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MINUTES
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Petersburg High School (Media Center)
207 Jefferson Avenue
Petersburg, West Virginia

October 10, 2018
I.

Call to Order


Following the welcome, Pledge of Allegiance (led by the special needs class at Petersburg High School), and a rendition of The Star-Spangled Banner performed by the Petersburg High School Chorus, members introduced themselves, and President David G. Perry called the meeting of the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) to order at 9:00 a.m. on October 10, 2018, in the Media Center at Petersburg High School, 207 Jefferson Avenue, Petersburg, West Virginia.  

The following members were present:  President Perry, Vice President Miller L. Hall, F. Scott Rotruck, Debra K. Sullivan, Francis S. Vitale, Joseph A. Wallace, Nancy J. White, and James S. Wilson, and ex officio Steven L. Paine, State Superintendent of Schools.  Members absent were Thomas W. Campbell and ex officios Carolyn Long, Interim Chancellor, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission, and Sarah Armstrong Tucker, Chancellor, West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education.  
II.

Recognitions


The Board recognized Mr. Jay Shannon Earle, Special Needs Teacher, Petersburg High School, as Grant County’s 2019 Teacher of the year.  Former WVBE member Mr. James Paul “Buck” Geary, Esq., was introduced and provided brief remarks regarding his tenure as a State Board member.

III.

Welcome – Introductions – Spotlight on Grant County Schools


Mr. Doug Lambert, Superintendent, Grant County Schools, and the Petersburg High School Student Council President, on the behalf of students and staff, welcomed the Board to Grant County.  Following the welcome and introductions, Superintendent Lambert provided an overview of Grant County initiatives, introduced Grant County Board members, Grant County Schools’ staff, and Petersburg High School staff attending the meeting.  Superintendent Lambert introduced Petersburg High School FFA students who recently received national recognition and presented a video titled Faces of Grant County Schools.
IV.

Approval of Agenda


President Perry called for a motion to approve the agenda.  Mr. Rotruck moved, and Mr. Vitale seconded, that the agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.   
V.

Grant County FFA

Mr. Jason Hughes (distributed information), Lead Coordinator, WVDE Office of Career Technical Education, provided information regarding agricultural education and introduced Ms. Missy Whetzel, Agriculture Teacher at Petersburg High School, who provided information about Grant County’s FFA program and the many successes of Grant County students at the national level.  (Copy Appended to Official Minutes, Attachment O.)

VI.

East Hardy High School FBLA

Ms. Sheena VanMeter, Superintendent, Hardy County Schools, introduced Ms. Crystal Roberson, teacher, and students (distributed information) from at East Hardy High school, who provided information regarding East Hardy High School’s FBLA mastering mental health program.  President Perry recognized Mr. Charles Hedrick, Superintendent, Pendleton County Schools, who provided brief remarks.  (Copy Appended to Official Minutes, Attachment P.)
VII.

Break

President Perry called for a break at 10:20 a.m.

VIII.

Call to Order


President Perry called the meeting back to order at 10:34 a.m.   President Perry requested Mr. Josh Kuykendall, Social Studies Teacher, Petersburg High School, address the Board regarding the attendance of Advanced Placement students observing the meeting; and, Ms. Tracy Chenoweth, Administrative Director, South Branch Career and Technical Center, and Ms. Diana Ketterman, Mental Health Educator, addressed the Board on the importance of FBLA and mental health recovery.  
IX.

Consent Agenda


Mr. Hall moved, and Mrs. Sullivan seconded, that the Consent Agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved.  (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachments A through I.) 
· Approved September 12, 2018, minutes  (Attachment A)
· Received West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE) personnel matters (Attachment B)

· Approved Greenbrier County’s waiver request to award a mathematics credit to students who successfully complete a course in Financial Algebra  (Attachment C)
· Approved Employment of Substitute Teachers in Areas of Critical Need and Shortage policies for Calhoun, Hardy, Jackson, Marshall, Taylor, and Wirt counties  (Attachment D)
· Approved an amendment to the Kanawha County 2010-2020 Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan (CEFP) to include an office addition at Alum Creek Elementary School  (Attachment E)

· Approved an amendment to the Ohio County 2010-2020 CEFP to include additions at all of the county's 13 schools:   classroom renovations, security and safety improvements, and HVAC renovations (Attachment F)

