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MINUTES
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Capitol Building 6, Room 353

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston, West Virginia

February 13, 2019
I.

Call to Order


Following the welcome and Pledge of Allegiance (led by students from Greenbrier County: Mr. Jacob Bridges, Greenbrier East High School, and Mr. Shane Griffith, Greenbrier West High School), Vice President Miller L. Hall called the meeting of the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) to order at 12:05 p.m. on February 13, 2019, in Capitol Building 6, Room 353, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, West Virginia.  

The following members were present:  President David G. Perry, Vice President Hall, Thomas W. Campbell (via telephone), Robert W. Dunlevy, F. Scott Rotruck, Debra K. Sullivan, Nancy J. White (via telephone), and James S. Wilson, and ex officio Steven L. Paine, State Superintendent of Schools.  Members absent were Joseph A. Wallace and ex officios Carolyn Long, Interim Chancellor, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission, and Sarah Armstrong Tucker, Chancellor, West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education.

II.

Approval of Agenda


Vice President Hall announced that the Communities In Schools presentation would take place on February 14 at 11:00 a.m. and called for a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Rotruck moved, and Mrs. Sullivan seconded, that the agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  
III.

Remarks from Education Stakeholder Associations and Organizations


Dr. Mickey Blackwell, Executive Director, West Virginia Association of Elementary and Middle School Principals, thanked Board members for their support of public education and announced that Let’s Read-WV will take place the second week of April; Mr. David Gladkosky, Executive Director, West Virginia Professional Educators Association, commended the Board for its education reform efforts and completed his testimony as prepared for delivery during the Senate Bill 451 public hearing before the West Virginia House of Delegates; and, Ms. Rosemary Jenkins, Director of Field Services, AFT‑West Virginia, thanked Board members and WVBE staff for their work during the legislative session and invited members to a legislative education vigil at 6:30 p.m.
IV.

Delegations


Ms. Laura Rhodes (provided information for the record), PTO President/Parent/ community member/and alumni of Anawalt Elementary School, addressed the Board regarding the proposed closure of Anawalt Elementary School; Ms. Mary Rocini, teacher, addressed the Board regarding strengthening schools; Ms. Natalie Laliberty (provided remarks for the record), Principal, Ruthlawn Elementary (Kanawha County) addressed the Board regarding student mental health; and, Ms. Tabitha Roark (provided information for the record), citizen of McDowell County, addressed the Board regarding the closure of Anawalt Elementary School.   (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachment H.)
V.




Communities In Schools

Vice President Hall again announced that the Communities In Schools presentation would take place on February 14 at 11:00 a.m. and asked Mr. Jeffrey A. Bryant, Superintendent, Greenbrier County Schools, to provide brief remarks regarding the Communities In Schools program in Greenbrier County.
VI.

Project Lead The Way (PLTW) Best Practices - Greenbrier County

Dr. Kathy D’Antoni, Associate Superintendent, Division of Technical Education and Governor’s Economic Initiatives, introduced Greenbrier County’s PLTW best practices through Simulated Workplace projects:  Greenbrier East High School’s International Design Team:  Ms. Madisyn Fox, Mr. Brayden Pence, Ms. Morgan Amos, Ms. Anne Lindbergh, Ms. Joyce Bernardino, Mr. Christopher McCullough, Mr. Jacob Bridges, Ms. Nevaeh Traynham, Mr. Adam Miller, Mr. Joseph Londeree, Mr. Norris Beard, and Ms. Gabriella Gill (Greenbrier East’s project will transform the external environment of Anglo Sorocaba School/Brazil, using reused and recycled materials); and Greenbrier West High School’s Cavalier Sweatshop:  Mr. Shane Griffith, Mr. Steven Alderson, Mr. Cody Lewis, Ms. Hannah Crookshanks, Ms. Kenley Posten, and Ms. Amanda Church (Greenbrier West’s project is multifaceted, ranging from innovative designs to marketing and production).  (Copies distributed during the presentation attached to Official Minutes, Attachment I.)
VII.

The Safehaven Campaign

Ms. Melodi Hawley, Founder, presented for the Board’s information an overview of The Safehaven Campaign.  The goal of The Safehaven Campaign is to reduce the number of infants and children negatively affected by drug abuse in West Virginia through a three-part strategy of rehabilitation, support, and prevention awareness.  Ms. Hawley indicated The Safehaven Campaign is open to invitations to provide presentations.  

