
The West Virginia Board of Education’s (WVBE) action on January 13, 2021, outlining parameters for in-person instruction supports 
options for families when deciding the best learning model for their children. 
 
Local health officials and many national health leaders have determined that it is safe for West Virginia students and teachers 
to  return to in-person instruction. There is no correlation between transmission rate of COVID-19 in our schools and community 
transmission rates.  
 
The WVBE’s action preserves an in-person learning option in every county. The Board’s action did not take away a parent’s ability 
to choose a virtual learning option. Virtual options may look different from county to county. Families should contact their schools 
and county offices regarding the virtual options available.
 
Counties may use a variety of titles for their local virtual offerings, however, during the COVID-19 crisis, families have two decisions 
to make regarding their children’s public education.

 » In-person instruction in which the child is physically in the school.

 » Virtual instruction in which the child receives their education at home.

Remote Learning 
Full countywide remote learning is not a learning model that families choose; it is only implemented by a county if: 

 » If individual classrooms or schools need to be closed to in-person instruction because of a specific health need related to 
that classroom or school.

 » In the case of remote learning, students remain at home and receive instruction online via paper packets or other lines of 
communications. 

In-person Instruction 
This preferred instructional model is the most effective in 
supporting student learning and overall well-being. 

 » Counties bring students back to the classroom for live, 
in-person instruction. 

 » Strict adherence to the mitigation protocols is required

Virtual Instruction
Virtual learners have made the decision not to physically 
attend school and instead to receive instruction from 
a West Virginia-certified teacher through an electronic 
medium. This is a choice made by families, it is not a choice 
dictated by the county.

 » Every county offers a full-time virtual learning option 
for students, although the framework, terminology 
and platforms utilized by each county differs.  

 » Online instruction options include the self-paced 
WVDE Virtual School or county-provided virtual 
learning platforms such as Teams, Schoology, Zoom or 
Google. 

 » This mode of instruction requires reliable internet 
connectivity. 

WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS INSTRUCTIONAL OPTIONS



Why is the Return to School Important?
 » The WVBE agrees with local and national health experts that there is a critical need for children to return to in-person 

learning and schools are the safest place for many of them. 

 » Being removed from the support of their school means many students will continue to lose academic ground and vulnerable 
student populations will continue living at greater risk during the pandemic. 

 » Because the number of students opting for virtual learning, a significant number of children (approximately 50,000 statewide) 
are not receiving instruction physically in the school building this year. 

 » The virtual school factor in conjunction with counties having the option to offer blended learning schedules, means that many 
schools may only have 30 to 40 percent of students in the building at one time and who will have the space to be more socially 
distanced.  

While all mitigations are important, the most critical to decrease the spread of COVID-19 is the consistent, constant and correct 
wearing of face masks at all times.  


