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High-Leverage Practices 

Description:  

In partnership with the Collaboration for Effective Educator Development, Accountability 
and Reform (CEEDAR), the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) has developed and 
published a set of high-leverage practices (HLPs) for special educators and teacher 
candidates. The HLPs are organized around four aspects of practice: Collaboration; 
Assessment; Social/emotional/behavioral; and Instruction. From these four aspects of 
practice, there are 22 practices intended to address the most critical practices that every 
K–12 special education teacher should master and be able to demonstrate. The selected 
practices are used frequently in classrooms and have been shown to improve student 
outcomes if successfully implemented. 

Related Resources:  
 
CEEDAR Center High-Leverage Practices  
This site provides publications, videos, assessments, and supplemental resources related 
to the High-Leverage Practices.   
https://highleveragepractices.org/  
 
High-Leverage Practices in Special Education Publication  
This free, downloadable publication by the CEEDAR Center and CEC, provides an overview 
of the High-Leverage Practices and the research synthesis behind each practice, and a 
glossary of terms.   
https://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/CEC-HLP-Web.pdf  
 
High-Leverage Practices Videos  
The High-Leverage Practices video series and related resources are a free resource that is 
easy to incorporate into a wide range of professional learning formats. Use these concrete 
examples to anchor and reinforce both knowledge development and application. These 
videos can be accessed at the High-Leverage Practices website. 
https://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/high-leverage-practices/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://highleveragepractices.org/
https://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/CEC-HLP-Web.pdf
https://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/high-leverage-practices/
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Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 

Description:  

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) is an evidence-based, tiered 
framework for supporting students’ behavioral, academic, social, emotional, and mental 
health. When implemented with fidelity, PBIS improves social-emotional competence, 
academic success, and school climate. It also improves teacher health and well-being. It is 
a way to create positive, predictable, equitable, and safe learning environments where 
everyone thrives. We use ‘students’ to refer to all children and youth in any educational or 
therapeutic setting (e.g., K-12 school, early childhood program, treatment program, juvenile 
justice program). 

Related Resources:  

● West Virginia Early Childhood PBIS - WV ECPBIS is a collaborative effort between the 
West Virginia Autism Training Center at Marshall University and the West Virginia 
Department of Education. Our goal is to improve the social and emotional 
development and competence of young children utilizing the Pyramid Model. This 
approach builds on the work of the National Center for Pyramid Model Innovations 
(NCPMI). WV ECPBIS promotes the Pyramid Model through evidence-based social-
emotional and inclusive practices in early childhood educational settings. 

● West Virginia PBIS - West Virginia PBIS is a collaboration between the WVDE Office 
of Special Education and Student Support and the WV Autism Training Center at 
Marshall University. This site includes an overview of WV PBIS including a manual, 
webinars, and training materials.  

● School-wide PBIS - School-wide PBIS is a multi-tiered framework to make schools 
more effective places. It establishes a social culture and the behavior supports 
needed to improve social, emotional, behavioral, and academic outcomes for all 
students. PBIS is flexible enough to support student, family, and community needs. 
This site includes videos, tools, presentations, and publications to help schools 
implement School-wide PBIS.  

● Classroom PBIS - This website includes videos, publications, and other resources to 
support the implementation of Classroom PBIS. In the same way, PBIS operates 
school-wide as a multi-tiered framework, school personnel implement a full 
continuum of classroom PBIS practices to meet students’ needs. Beyond that, 
school and district leadership teams offer a tiered approach to training, coaching, 
and feedback to educators to support their Classroom PBIS implementation.  

● PBIS in Juvenile Justice - This site includes information and resources to support 
implementing PBIS in a juvenile justice system. PBIS in juvenile justice looks much 
like PBIS in traditional settings: a set of integrated practices used consistently by all 
staff in all settings to promote positive behavior. Of course, juvenile justice has 
unique characteristics to be considered when designing PBIS systems. 

