MEMORANDUM
To:

County Superintendents

From:

Steven L. Paine, Ed.D.
State Superintendent of Schools

Date:

September 19, 2018

Re:

WV math4life Campaign

The West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE) is excited to announce the establishment of West Virginia’s math4life
Campaign for pre-k through grade 12. While this campaign includes many components to assist counties with
implementation, its central focus includes two primary goals:
1.
2.

Ensure West Virginia educators are well-equipped to teach the West Virginia College- and Career-Readiness
Standards for Mathematics to all learners; and
Improve student’s mathematical learning and achievement throughout West Virginia classrooms through the use
of proven educational practices.

To initiate the WV math4life Campaign, I had the opportunity to share its tenets with the West Virginia Board of Education
(WVBE) in August. After this meeting, I can say with confidence that it is clear both the WVBE and WVDE are committed
to ensuring a comprehensive approach to mathematics for all students.
Much like we’ve seen with the successes of our state’s early literacy campaign, to be successful with WV math4life, we
need to build upon the strong partnerships already in place at the county, school, and educator levels statewide. Our
collective success in this endeavor—the transformation of mathematics achievement and learning in our state—will
require buy-in and focus at all levels. We can’t succeed in this campaign without your commitment and leadership!
To assist with initial implementation of the WV math4life Campaign, I invite you to sign and return the attached
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). Your signed MOU will acknowledge your endorsement and participation in the
WV math4life Campaign. Upon receipt of your signed MOU, a $10,000 grant will be sent to your county to assist with
implementation of your county’s WV math4life campaign.
It is my sincere hope that each county superintendent will agree to participate in this process as we aim to increase
student mathematics achievement and properly equip our educators with the tools needed to ensure their students are
successful. To assist you in your decision, and to learn more about WV math4life, please see the attached WV math4life
Executive Summary and Expanded Description documents. To expedite your county’s $10,000 grant award, please
return your signed MOU to mdmullins@k12.wv.us by Friday, September 28, 2018.
Together, we can have a positive impact on the capacity of all learners and educators in our state in the area of
mathematics. I look forward to partnering with you as we work to achieve this critically important work.
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