· Approved an amendment to the Pleasants County 2010-2020 CEFP to include a new HVAC unit in the kitchen and cafeteria, FRP paneling in restrooms, replacement of roof over the kitchen and cafeteria at St. Marys Elementary School, replacement of existing HVAC system in the newest six classroom addition at Belmont Elementary School, and the removal and replacement of the hot water storage tank and heater at Pleasants County Middle School (Attachment G)
· Approved the addition of Mingo County Schools as a program provider to the existing approved Alternative Certification Through Innovation programs (Attachment H)

· Approved program revisions to the general education Mercer County Schools Alternative Certification Program (Attachment I).
X. 

Closure of Peterstown Elementary School and Peterstown Middle School


 
Monroe County Board of Education 2010-2020



Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan (CEFP)

Mr. Terry Harless, CFO, WVDE Office of Finance and Administration, and Ms. Joetta Basile, Superintendent, Monroe County Schools, presented the closure of Peterstown Elementary School and Peterstown Middle School for the Board’s consideration. The Monroe County Board of Education requested approval for the closure of Peterstown Elementary School and Peterstown Middle School and the merger of those students into the proposed construction of a new Peterstown K‑8 School.  The WVBE approved Monroe County's CEFP amendment to close these two schools at their November 2016 regular board meeting.  All hearings have been conducted and procedures have been followed per Policy 6200. This closure/merger will provide students with a new, state of the art learning environment.  


Ms. White moved, and Mr. Rotruck seconded, that the closure of Peterstown Elementary School and Peterstown Middle School be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment J.)

XI.

Policy 4321.1, Standards for School Nutrition


Ms. Michele Blatt, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Support and Accountability, presented Policy 4321.1 for the Board’s consideration.  Policy 4321.1 has been amended to comply with HB 4478 (2018) which required the WVBE to promulgate a rule. to provide guidance to county boards on the management and distribution of excess school food consistent with local, state, and federal guidelines. Five comments were received during the comment period resulting in no changes to the policy.

Mr. Vitale moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that Policy 4321.1 be approved effective 30 days from filing.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment K.) 
XII.

Policy 3232, Establishment Procedures and Operating Policies



 for Multi‑County Career and Technical Education Centers

Dr. Kathy D’Antoni, Associate Superintendent, Division of Technical Education and Governor’s Economic Initiatives, presented Policy 3232 for the Board’s consideration.  Policy 3232 is being updated to reflect current workforce trends and requirements and more clearly define director and council roles. Four public comments were received during the comment period resulting in no changes to the policy.
Mr. Hall moved, and Mr. Wallace seconded, that Policy 3232 be approved effective 30 days from filing.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment L.)

XIII.


Policy 2520.8, West Virginia Driver Education Standards


Dr. Jan Barth, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Teaching and Learning, presented Policy 2520.8 for the Board’s consideration.  The repeal and replacement of Policy 2520.8 is due to the modification of the explanation of terms section, a new format and numbering system make the standards teacher-, parent-, and student-friendly, and the addition of standards to address safety concerns for passengers, pedestrians, and the driver.  Two comments were received during the comment period resulting in no changes to the policy.  It was requested by several Board members that the stakeholder listing be specific to the experts (in this case Driver Education Teacher as opposed to Teacher) involved during the amendment process.
Dr. Wilson moved, and Ms. White seconded, that Policy 2520.8 be approved effective July 1, 2019.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment M.)

XIV.

Policy 5500, Professional Learning for West Virginia Educators

Dr. Barth presented Policy 5500 for the Board’s consideration.  The repeal and replacement of Policy 5500 is due, in large part, to the provisions set forth in 2018’s HB 4006, which resulted in revisions to W. Va. Code §18-2I-1, Professional development coordination and delivery; system goals. References to Regional Education Service Agencies (RESAs) were eliminated.  Finally, this policy incorporates requirements set forth in W. Va. Code §18‑9A‑10(a)(4), which focuses on Step 7d of the Public School Support Plan.   Two individuals made three comments during the comment period resulting in no changes to the policy.
Mrs. Sullivan moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that Policy 5500 be approved effective 30 days from filing.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment Mc.)  President Perry requested agenda New Business Item F. be taken up following item XIII. Superintendent Report.  
XV.

