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YGS helps students achieve the American Civics/

Government Content Standards and Objectives adopted 

by the State Board of Education. 

Eighth (8th) graders learn about state government by 

observing and interacting with state leaders in three day 

sessions at the Capitol during the legislative session.  We 

stay at the Embassy Suites. Students expand their 

knowledge of the state’s people, history, government, 

and citizenship.   

YGS is a cooperative effort of the West Virginia 

Department of Education, Ohio-West Virginia 

Youth Leadership Association (YLA), local 

schools, Federal and Municipal Courts, and the 

Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Branches of 

State Government.  

Youth Leadership Association 
 

E-mail: yla@yla-youthleadership.org 

YLA-YouthLeadership.org (304) 675-5899 

Bridget Lambert, President of the Board 

Senator Roman Prezioso, Chairman 
West Virginia YLA Youth in Government  

8th Grade YGS WORKS! 

 100% of students and teachers 
would recommend the program. 

 

In the words of teachers: 

“This program is a must.” 

“My students learned so much by 
seeing, observing and doing.  

They became interested in their 
state and the world around them.  

That is so much more valuable 
than what I can give them in a 

classroom.” 

“The program never fails in 
creating an excitement to learn.  
I wish I could bring all my 8th 

graders.” 

“An eye-opening opportunity.  
This program benefits students 
immediately and long term.” 

“Taking your students out of the 
classroom to experience first 
hand the three branches of 

government.  Passions will be 
ignited.” 

Opportunities for the students to meet and interact 
with legislators and other government officials. 

Getting to know students from all over West Virginia Students participating in mock trial at 

the US District Court  

Visiting the WV Supreme Court 

Observing their state legislators at work 
Tour the Capitol and Governor’s Mansion 



Academic / learning skills students 

use and develop in the YG process 

include- 

 Research 

 Public Speaking 

 Oral Communication/Debate 

 Legislative Process 

 Critical thinking 

 Writing 

 Professional dress and behavior 

 Social interaction 

 Problem solving 

 Judicial process 

 Cooperation and Compromise  

YLA 8th Grade Youth & Government Seminars and Youth in Government Build our Future Leaders 

Adult Advisors’ survey results – 

100% would recommend WVYG to 
others 

100% Students learned about state 
government 

100% Compared to the classroom, 

students learned more in YG  

YLA Youth in Government – High school students “take over” the Capitol for a three-day Student 

Legislature and Supreme Court.  Teens bring the perspective of today’s youth into state government.  They 

prepare and present the legislation they feel is important to our state while the student Supreme Court   

present cases that are relevant to today’s society.  I’ve learned more about civics and state government this 

way than from any book or classroom.  Youth in Government will be held April 23—25, 2020. 

During each session, participants will be touring the Governor’s Mansion, Capitol and Capitol grounds, WV Supreme Court,     

observing the legislators in session, and have the opportunity to tour the Culture Center, and interact with various state officials. 

YLA provides a Legislators Dinner each session.  The legislators from the counties attending are invited to have dinner with the 

students from their district.  This interaction is an event highlight for the participants and legislators alike. 

Suggested 2020 YGS sessions are: 

8th Grade YGS  – January 13 – 15:    Boone, Kanawha, Lincoln, Logan, McDowell, Mercer, Mingo, Raleigh, Wayne, Wyoming 

8th Grade YGS –  January 27 – 29:   Doddridge, Harrison, Lewis, Marion, Monongalia, Pleasants, Ritchie, Tyler, Wirt, Wood 

8th Grade YGS – February 3 – 5:    Brooke, Cabell, Hancock, Jackson, Mason, Ohio, Pocahontas, Putnam, Randolph,                                        

          Roane, Upshur, Webster 

8th Grade YGS - February 12 - 14:  Braxton, Calhoun, Clay, Fayette, Gilmer, Greenbrier, Monroe, Nicholas, Pendleton, 

                                          Summers 

8th Grade YGS - February 24 - 26:  Barbour, Berkeley, Grant, Hampshire, Hardy, Jefferson, Marshall, Mineral, Morgan,  

                     Preston, Taylor, Tucker, Wetzel 

Students have the oppor-

tunity to participate as: 

 Legislators serving in the House 
or Senate Chambers 

 Supreme Court Justice 

 Lobbyist 

 Press 

 Page 

 Executive 

Youth Chief Justice 

Youth House of Delegates Youth Governor 

Student legislators with Justice Jenkins 

2019 Youth in Government 

Youth with Secretary of State Mac Warner 



YLA Model United Nations 

“It brings a better awareness of international issues while still 
being entertaining, friendly and fun.” 

“This is probably one of the best experiences of my life, and I 
will never forget it.” 

“I enjoyed the whole experience; from debating with other 
countries to making new friends.  It was all a wonderful 
experience.” 

“It was a wonderful experience and you don’t need to be an 
expert.” 

“YLA has taught me how to interact 
with others who I may not agree with 
and how to respect their opposing 
opinions without offending them.”  

Upon the closing of the 2019 Model UN 

Conference, student surveys indicated: 

100% learned a great deal about international issues 

100% will recommend YLA Model UN to others  

 

YLA Opens Windows on the World ~ YLA Connects Youth  
with Peers beyond their Communities and State 

Grafton YLA Hosts 
Halloween Party 

YLA’s Distinctive Difference 

  
On-going process – leadership preparation is a process, not an 

event; 

Learn by doing – leadership requires action best learned by doing; 

 

Time away – leadership preparation requires time away from 

everyday distractions—YLA offers Youth in Government, Model UN, 

Entrepreneurship and Leadership Summits at Horseshoe, plus teen 

leadership retreats and conferences; 

 

Making a real difference – the value of leadership training must 

be measured by differences youth make in their homes, schools, 

communities, and world. 

YLA Fall Conference 

November 22 – 24, 2019 
Jackson’s Mill Conference Center 

 

“Fall Conference was a very interesting experience.  I loved 
meeting people and haven’t laughed so hard in a long time.  It 
was awesome.” 

“I am often sad where I live and YLA gives me an escape to get 
away from the mean people in a day to day society.  This is my 
happy place and a program I want to stick with even after high 
school.” 

“This was my first Fall Conference and I loved it.  Can’t wait until 
next year.”  

 

A survey taken at the end of the last Fall Conference indicated: 

100% of the students will recommend Fall Conference to others. 

99% will be better YLA members because of Fall Conference. 

YLA Connects Youth to their Communities  

Berkeley YLA Making 

Blankets for the Homeless 
Pt. Pleasant YLA Hosts 

 Father/Daughter Dance 
Wyoming East YLA 

Supporting Cancer Research 

 

Model United Nations   
March 6  -  8, 2020 

Comfort Suites 

Mineral Wells, WV 