Vice President Hall moved, with the consensus of the Board, agenda items XII.  WV GRADUATION 20/20 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), and XIII.  West Virginia State Parks Partnership Compact to be taken up prior to the Consent Agenda.
 

VIII.

WV GRADUATION 20/20 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)


Dr. Jan Barth, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Teaching and Learning, Ms. Susan Beck, Executive Director, WVDE Office of Special Education, and Mr. Jeffrey Lusk, Executive Director, Hatfield-McCoy Recreation Authority, presented for the Board’s information a WV GRADUATION 20/20 MOU with the Hatfield-McCoy Recreation Authority.  
IX.


West Virginia State Parks Partnership Compact and






 WV GRADUATION 20/20 Update




 

Ms. Beck, Mr. Jeff McCroskey (distributed information), Transition Technical Assistance Center, Mr. Adam Coon, WV GRADUATION 20/20 Transition Specialist, Fayette County, and Mr. Joseph Sweeney, Superintendent, Bluestone State Park, presented for the Board’s information an update regarding the WV GRADUATION 20/20 West Virginia State Parks Partnership Compact with Fayette County Schools.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment J.)  
X.

Break

Vice President Hall called for a break at 2:45 p.m.   Mr. Campbell departed the meeting.
XI.

Call to Order


Vice President Hall called the meeting back to order at 3:09 p.m. 
XII.

Consent Agenda


 Vice President Hall called for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  President Perry moved, and Mr. Rotruck seconded, that the Consent Agenda be approved. Following discussion regarding testing directory data, Vice President Hall called for the question and the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved.   (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachments A through D.) 
· Approved January 9 and 30, 2019, minutes  (Attachment A)
· Received West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE) personnel matters (Attachment B)

· Approved Employment of Substitute Teachers in Areas of Critical Need and Shortage policies for Harrison, Mingo, and McDowell County Schools and the WVDE Office of Diversion and Transition Programs, and an amended policy for Hampshire County Schools, (Attachment C)
· Received notice of receipt of Employment of Substitute Teachers in Areas of Critical Need and Shortage affidavits from Cabell, Kanawha, Marion, and Raleigh County Schools  
· Approved West Virginia Licensure Testing Directory (Attachment D).

XIII.

McDowell County Schools - Closure of Anawalt Elementary School



and the Consolidation and Relocation of Students into Kimball Elementary School



and Welch Elementary School and Request for Waiver Policy 4336,



West Virginia School Bus Transportation Policy and Procedures Manual

Mr. Tommy Young, Executive Director, WVDE Office of School Transportation and Facilities, and Ms. Carolyn Falin (distributed information), Superintendent, McDowell County Schools, presented the closure of Anawalt Elementary School and the consolidation and relocation of students into Kimball Elementary School and Welch Elementary School and the request for a waiver of Policy 4336, West Virginia School Bus Transportation Policy and Procedures Manual, for the Board’s consideration. Mr. Adam Grysiel, Transportation Director, Mr. William Chapman, Facilities Director, and Mr. David Williams, President, and Mr. Mike Mitchem, Member, McDowell County Board of Education, answered questions regarding the proposed closure.   
Following discussion President Perry moved that action regarding this matter be postponed until February 14, 2019, at 10:00 a.m.   Dr. Wilson seconded the motion and upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment E and addenda.)

XIV.

Policy 5899, Beginning Principal Internships

Ms. Michele Blatt, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Support and Accountability, presented Policy 5899 for the Board’s consideration. W. Va. Code §18A-3-2d, Beginning Principal Internships was repealed by the West Virginia Legislature effective June 8, 2018. 

Dr. Wilson moved, and Mr. Dunlevy seconded, that Policy 5899 be repealed.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment F.)

XV.

WVBE Personnel Matters 



Vice President Hall called for a motion to approve the Board’s personnel attachment.  President Perry moved, and Mrs. Sullivan seconded, that the Board’s personnel attachment be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment G.)

XVI.

Recess

President Perry moved that the meeting be recessed until 10:00 a.m. on February 14 in the same location.  Mrs. Sullivan seconded the motion and upon the call for the question the meeting was recessed at 4:11 p.m.
XVII.
Reconvene


Vice President Hall reconvened the February 13, 2019, meeting on February 14, 2019, at 10:02 a.m., in Capitol Building 6, Room 353, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, West Virginia.


