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Citizen Scientist
Learn how to become a 



Part 1 - What is a Citizen Scientist?

A citizen scientist is defined by the Oxford English Dictionary as a member of the general public who 
collects and analyzes data relating to the natural world, typically as part of a collaborative project with 
professional scientists. 

According to the U.S Government Citizen Science website: 

CitizenScience.gov is an official government website designed to accelerate the use of crowdsourcing and citizen science 
across the U.S. government. 

Through citizen science and crowdsourcing, the federal government and nongovernmental organizations can engage the 
American public in addressing societal needs and accelerating science, technology, and innovation.

In citizen science, the public participates voluntarily in the scientific process, addressing real-world problems.

https://www.citizenscience.gov/#
https://www.citizenscience.gov/#


Here are some additional citizen 
science pages: 

• Citizen Science for the EPA

• Wikipedia Page on Citizen Science

• Citizen Science for NASA

You can also use the project finder at 
scistarter.org to search for projects that you 
are interested in or that are near you.


Click the link Citizen Science Projects from National 
Geographic and see the list of projects you can be a 
part of.

As you can see there are many opportunities for those 
who love science and want to make a difference in the 
world to contribute to research and discovery.

If you want to research more projects you can use the 
links below or do your own web search.


Assignment 1 - After your research, click 
this link Earth Day Assignment 1

What does a citizen scientist do?

Assignment 1 - Research
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Part 2 - iNaturalist to Learn and Contribute to Science

Many of the current projects using citizen science are getting help through the iNaturalist app.   
I started using the app myself to get help with identifying species I encountered in the garden or on hikes. I love taking pictures 
of spiders and other interesting creatures and plants. I also grow native plants and spend time in the woods collecting seeds. If I 
see an interesting plant or creature I don’t know, I can take pictures and upload the best ones later or use them right away to 
get a species suggestion. It is a lot of fun to learn what something is that quickly! You can use iNaturalist for similar purposes or 
to see what things people in your area are finding. 


You don’t have to have an account to view the 37,000,000 plus observations from around the world. You can access 
iNaturalist through the internet using this link to iNaturalist and see what the fuss is about.

For the second part of this lesson you will be using iNaturalist to upload your own observations.   
I created a profile for the class to upload pictures of individual observations of living things into iNaturalist. I will provide the 
username and password information using our Microsoft Teams class, Mrs. Johnson’s Scientists.

One of the easiest ways to make observations in iNaturalist is to download the app on your phone using your App Store.  If you 
and your parents are interested, you may even create your own account and start observing.  That is not required for this 
lesson.


We will be talking about what makes a good observation in the live sessions and I will post video as well.  For now you can 
check out these videos to learn more.


• Observe Nature with iNaturalist 

• Complete Scientific Research In Your Own Back Yard With iNaturalist!

Using iNaturalist for Learning and Citizen Science

https://www.inaturalist.org
https://youtu.be/Mb_i-WoUKt0
https://youtu.be/yJS63hdWGvs
https://www.inaturalist.org
https://youtu.be/Mb_i-WoUKt0
https://youtu.be/yJS63hdWGvs


Assignment 2  
Make 3 observations of living things between now and 
the end of the school year using the iNaturalist app. 

Select a suggested species when completing the 3 
observations.  I am here to help if you need it. 

Have fun and be safe. 

Whether you are engaged in a Citizen Science project 
mentioned in your research in Part 1 of this Lesson  or you are 
using the app to identify plant and animal species for yourself 
or the class, you are still contributing to data that could help 
future studies in science.  

iNaturalist is changing the way the world does science. I hope 
you will enjoy being a part of it.


Become a Citizen Scientist

Assignment 2 - Make Observations
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