WVBE Member Updates and Superintendent Report

Mr. Rotruck provided information regarding his attendance at a meeting of the West Virginia Public Education Consortium focusing on artificial intelligence and machine learning and a West Virginia School Board Association meeting during which school levies were discussed.  Mr. Vitale attended a safety conference dedicated to improving services and collaboration among state agencies.  Dr. Wilson requested information regarding a recent article concerning a $500,000.000 safety grant; Superintendent Paine and Dr. Barth provided specifics regarding the grant.  Superintendent Paine, assisted by Dr. Barth, provided information regarding a $5,000,000.00 five year grant that will support a West Virginia Family Engagement Center initiative.  Mrs. Sullivan provided an update regarding First Lady Cathy Justice’s Communities In Schools initiative.  
XVI.

Superintendent Report

Superintendent Paine spoke to Governor Justice’s recent press release regarding another five percent pay increase for teachers and public employees, the $100,000,000.00 being set aside for PEIA, the Governor’s support for public education; the release of the Balanced Scorecard and findings regarding mathematics scores and average daily attendance rates and recognizing exemplary findings.   Mrs. Sullivan requested information regarding the start time of school and how it affects attendance.  Dr. Wilson suggested the Board meet with county superintendents, to which Superintendent Paine suggested that Board members attend a Department meeting with superintendents on November 8 (10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.) in Charleston. Mrs. Sullivan introduced Mr. Troy Ravenscroft, Assistant Superintendent, Grant County Schools, who spoke about costs associated with becoming a teacher and how teacher pay does not support pursuing a teaching degree.  Following discussion regarding teacher preparation it was the consensus of the Board that an agenda item be placed on the December agenda regarding the Board’s authority and responsibility regarding teacher preparation programs.  
XVII.

Items for Future Meetings

Mrs. Sullivan requested discussion of potential legislative considerations be placed on the November or December agenda. Mr. Hall suggested that Ms. Ketterman, and perhaps the student presenters at today’s meeting, be invited to a future meeting to speak about mental health issues.  Dr. Wilson spoke to the possibility of a proposal that may be forthcoming from the West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission and that may result in a number of comments.  Ms. White, assisted by Mr. J. P. Mowery, CFO, Grant County Schools, provided information regarding the Board’s School Funding and Finance Committee. 

XVIII.

Executive Session





Superintendent Paine requested an executive session for a legal matter.  President Perry called for a motion to enter into executive session for a legal matter.   Mr. Hall moved that the Board enter into Executive Session as provided in W. Va. Code §6‑9A‑4(b)(2)(A) [personnel exception] and/or §6-9A-4 [matters involving attorney‑client privilege per Peters v. County Commission, 205 W. Va. 481 (1999)].  Mr. Wallace seconded the motion and upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  The Board moved into executive session at 12:11 p.m. 

XIX.

Return from Executive Session


President Perry announced that the Board had returned from executive session at 12:35 p.m. with no action taken.  

XX.

WVBE Personnel Matters
President Perry called for a motion to approve the Board’s personnel attachment.   Ms. White moved, and Mr. Vitale seconded, that the Board’s personnel attachment be approved.  Upon the call for the question to motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment N.)

XXI.

Future Meetings


President Perry announced:  1) Mr. Rotruck will represent the Board at the National Association of State Boards of Education’s annual conference later this month; 2) members are to contact the Appalachia Regional Comprehensive Center to make travel arrangements for the November 1-2 sharing of ideas event; 3)  Superintendent Paine will be absent on the first day of the November meeting due his participation in a Council of Chief State School Officers meeting in California; 4) a school discipline stakeholder committee will meet November 13; and, 5) the Board’s School Funding and Finance Committee will meet November 7.  

The next regular meeting of the WVBE will be held November 14, 2018, in Charleston, West Virginia. The meeting will continue on November 15, 2018, if the agenda is not completed on November 14, 2018.
XXII.

Adjourn

President Perry called for a motion to adjourn.  Mrs. Sullivan moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 12:39 p.m.  


Minutes approved by the Board on November 14, 2018.


______________________________________________






David G. Perry, President



______________________________________________






Miller L. Hall, Vice President

Minutes were recorded by 

    Virginia M. Harris

  Secretary to the Board 
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