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Funny Frank
by Dick King-Smith, illustrated by John Eastwood 

Reading with your child is an excellent way to expose your child to words, topics, and ideas that are 
more complex than what they would see in books they can read on their own. Conversations will help 
increase your child’s oral language skills and build their vocabulary.  C.A.R. is a conversation starter 
that you can use with your child any time.

Below is an example of how to use C.A.R. with the book, Funny Frank.

C.A.R. Example

Comment and Wait (count to 5)
*Make a comment about what you see 
on the page.

Adult: Look at Frank in the water! 

Child: He looks like he is about to sink.

Ask questions and Wait (count to 5)
*Ask questions that do not have a 
“yes/no” or one-word answer to them.

Adult: I wonder how Frank is feeling?

Child: He is probably feeling very sad because he 
can’t do something that he wants to do.

Respond by adding a little more to the 
child’s response.

Adult: I think so too. He is probably 
disappointed that he isn’t able to swim, 
but he is being very brave and trying 
something new. 
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Activities Parent Tips
 » Take a trip to a local pond or lake and see 

if you can observe ducks in their natural 
habitat. Ask your child to recall what parts of 
their body help ducks be able to swim.

 » Give your child the opportunity to create 
their own wetsuit or device to help Frank 
float. Encourage them to use a variety of 
materials including recycled materials or 
items found in nature.

 » When reading to your child, model reading 
the story how you would want your child to 
read it. Speak clearly, well-paced, and with 
appropriate expression.

 » Encourage your child to make predictions 
before reading the next chapter of a book. 
Before you begin reading, ask your child, 
“What do you think this chapter is going to 
be about?” While you are reading, ask, “What 
do you predict is going to happen next?” 
After the chapter, ask your child, “Was your 
prediction correct? Why or why not?”

 » If reading a book over multiple days, start 
each reading with a quick review where you 
left off. A brief review can help your child 
to keep track of the plot and increase their 
comprehension of the story.

More Activities Related Books/Resources
 » Ask your child if there is something that they 

can’t do now but would like to learn how to 
do. Ask your child, “Is there something new 
you want to learn?” Have a discussion on 
how they could accomplish their goal.

 » Have your child role play and pretend as if 
they were Frank’s mom in the story. Ask them 
to tell you what they would have told Frank 
when they learned that he wanted to swim. 

 » Exercise by doing duck walks! Have your child 
squat down, bending their knees and keeping 
their back straight. Next, have your child walk, 
while keeping their legs bent, moving their 
arms up and down while walking.

I Wish that I Had Duck Feet
Written by Dr. Suess, Illustrated by B Tobey

The Adventures of Lucky the Duck
Written by Suzan Kayaalp, Illustrated by Monarca 
Merrifield

Ducks
Written by Jennifer Szymanski

Chickenology The Ultimate Encyclopedia
Written by Barbara Sandri and Francesco 
Giubbilini, Illustrated by Camilla Pintonato

A Good Day for Ducks
Written by Jane Whittingham, Illustrated by Noel 
Tuazon


