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Today, Saturday, March 14, 2020, Governor Jim Justice offered an update to the school closure plan in response 
to the COVID-19 threat. Never before has our state or nation faced this situation. We have had to make 
some difficult decisions to meet the diverse needs of our state. As the State Superintendent of Schools, the 
guidance I offer is to provide clarity as you develop and implement continuity plans to best serve children, 
families, teachers, and staff.  

The Governor’s message was clear, and now it is our responsibility as leaders to ensure continuity in delivery 
of instruction, meals and student supports. As educators, our most pressing question must be, “Are we taking 
care of our children?” The answer must be, “Yes!” 

The first 72 hours are crucial in building a schoolwide structure of support. Essential personnel are the front 
line of this effort and they will be in place first thing Monday morning. These individuals not only include 
cooks, custodians, and transportation staff, but also county and building leadership. Please be mindful of the 
needs of your staff and offer flexibility for those with immune deficiencies or health ailments. Students must 
be fed on day-one, and instructional plans must be ready to launch on Thursday.  

These plans look very different county-by-county, however, each one will meet the needs of our children. Even 
though educators may not be present in the building Monday through Wednesday, make no mistake it is not a 
day off. As county leaders, you must ensure that teachers and staff are ready to implement instructional and 
support plans. Staff should use Thursday to determine alternate means of instruction, and make sure they 
are able to sustain teaching and learning for at least two weeks. 

Each of you has an array of options to make sure students are supported, fed and receive meaningful 
instruction. As always, the West Virginia Department of Education will be available to support your efforts.
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For more information:

wvde.us/covid19/ 


