvconnect.com/financial-aid-outreach/fafsa-completion-rates/
http://cfwvconnect.com/college-decision-day/?mc_cid=9a0cc7b843&mc_eid=371b44ffa7

