
To assist with children’s emerging literacy development, the West 
Virginia Department of Education (WVDE) established the West Virginia 
Blue Ribbon Book Club in June of 2020. This project is the result of a 
collaboration between the WVDE, Marshall University’s June Harless 
Center, and the Dollywood Foundation to provide a small library of high-
quality children’s books to all children in the first and second grades. 

Children received a shipment of two books to their homes in mid-June, 
and then three books in mid-July. First and second grade educators 
also received these books prior to returning to their school at the 
start of the school year. Each book was carefully selected to be age-
appropriate, of high-interest, and engaging. This book collection is 
intended to foster a love of reading while helping to maintain literacy 
skills over the summer. Visit https://wvde.us/wv-blue-ribbon-book-club 
to access videos of each Blue Ribbon Book Club book being read aloud 
by local celebrities including West Virginia First Lady Justice, Senator Joe 
Manchin, Senator Shelley Moore Capito, and more!
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WV Blue Ribbon Book Club  
aims to foster love of reading

Families have the power to help 
children build healthy social-emotional 
skills! According to the Collaborative 
for Academic, Social, and Emotional 
Learning (CASEL), social-emotional skills 
are required for children to manage 
emotions, achieve goals, show empathy 
for others, establish relationships, and 
make responsible decisions. 

When children recognize the feelings 
of other people or understand and 

relate to others, they are exhibiting 
social-emotional skills. According to 
the experts at Pathways.org, children 
with healthy social-emotional skills are 
more likely to succeed in school and 
are more equipped to make friends, be 
confident, manage stress and anxiety, 
resist negative social pressure, and 
resolve conflicts. Remember, early 
experiences with family members, 
caregivers, and peers have an impact 
on social-emotional development. As 

your child navigates life, his or her 
social-emotional skills will continue 
to be shaped by experiences and 
interactions with others. 

Try this! Model the behaviors you would 
like your child to show during daily 
activities. 

Source: https://pathways.org/topics-of-
development/social-emotional/ 

Source: https://casel.org/what-is-sel/

Social-emotional skills have impact on development



Here are some ideas for 
inexpensive, simple, family-friendly 
activities to do outside while still 
staying close to home. 

BUILD WITH BOXES

Provide your child with a large 
cardboard box and help them 
transform the box into a playhouse, 
a spaceship, an airplane, or 
anything else they might imagine! 
If you do not have a large box 
on hand, you could use smaller 
boxes (such as shoe boxes) to 
build houses or stack together 
like blocks to create something 
new. Your child might also enjoy 
wrapping smaller boxes with paper 
or using masking tape to secure 
boxes together. Children can use 
materials like washable craft paint, 
chalk, and markers to decorate the 
boxes. Don’t be afraid to get messy. 

The possibilities are endless!

GO ON A  
NEIGHBORHOOD HUNT 

Take your child on a walk around 
the neighborhood. Before going on 
your walk, ask your child what he 
or she thinks they might see while 
walking (e.g., birds, sticks, rocks, 
stop signs, etc.). Make a list of your 
child’s predictions. While on your 
walk, cross items off the list as you 
find them. How many things can 
you find? 

Take family 
time outdoors

Community Resource 

Spotlight
The West Virginia WIC 
program is designed to 
improve lifetime nutrition 
and health for West Virginia 
families and aims to improve 
the health of women, 
infants, and children in 
our state. The program 
provides a free service which 
includes nutritious foods, 
breastfeeding education, and 
health monitoring for young 
children. 

WIC provides services to 
married and single parents 
(working and not working), 
pregnant women, fathers, 
mothers, grandparents, foster 
parents, or legal guardians 
residing with a child under 
the age of five. To find out 
more about the West Virginia 
WIC program, please visit 
https://dhhr.wv.gov/wic/
Pages/default.aspx.

Did you know that the Metropolitan Museum of Art provides a 
free online tour of exhibits? By visiting https://www.

metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/, you 
and your child can work together to explore an 
interactive map to find treasures from within the 
museum’s collection. Here, your child can learn 
about history, art, and culture at one of the most 

famous museums in the United States.

Resource Spotlight: Take an Online Field Trip