The following members were present:  President David G. Perry, Vice President Hall, Thomas W. Campbell, Robert W. Dunlevy, F. Scott Rotruck, Debra K. Sullivan, Nancy J. White (via telephone), and James S. Wilson, and ex officio Steven L. Paine, State Superintendent of Schools.  Members absent were Joseph A. Wallace and ex officios Carolyn Long, Interim Chancellor, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission, and Sarah Armstrong Tucker, Chancellor, West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education.

Vice President Hall requested the Board take up McDowell County Schools’ proposed school closure.
XVIII.

McDowell County Schools - Closure of Anawalt Elementary School



and the Consolidation and Relocation of Students into Kimball Elementary School



and Welch Elementary School and Request for Waiver of Policy 4336,



West Virginia School Bus Transportation Policy and Procedures Manual

Superintendent Paine called on Ms. Heather Hutchens, General Counsel to the WVDE and WVBE, to confirm that the closure procedure and documentation meets all legal requirements. Ms. Hutchens confirmed that all legal requirements were met.  Superintendent Falin again addressed the Board regarding the closure proceedings.

Vice President Hall called for a motion regarding the proposed closure of Anawalt Elementary School.  President Perry moved, and Mr. Dunlevy seconded, that: 1) Anawalt Elementary School be closed; 2) the consolidation and relocation of students from Anawalt Elementary School into Kimball Elementary School and Welch Elementary School be approved; and 3) the request for a waiver of Policy 4336 be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.
XIX.
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Instructional and Administrative Uses

Ms. Erika Klose, Coordinator, WVDE Office of Technology Integration and Support, presented for the Board’s information and overview of GIS instructional and administrative uses.  Mr. Campbell and Mr. Rotruck joined the meeting.
XX.

Superintendent Report


Superintendent Paine provided information regarding a meeting with county superintendents regarding professional development flexibility at the local level.  Mrs. Sullivan requested that information be provided regarding the Math4Life initiative.  Ms. Blatt addressed questions regarding local accountability.  
XXI.

Break

Vice President Hall called for a break at 10:54 a.m.   

XXII.

Call to Order


Vice President Hall called the meeting back to order at 11:07 a.m.  

XXIII.




Communities In Schools

Mrs. Sullivan introduced First Lady of West Virginia, Cathy Justice, who presented information regarding the Communities In Schools program in West Virginia.
XXIV.

WVBE Member and Ex Officio Updates


Mr. Campbell attended Monroe and Greenbrier County board meetings.  Mrs. Sullivan attended a meeting with beginning teachers.  Ms. White attended Marion and Harrison County board meetings.  Superintendent Paine spoke to the continued success of student accountability efforts at the local level.  Dr. Wilson extended appreciation to President Perry and WVDE staff for their efforts in keeping everyone informed during the legislative session.  President Perry (distributed information) spoke regarding amended Senate Bill 451 and requested the Board’s endorsement.  Mr. Rotruck moved, and Mr. Campbell seconded, endorsement of the West Virginia House of Delegates’ adopted strike‑and‑insert version of Senate Bill 451 as currently under consideration by the House.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment K.)

Superintendent Paine requested a moment of personal privilege for the introduction of school bus inspectors in attendance at the meeting:  Mr. Young introduced Mr. Vic Gabriel, Mr. Darren Younker, Mr. Raymond Dickens, Mr. David Baber, Mr. Wesley Stone, and Mr. David Moore.  Superintendent Paine also introduced Dr. Carla Warren, Special Assistant to the State Superintendent; Dr. Warren began her duties as Special Assistant in early February.  

President Perry requested Ms. Blatt (distributed information) provide an update regarding the Educator Voice surveys for:  1) principals, and 2) teachers and counselors; it is anticipated that survey results will be presented at the Board’s April 2019 meeting.  Ms. Blatt also that announced West Virginia was recently named the top state in the nation in the provision of school breakfast.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment L.)
XXV.

Items for Future Meetings


No items were offered.

XXVI.

Future Meetings


The next regular meeting of the WVBE will be held March 13, 2019, in Charleston, West Virginia. The meeting will continue on March 14, 2019, if the agenda is not completed on March 13, 2019.
XXVII.

Adjourn

President Perry moved, and Vice President Hall seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 12:12 p.m.  


Minutes approved by the Board on March 13, 2019.


______________________________________________






David G. Perry, President



______________________________________________






Miller L. Hall, Vice President

Minutes were recorded by 

    Virginia M. Harris

  Secretary to the Board 
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