 

https://wvpbis.org/wvecpbis/
https://wvpbis.org/
https://www.pbis.org/topics/school-wide
https://www.pbis.org/topics/classroom-pbis
https://www.pbis.org/topics/juvenile-justice
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Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 

Description: 
 
Universal Design for Learning is a research-based framework that addresses learner 
diversity at the beginning of the design or planning effort. Using UDL to design academic 
goals and curriculum has the potential to dramatically change how we teach, how students 
engage in learning, and how we measure what students learn. Using UDL principles allows 
us to embed flexibility into all aspects of instruction from the beginning, rather than trying 
to retrofit a rigid curriculum, set of instructional materials, or test for each student who 
happens to learn a different way. Educators should provide multiple ways to access 
resources and content so learners are given the opportunity to take charge of their 
engagement in learning. 

Related Resources:  
 

● UDL Curriculum Toolkit–This open-source web application is designed to 
support the creation of interactive, multimedia curricula according to the 
principles of Universal Design for Learning.  (udl-toolkit.cast.org/home) 

● Toolkit on UDL: Instructional Practice Resources—This site provides links to 
current information on topics related to UDL. (osepideasthatwork.org) 

● Free Learning Tools from CAST are designed and tested as part of CAST’s 
research projects to help educators, parents, and students experience the 
power of flexible learning environments. To access these tools on the site, 
select “Our Work” on the top bar and scroll to Free Learning Tools. (cast.org) 

● UDL Series: CAST Professional Learning — This site offers free webinars (both 
upcoming and archived) that focus on a variety of topics related to UDL and 
learner variability, lesson design, UDL implementation and more. 
(castprofessionallearning.org) 

● UDL Tool Finder—This chart enables teachers to quickly locate examples of UDL 
solutions to address particular challenges that students are 
experiencing.  (montgomeryschoolsmd.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cast.org/products-services/products/udl-curriculum-toolkit
https://osepideasthatwork.org/federal-resources-stakeholders/tool-kits/tool-kit-universal-design-learning-udl
https://www.cast.org/products-services/online-tools
http://castprofessionallearning.org/free-udl-webinars/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/hiat-tech/udl/udl-tool-finder.aspx
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West Virginia Tiered System of Supports (WVTSS) 

Description: 

The West Virginia Tiered System of Support (WVTSS) is a framework that suggests flexible 
use of resources to provide academic, behavioral, and mental health support to enhance 
learning for all students.  

Related Resources: 

● WVTSS Overview Document - The purpose of this document is to provide guidance
for a comprehensive multi-tiered system of support for all students. This guidance
is based on current research for the development, improvement, and
implementation of WVTSS (States et al., 2017). The ultimate purpose of WVTSS is to
enhance the success of all students across the full spectrum of academic,
behavioral, and mental health competencies.

● WVTSS One-Pager - This one‐page document provides a brief overview of the WV
Tiered System of Support (WVTSS) with an emphasis on supporting the whole child.

● WVTSS Quick Reference Guide - The Quick Reference Guide provides a summary of
the critical components of each tier of the WVTSS framework. The guide focuses on
the universal, targeted, and intensive supports for academics, behavior, and mental
health of all students.

● WVTSS: Designing a System of Support - The purpose of this tool is to help
leadership teams design a school-wide system of support and interventions based
on the WVTSS framework. As districts and schools think about implementing WVTSS
they are asked to consider questions at each tier to determine their readiness level
or phase of implementation.

● WVTSS: Videos (Mental Health, Academics, and Behavior) - These short videos are
designed to complement the overview document and discuss the focus of each
domain.

https://wvde.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/WVTSS-Overview-Doc-JANUARY-6-21.pdf
https://wvde.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/WVTSS-One-Pager-3.2.21.pdf
https://wvde.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/WVTSS-Quick-Reference-Guide-FINAL.pdf
https://wvde.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/WVTSS-Designing-a-System-of-Support-JANUARY-21.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvW4nC_X3Fc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eC4bEaEOas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5c6OfhgV0gA

